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REPORT
OF THE

GOVERNO-R OF I'DAHO.
EXECUTIVE DE1? A.RTMENT,

Boise Oity, Idaho, October 15; 1889.
Sm: I have tho honor to submit the following review of the progresa
of the Territory of Idaho during the last year, and to,present such suggestions relative to the welfare of the Territory as in my opinion shoukt
be transmitted for your consideration and for reference to Cong-ress.
I have also embodied some historical incidents relating to explQration,
early settlements: organization, progress, and development.
The first white man who set foot upon the soil of Idaho was Ogptain
Lewis, with a detachment of Lewis and Clark's· e~ploring expedition.
Captain Lewis crossed the main range of the Rocky Mountains from
Horse Plain~, now known as Horse Prairie, in Beaverhead Conniy,
Montana, to the Lemhi, a tributary of Salmon River, on the 12th day
of August, 1805. . Five years later the Missouri Fur Company estab:
lisbed a tra<ling post on Snake River, but soO_!l after abandonecl it. In
1811 Wilson P. Hunt, with sixty . men -of the Pacific Fur 9ompany,
passed through Idaho to the Pacific coast. In 1834 Captain Bonneville,
with his company of nearly one hnndred men, spent part of the season
in eastern Idaho, exploring the headwaters of the Snake and SalmonRiver.s. In the same year a party of traders and trappers, commanded
by Nathaniel I. Wythe, established Fort Ha11 as a trading post nearSnake River, and on the present Fort Hall Indian Reservation.
In 1860 gold in paying quantities was discovered in Idaho by a party,
of prospectoi:s, commanded by Capt. James Pierce, from Walla Wa1la
Valley, Washington Territory. The first locations were on Oro Fino
Creek, a tributary of the Clearwater. Other valuable <liscoverie.s followed in rapid successioJJ. The first permanent settlement was mad~
at Mou~t Idaho, the present county seat of Idaho County, in J\{ay, 1861.
Idaho was created a Territory by act of' Oongress 1\farch 3; 1863,_from
parts of Dakota, Nebraska, and Wasqington Territories. Originally_ it
embrnced within its boun<larie~ about 325,000 square miles. By the
creation of tbe Territories of Montana and_ Wyoming, under the act of
Oongress l\fay 25, 1868, Idaho was flnaUy reduced to 86,29~,square miles,
or 55,228,160 acres~ It ex.tends from the British possessions on the
north to U,tah a.nd Nevada on the south; from Montana and Wyoming
on the east to Oregon and ,vashiugton ou the -west; haviug a length
from north to south of about 410 miles, and a width from east to west
varying from 4-1 to 306½ miles.
329
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Idaho is au Incliau wol'il, aud when translated means "Gem of the
Mountains." 'l he principal industries of the Territory are mining,
farming, and stock.raising, all of which will be n·oticeli under their
proper heading.
'
Population by COU/11,ties, 1889. '
Counties.

P-0pnla·
tion,

3,800
1tt~l'
fl8...........................::...... . 11,275
Bear Lake .•••••.•••.•••••••.•••••••••.••. 5,900

~!t::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Custer ••••••.••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••
Elmore ••••••••••..••••.•••••••••••••••••.
Idaho .••••••••••••••••••••••.••••..••••••.
Kootenai ................................ .

14,773
4-,000
4,500
4,900
', 500
2,879
2,500

Counties.
Latah ................................... :
Lemhi .................................. .
Logan .••.
NezP.ercos .••••••.•...••.•••••.••••••.••.
Oneida ................................ .
u

............................ ,

~~t~:i;::::::
:::: :::: :: :::::: ::::::::::
Washington ............................. .

Population.

11,250
5,500
8,800
-5,200
6,900
4,000
9,500
5,700

Total • : •..................·•• - . . . • • 113, 777

The popu,ation of a district so large as Idaho is difficult to determine,
and can not be ascertained accurately until tlle census is taken. By
those who have a knowledge of the topography and industries of the
'l'erritory this is readily understood.
·
Mining being one of our principal industries, we find men in small
parties engagetl in working placer mines in dist~nt and secluded sections, several wiles distant from other mining camps. Again, we find,
men on the mountain slopes, and in some instances uear the summit of
our most lofty mountains, engagetl in opening ancl developin_R quartz
mines, which carry gohl, silver, and other valuable metals. :A considerable num her of men are cons tautly employed in prospecting for mines.
SmaJl settlements are found in nearly all the mountain valleys. Settlements on the plains and in the lower valleys cover so larg~ an area
of eountry, that it is difficult to obtain a correct estimate of population among them. The vote for Delegate in Congress in November of
last year was 16,013. I deem it necessary to explain why the vote cast
at that time can not be taken as the basis for an estimate of the popuJation of the Territory. The legislature at its thirteenth session passed
a registry law, making it obligatory upon all voters to register, and re·
quiring the voter to take a rigid test oath, which reads as follows:
Yon do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you a.re a male citizen of the United States
over the age of twenty-one years; that you have aot_nally resided in thjs Territory for
four months last past and in this county thirt_y days, that you are not a bigamist or
polrgamist; that yon are uot a member of any order, organization, or association
which teaches, advises, connsels, or encourages its members, dev:otees, or any other
person t.o commit the crime of bhmmy or po1ygamy, or any other crime defined by
law, &Radotyarisingor resnltingftommembership in such order, ()t'ganizat.ion, orassoeiation, or whioh practices bigamy or polygamy, or plural, or celestial marriage as~
doctrinal rite of such organization; that yon do not, eitqer publicly or privately, or
in any manner whatever, teach, advise, or encourage any person to commit the
crime of bigamr or polvgamy, or any other crime defined by Jaw, either as a reli~ions
duty or otherwtao; that you regard tlle constitution of the United at~tes ana the
lalVs thereof and of this Territory as interpreted by the courts, as the supreme law of
the land, the tea_chivgs of any o~der, organjzation, or association to the contrary lrt>t•
withstanding, and that yon have not previously voted at this election; so belr, you
God.

It is estimat.etl that there are 25,000 Mormons in Idaho an-d as polygam;y i. 1rn1 of l.J doctrine taught by the Mormon Church, but few of
heir I df'I· 0 - the oath. It is estimated that between· 3,000 and 4,000
ormon ·
remained away from the polls.
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Many of om· miners live a long dis~ance from established voting precincts, aud being deprived of the privilege of voting· for President o~
any. of our Territorial officers, do not take sufficient interest in ~e election to lose several days' time in going to and returning from the polJs.
What is said of the miners will also apply to lumbermen and to rancl1men iu small and remote settlements. From all the classes 'above
enamerated, with the foreign element not naturalized, I estimate that
not less than 6,BOO men failed to vote.
.
Tbe estimated population of the Territory, u.s given iu·the foregoing
table, is taken from assessment rolls and from correspon<l.ence wit1:i intelJigent and well-informed men in the several counties. I am confident
that when 'the census is taken next year the estimates given will be
found to be conservative and considerably linq_er the actual population.
In addition to the ·foregoing estimates of popu1.ation obtained from
sources as stated, I submit the-following:
By comparison, we can calculate the -increase of population. from .the
year 1880, when the census was last taken, whi.ch gave us 32,61.0 soqls.
Of the total population at that tithe, 6,698 were children .of school age.
We may therefore estimate 4.87 i~babitants to every child of school
age, as reported to this Department, which gives us the following increase of population :
Yoa.rs.

ChUdrenof Rate Total popn.
lation.
sohool age.

Years.

4. 87

1885-'86 ··-·· .••••.
1886-'87 ··-········
1887-'88 ··-·· ••••••
1888-'89 ••••••.•••

18S0-'81 ..•..... ....
1881-'82 .••••• ·••••·
188::l-'63 ••••••••••••
1883-'84 .•••.••..••.
1884- '85 ••••••••••••

6,698
8,193
9, ~j>O
10,936
13,140

4. 87
4.87
4. 87
4.87

32,619
39,999
46,095
58,258
63,991

.

Children of Rate. Total population .
school age.
15,399
17,372
19, 1194
24,071

74,093
84,601
97,370
117,225

4.87
4. 87
4-. 87
4. 87

Upon this basis of calculation, which is undoubtedly more accurate
than by comparison with the usual estimates by voting population or
estimates given by counties, it will be seen that the present population
is 1 J7,225 souls.
Distribution by nationalities is a matter of too much conjecture ~ith~
out an actual census-taking in the Tertjtory.
Annual asBeBB1nent of• real and perBonal property for the ftlcal year 1889.
Counties.

Valuation,

Ada ............................ .
Alturas .•.•••.•.•••.••.•••••..••.
Bear Lake ..•.•..••••.••••••••••.

$3, 041, 822. 50

~~~:r~.::::
:: ::::: ::: ::: ::: ::::
Caesur ......••.••••••..•..•••.••

Cni!ter .......................... .
Elmore ......................... .
Idaho ........................... .
Kootenai ....................... .

814,387.00
861,294.00
2, 863, 712. 00
718,441.13
948,011.00
882,800.00
1,161,771.45
976,852.00
788,599.57

CoUD.ties.

Valna.tiob.

t~t:-::::::::~::::::::::: ::::::: *2• m: gii: ~g
*~~a:ee~~6·s·::::::: ::::::: ::: ::::::
Oneida .......•....... ,............
Owyhee .... - .........•.......•.. Shoshone . . . • • • . . • . • . . . . . • • • • • . • • .
Wasbingron . • . . . •• . • • • . . . . • • •• • • •
Total ......... ., • . . . . . . . . . . . .

l: m: m: ~g

1,000,864.00
1, 007, 775. 00
, .1, 632, 386. 00
1,186,796.00
23, 948, 039. 65

It, will be seen by the abov~ tabie that the taxable property as it appears on the assessment rolls for the fiscal year amounts to $23 948·~39.65. The subsequent assessment rolls are completed and filed lat'e
m October, and add to the regular assessment fully one million of dollars, bringing the total assessment close to $25,000,000. This is an
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:ulvauce over the aHsessment of 1888 ofnearly $3..Jo00,000. A11 increD-Be
of 10 per. cent. in a year of drought and great depression of some of our
indastrie~ is certainly gratifyi~g. When attention'is also callecl to the
fact that lands not patented are not taxed; that among these are farms
under the liighest state of cultivation, and worth from $10 to $40 per
acre; that our mines are not taxecl, and that these represent an annual
product of $14,000,000 and an investment of $50,00Q,0OO, it will readily
be seen that not one-third of the real wealth of Idabo is at all i:epresented on tlle assessment rolls.
·
Condensed classijicat-ion of prope,rty assesaed, 1889.
Valuation.

Property.

Real estate and improvementl........... •• • • • • . .. . • • ••• . • . . . . . . . . • • • . . .• . . . . . . •. . . . • $14,222,487.20

3, Ci34.00
5, 741, i97. 00

ffle
~~c'fti~ ·::: ::~:::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: :::: :: ::: :: :::;:: ·::: ::.' :::::::: :: ::
Goods, wares, llnd merchandise ...................................................... .,

1, OJI, 181. 25
G84, 092.26

lloney, ·bank shares, and other securities .......................................... .
Personal property not clasei:6.ed..... . . • . . . • . .• . ................................... .
Tot,al ....................................................................... .

1. 675, 437. 9-i
23, 948, 032. 65

PUBLIO LANDS.

The area of the Territory, from careful estimates, may be classified
as follows:
Clase.

Aei:es.

A~coltural lancls ....................................................................... .
Forest lands ........ . ............................... • ...................... • • ·. · • • · · . · .. · ·
Grazinit Dnd-mineral I 1nds ................... r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rough, mountainous, unftt for cultivation .•• • . • • • • • . . . • .. . • .. • . . • • . . • • • . • . . . . • • • . .. • ••..
L11kes and rivers ....... -·............................................................. ..

16, 000, :.00
10,000, JOO
20, 000,00:>
8,000,000
l, 228, IGO

Total .............................................................................. .

CJ5, 228, 160

From the most authentic information I can obtain from f.he several
land districts., 8,500,000 acres have been surveyed.
Of the lands sµrveyed about 41 500,000 have been entered or filed
under the several land actH. A large 1>ereemage of tbe surveyed lands
not claimed are so distant from streams that the expense of conveying
water to them for irrigation is too great for individuals to undertake.
Many of these lands, together wit.II the greater part of the unsurveyed
public lands, must be covered with lligh·line ditches or canals. constructed by the Government, by the Territory, or l>y companies, carrying water in safflcieut quantity for irrigntiou and domestic purposes.
On the question of irrigation I will submit my viewti later in this report.
There are il · lanct officeR in the Territory, which present the following ,. hibi of the business done in their re-.1>ecth·c offices tduce last re·
J • 11. I -.uhroit theil' repol't, in foll.
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·

C<ritr d' .Alene, Idaho, September !l, 1880.
SIR: The following is a full exhibit of the bnsincss of this office from Septo111lwr 1,
1888, to August 31, 1689, inclusive, vi~:
No. Aorcfl:.

Claes.

---------'....-.......-------------..,..,..,~....,...--.......,.--.......,---;-"- - - - 0, 007

¥i~~rt~x':i~!1~:N~n:t'i=t~~·: :: :::::: :: ::: :::::::: ::: ::::::::: :::: :::::: :: ::::::::: ::::~::: :: 1~
~::~Jt~~~ ~~~~!~.:::: :::·.·.:. :: :::·.::::: ::: ::: :::::::: :: ::::::: :::::::: ::~ :: :::::::::: :~ og
Timber-culture entries .................................................... ~.............. ·s

2,302
8,800
1,289
480

24

335

17

293

Total ......................................................... ~ ................... - 169

19, 506-

A11plioation, for patents mineral lands .................................. , ............. - .
Mineral entries .................... -....................................................

Very respectfully,

WM. J. McCLURE,

Receiver.

Hon. GEORGE L. SHOUP,

,

.

Governor of I-daho, Bois~ City.

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

Lewiatm, IdJJ.ho, &ptembe,· 2, 188U.
S1n: In reply to your favor of the 12th ultimo we have tbo honor to givo herewith
an exhibit ofthebusinessdone by this office from September I, 1!;88, to August :JI,
1889.
Class.

No. Acres.

,~~!!!~Pifi!~:.tY~~~::::: ~: ~:::::::::::: :::::: ::~:::::::: : ::::::: ::::::::::: ~~:: :~ m!!: ~ii
Pro-emption nncl oommntatlon cash entries .......................... ( .................... 171

22, 189

37

4 2

, 2::o
~f:a~eJ:i~~l:~rentrlc~· ::: ::~: :::::: ::~:: ::::::::: :: ::: ::: :: ::::::::: :::: ::: : : : : : :: ::
Applications for patetits. to mining lands . • .. • .. .. .. . . • .. • .. • .. . .. . .. .. . . • . .. . . . • .. . • .. • .
~
Mineral entries, uone ............................................. :. . . •• . • . . • . .. • . • .. .• • . -· .•.. __ .. .

t&

Total. ............................... , ............................................... 861 121,086

The acreage is given in round nnmbeffl.
Very re~pectfnlly,
FRANCIS

1".

CHARLES

Hon. GEOUGE L. SHOUP -

Governor of Idaho, Boi,e City.

PATTERSON,

>

Register.
M. Fonm:~,
Receircr.

334

REPORT 01" THE SECRE1'Alff 01•' THE lN rgmou.
UNITED STATES LAND 0FFIOE1

•

Hailey, Idaho, September 1, lai:f.J.

DEAR Sm: Responsive to you,r request of August 19, I furnish an exhibit of lmsi·
ness done-in this office for the year ending August 31, 1889:
Kind of entry:

~o.

Homestead entries .............................. • ................................... .

[~E~'
¥
J5!:;
;
~
~~;
;
)
~
:
~ ~; ~;~ ~ ~; ~; ;:;:~; ~ /; ~ ~ ~ ~: )!;~:; ;;~ ~: ~ ~: i;::
l!:~a~~i~~Je~ ~-~s-:: ~::::::::: ::::::::::::::~::::::::::: :: ::: :::::: :::: :: ::~ :: ::.
Total . . • . . • • • . • . • • • •• • • • • . • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • . • . .. • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • . . . . . . • • • . •

Very respectfully,

Hon.

200
102
115
,1,8
47

15,288
1.11, n:s
17,720
O,Hl
5,697

52'
32
37

8,!il5
5,840
732
6·;t1

None .•.

0

Desert-land proofs . • • . • . .. .. ............................... --- .. • . • • • . • • • • . • • . ... ..
Applications for patentBJ mineral Janda ............................................ .
Mineral entries ...................................................................... .

Acrea.

34,

-----667
7P
1'1:1--i

H. 0. BILLI~S,
Regi8td.

L. SaouP,
Boise City, Idalto.

GEO,

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

Boise City, Idaho, September 16, 1889.
Sm: As per your request of September 12, 1889, I have the honor to fumisb the fol·
lowing report of business in this offico from September 1, 1888, to August 31, 1889:
Kind of entry.

No.

Acree.

Homestead entries ............................................................... .

189
82
158
80
58

t~'!1e1:.!~~~:l:~it~~~ :::: ::::: ::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::::: :::: ::::::: :: :: :
Desert-land proofs .............................................................. .

Nono

itliii!{ttr~!crijj~~}}]~~~]~~~~j~~~~~~~}j~~~~~~~~~]~~~]~~~~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~

A_pplication for patenti mfnoral land ••••••••••••••••••.•• !. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
Mineral-land entries ............................................................. .

Total .................................................................... .

17,268.11
12,110.71
13,228.01
8,234, 00
7,831U7

11

17,666. ~o
a, 21a. 52
171. cos
126. 700

658

81,857.321

55
15
10

Very reepectfully,
HARLEN PEFLEY,

H, C.

.Register.
BRANSTETTER,

RecBiM".
Hie

, lli 1w\, :1 ,,. L.

SHOUP,

Govtrnf'r of Idaho.

•

335

'l'ERRl'l'ORY 0.1!' IDAHO.

lJNITELI STA..TES LAND 0FF1Clll, -'

mackfoot, Idaho, AugUBt 19, 188!!.
SIR: In response io your letter of August 12, 1889, we.have tho honor to furnish yo0with the following exhibit of busiri.css"Clone by tbis office-from September 8_; 188tl, to
A.ugnst 19, 1889:
9

Acres.

No.

Class.

~:!~~lli~O:;roofs .•... ::: : :: : :: :: : ::: ::: :::: ::~:::: :::: ::: ::: : : : :: : : : : : : : : : :: :: .

256
122
148
148
187
37
133

38,754.08
18,919.41
20, 12:7. 23
38,400.00
63,490.00
4,897. 4,i
15,_836. 59

To~l. .......................................................... : •..••. ~ ... .

1,-031

190,424.75

Homestead entries •....•••••••••••..••...••••••...••. -···········-··········· .•..
Final homesteads . ................................. -• -• -- .••• - •• -•• -• - . --. ....... .
Timuer•cnlture entries .......... . ....... -- •••..• -.. -- .• -• - ••.•.. .. -............... .

~~::f~~r~:a~~~i~~.:::: :::: :: ::: ::: :::::: :::::: :::::::: :: :::::::: ::·::,:: ::::::::::

There are approxtmately3,500,000 acres of surveyed lands in Blackfoot distri-0t, with
perhaps one and a half million acres yet open for entry under the differeut land laws.
The greate1· portion of t~ese latter is susceptible of irrjgatiqn and c~ltivation, iO: a1!dition to 5,000,000 acres ofunsurveyed land, .a preponderance of which could,be irrigated and farmed to a good advantage under some such -~ystem as is ta]kect of now.
The necessity of creatiag reservofrs at suitable points along t.qe Snake 1,1,nd Blackfoot
H.ivers .is fast becoming obvious. During the higl;l-watcr period iu the early spring
more water passes through these streams and p1.·actically goes to wast,e than w'onld
be required to irrigate all the lands referred to above. Iii seasons such as the one
through which we havejast passed great hardships and suffering are experienced by
the settler, who depends on the waters of these streams for tlle irrigation of his crops
~nd for water with which to supply his stoc1c, This arrangement leads also,to eu<lless litigation, and pa1·t_ies who for years have been undisturbed in the use of water
arc almost universally plaintiffs or defendants in suits now pending to determine the
right of one party or the other to the water.
~
We can not impress npon yon too strongly the necessity of .comfuending this matter
of reservoirs to Congress and to tlle honorable Secretary. We reiterate ·t.11e recom- •
mendations of our predecessors relative to opening up as speedily as possible the
Fort Hall Iudian Reservatiou, comprising 1,300,000 acres of the choicest and ruo~t
availal>le agricultural lauds in the Territory. Each head of a family should be allotted 320 acres and the balance thrown open to settlement. Your attention is also
called to the necessity of extending the public sarvo,vs in this district, particularly
in the T~ton Basin, where t~ere. has bee~ a.large settlement of late, all(lihe parties
nre anx10ns to procure their titles. This is the case throughottt the uortbeastern
por·ion of Bingham County generally. C-ongress,·last winter, cut off a largo tract_
of tho Fort Hall Reservation south of the town of McCammon, which is q11ite largelv
set~lecl and has _l>ee1?- for years, and these sett~ers · are desirous of _perfecting t,itles to
their ]ands, which m some cases they have hved upon for upwar.cls of twentj-:nvo
years. We earnestly request your favorable recommendation of these much-neeclefl
~~

.

~ory rosp~ct(nlly,

P.RRRY J.
W \. H.

ANSON,

Register.
DANILBON,

Receiver.

Hon.

L. SHOUP,
Governor of Idaho, Boi81 o,ty.

GEORGE
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Total filings fol' 1880.

Total proore for 1889.

Class.

Number.

,Acres.

Number.

Acres.

r

Homestead ••.•••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Pro•emption .•..••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Timber-culture ••..•••..•...•.•.•••.••••.••••..••••.
Desert .•••..•••.••.••••.•••...•••.•.•.•••.••••......•
Mineral. ••••.....•••.....••..••••••.••..•.•.•..•..•••

801
lj41
293
204
72

103,837
130,023
38,308

430

7D, 771
1,25-i

84
62

4.41
2

---------'.rota} ..•••..•••••.•••••....•..•.•••••.•..•..•..
2,361
l, 025
353,253

6.'i,331
r,7, (,03
240
13,950
·1,096
137,710

I am informed that fully one-third of the surveyed lands not patented
or filed on can not be classed as agricultural lands, being too brokeh or
mountainous for agricultural purposes. Many of the suneys are defective, in some localities townships being only surveyed in part.
Tliere should be larger appropriations made fot the survey of publio.
lands in Idaho. Hundreds of settlers have spent half an average lifetime upon their farms; have erected valuable buildings; have constructed irrigating canals at the cost Qf thousands of dol\ars; have
connected their farms with the towns l>y grueling excell 'nt roads and
building bridges, and yet ·they can obtain no legal title to the lands
which tlle.v have macleof the greatest value. They are still" squatters"
tolerated .by the Government, their rights subj~ct to dispuiie, ,and not
transferable in any. valid manner. The pioneers of I<laho do not deserve such treatment. They have helped create wea]th which is a part
of the riches of their country; under the greatest difficulties they have
uphel(l American institutions~ established American school~, and cultivated loyalty and love of freedom and Justice; they have obeytd the
laws and de!·ended them---tbe Genera.I Government ought to touch them
with a father's hand, and make them welcome to tl10 benefactions of
their father's house.
It is a'bsurd to apply rules of tmrvey to Idaho which were construofed
for Iowa autl Kansas. The Department should provide pay and appli::
ances dcmamled by a, mountaiuous country. 1:he survey should not
only be a ~nrface measurement of land, but it should also be a mineral
and a. geological surves; it should be an assistant in our irrigation
system, aml a chart for furests and streams.
President Grant years ago challenged the attention of the woQd to
" the stroug l>ox ,,. in the mountains, wherein is locked the treasures of
the land. 'l'he surveyors of the United States should not lag twenty
years l>ebiml our poiueers-rather the surveyors should themselves be
the pioneer corps to.open to universal knowledge the wealth of ldaho.
Every consideration of justice, every sound business principle, every
thought of loyalty to our own land and people should prompt Congress
to wake the most generous provision for a complete to1>0graphical survey of the unsnrveyed portions of this entire Territory.
RAIL RO.ADS,

By ,irtue of a law enacted by tl.le fourteenth legislative ~sembly, the
rn, 11u r. co_nt~oller, and treasurer conKtitnte a board of equalization,
. l os • ,1 1 · 1 1 I I place : valuation per mile <>n each line of road pas ·
11"Lhr 1 11,!'h I
0

t

1

·I ·r · · ,,

r ban oneconnty. ThiR valuation so mnde is certified
l11 • boards of county commissioners, thronglJ which sul'h
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lines pasR, and the number of !Diles and valuation are placed on the as.
sessment books of these counties.
Oregon Short Line Railioay.-This !oad passes throa_gh the Terr1t?ry
from east to west entering the Territory from Wyomm~ and passrng
thence through the followjng counties to Huntington, iu Oregon:
Oregon Short Line Railway Company.
County.

Ada...........................................................

Bear Lake....................................................
Bingbam. .••••• .••.•• •••. •••. .••••••••. •••••• •••••• ••••••. ••.
Elmore · • • • • • · ·: • • • · •· • • · • • • • • • · •• • • • •• • • • • •• • • • · • • • • • • · • • • • ·

Miles.

Valuation
per mile.

.Aggregate
valuation.

75. 58

$11, 500

•::~,' ~~g

gi

:; ~gg

1, 118, 825

465. 63 .••••••••••••.

3,026,595

45. 48
58. 81

1~:

6,500
6,500

!~~: gi~

~~f~fe:::::
:: :::::: ::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::: ::: ::: ::::::: :: 21. 44
6,500
189,360
W ashlngt-0n .•••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• · 1-_28_._10_ ,_ _ _
6,_5o_o_, ____is--:~-6-50

A short distance after entering the Territory this line passes through
Montpelier, a thrifty town of 1,200 inhabitants situated in the Bear
Lake Valley. Cattle, horses, and sheep are shipped from this town in
large numbers; the tonnage in grain is also lnrge.
The town of Soda Springs is noted for the large shipment of stock,
and is a favorite summer resort for tourists. The great Soda Springs
at this place are not equaled in any country'; car-loads of this mineral
-water have been bottled and shipped to points east and west this season. The trout fishing in tlie mountain streams near by can not be excelled.
McCammon, at the junction of the Utah and Northern Railway, is
on the Portnenf, a stream noted for its beautiful scenery and superb
trout. From McOammon to Pocatello there are three rails, the Utah
and Northern Narrow Gauge running on same road-bed.
Pocatello is in the heart of the Fort .Hall Indian Reservation, ~ud
wool<l be one of the turiftiest towns in the ·rerritory if tlie Indians
were allotted ·lands in sever!},tty, and the remainder of the reservation
opened for settlement. 'rl.10 Utah aud Northern Railway leaves the
Oregon Short Liu.eat tllis station, running nartherly to the Montana
line.
Twenty-six miles west from Pocatello are the American Falls on
Snake H.iver, and on the line of the Indian reser\ atiori. The fine wa.ter
power at these falls must, iu the near future, attract capitalists.
Shoshone is a prosperous town on the great Snake River plains. At
this point the Wood River branch leaves the Oregon Short Line Railway and bears a northerly course to Bellevue, Bailey, and Ketc_hum.
Each of these towns is sustained largely by the mines in their tmmediate vicinity. Bellevue has also a good ranch and grain trade; Bailey
is a prosperous county seat, and Ketchum is the shipping point for the.
large Custer County traffic. About twenty miles from Shoshone are
the great Slloshone Falls on Snake River, with which it is connected
by stage line. A company is now engaged in surveying a route for a
railroad to these falls, which are second to Niagara only in voll1me of
water, but for the.ir grandeur ca1i uot be excelled.
Glenn's Ferry and Mountain Home are growing towns. l\fonntain
Home is the main distributing point for tlie Upper anu Lower Brnneau
Castle, and Catherine Creek valleys of Owyhee County. Large ship~
ments of wool1 horses, cattle, and sheep are made from this locality to
1
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the eastern markets annually; and when the country surroutHling tliese
localities, much of which is ari<l land, is reclaimed by tho proper dist~i
bution of water, they. will become towns of great importance.
Nampa, 19 miles from Boise City, iR the junctiOJl'of-the Idaho Central
Hailway with the main line. Its commercial interests with Owyhee
Ooirnty are large.
Caldwell, sitnated on the Boise River, is one of the most pro~pero6$
towns on the line of this road, beiug situate in the center of a fine agricultural and grazing district. Its volume of business is increasing rap.
idly, and it is an excellent shipping point for wool,.grain, ·and live~
stock.
Payette and \Veiser are growing towns., and as the country becomes:
settled will be places of much importance.
Utah and Northern Ratlway.-This road.runs from Ogden, in Utah, to
Gar1ison, on the line of the. Northern Pacific, in· Mon tuna. It enters
Idaho- near Franklin, and is narrow gauge to Pocatello, 77 miles, where
· it crosses the Oregon Short Line Railwa_y. From Pocatelio north it is
standard gauge, of which 129· miles are in I<laho.
Counties.

Miles.

Narrow _gauge:
Bing-ham ....•.••••.••..••.••••.,. .......................... ..

55.42

Oneida .•.....••......•••..••..••••• , ••......••.....••.•....

21.45

Standarcl gauge:
Bingham.:- .............................................. .

129. 62

, Total vRlnation .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ··- ••

Valuation
per milo.

f5, 000

· 5,000

.Ajrgregate-

valuation.

•211, 100
107,250

76. 87
6,500

!···· ................... .

842,530
l, 226,880

The principal towus situated on this line are Franklin, Pocatello1
Blackfoot, Eagle Rock, Camas, an<l Bea,·er Canon.
Blackfoot lies ou the nortberu border of Fort Hall Indian Reservation and is the county seat of Bingham Uounty. It is surrounded by
an extensive agricultural and grazing district and is growing mpidly.
The Blackfoot United States land office and Territorial insane asylum are located at this point.
Eagle Rock is on~ of the most pi:ogressive towns on this line, with a
vast extent of farmmg la.nds tributary thereto.
Camas is a supply and shipping point for the extensive silver and
lead mines on Lost River and the Ilirch Creek mining districts. Large
quantities of ores are shipped from this place.
Uea\rer Canon, at the foot of the mountain, is the center of lumber.
ing interests of grMt importance and value. National Park tourists
leave the railway at this poiut.
ldaJio Central Rail2cay Oompany.-'l'his road leaves tl.te Oregon Short
Line Railway at the towu of Nampa, an<l runs easterly to Boise City,
the capital of Idaho.
~
Len :.. th 11 • road, 18! miles. It is operated by the Union Pacific Rail..
Company and is doing nn excellent bnsine8s.
Valuatlota.
Coant ·

_

,/

...................... ................... .... :

Mflea.

__ IV,doatlon
pet mile.
18. 50

•2. 500

33U ,

TERRITORY 01!' lD.A.110.

Northern Paci.fie Railway Oonitany.-This road enters the TerritQl'Y
from Montana at tlie town of Heron, and passes through Hope, Sand
Point, G-rauite, and Rathdrum, the ~unty. sea~ of ~ootnrni Coun_ty.
On the route it sweeps around three sides of the beautiful Pen d'Ore1lle
Lake.
Length of road, 88 miles.
.
The company claims an exemption from taxation, by act of dongre~s,
as long as we remain a Territory. Its rolling stock is valued for taxa.
tion by the county authorities.
Washington and Idaho Railway Gompa·ny.-This is a part of the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company's system, and now leased to the
Union Pacific Company. Its line starts from :Farmington, Wash-., .and
runs east tlJrongh the Creur d'Alene Indian Reservatio9, up the valley of the South Fork of the Crn~r d'Alene River, and over tµe Mullen
Pass into Montana. It is standard gauge.
·
Its line has been graded through the valley of the South Fork, alongside the Crear d'Alene Company's road, from Mission, in Kootenai
County, to Wallace, in Shoshone County; a distance of 25 miles, and is
now being graded and bridged to Mullen, 8 miles fnr~her east. The
iron on this grade will be laid this year and trains running, it is said,
by the first day of January, 1890. They have a line surveyed up the
North Fork of the Coour d'Alene River and its tributaries for a dist~nce
of 35 miles, which it is _believed will be constructed next year.
Valuation.
-County.

Right of way.

Shoshone • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • .. .. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • .... .. • .. • • • .. • • .. • ... • .. • • .

$20, 000

Coeur d'Alene Railway and Navigation Oompany.-Thi& line enters the
Territory at the bead o( navigation of the Creur d'Alene River, at Old
Mission, in Kootenai County, and runs thence in an easterly directiop.,
passing· through the towns of Kingston, Wa1~dner Junction, Osl.Jorne,
and Wallace, ending at Mullen.
The road is constructed entirelY on public lauds. The company own
only the necessary right of way. It has been extended 7 miles or more
his season, to Mullen, and is narrow gauge.
This line is operated by the Northern Paeifie l:tailway Company, and
it is reported that this company is surveying for au all-rail connection
with its line from Creur d'Alene City to Hanser Junction, in Kootenai
County. When this connection· is made the Coour d'Alene road will be
alte~ed to ~ standard gauge, and it is likely wjll be part of the Northern
Pacific Railroad Company's new through line to the East.
Shoshone Co_unty farnis~e~ most of the freighting and carriage of passenger~. The immense mmmg products of this county, consisting of
gold, silver, and lead ores, are transported over this road. The freight
traffic for this year is estimated at not less ,than 93,000 tons.
Mileage-.
Conn ties.

f~st~:~-······
.. ······ .. ········· .. ······· ······ ········ ··--·· .. ....
• • • • "· • • • • • ...... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• ,,,., ... , • • .. • • .. • .

Miles. Valuation
per mile.

Aggregate
va.Juation.

2. 10
$5, ooo
$10, 500
30. 43
6, 000
182, 150
-·--1----1---88. 58 •• • • .. .. • • • •
192, 650
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Spokane and Palouse Ra-ilwa.y.-This road enters tha Territory in Nez
Perces County, about the middle line of t-ownship 37, range 6, rnuuing
th<·nce southeast and _north a distance of 5 mjles, and enters Lat:Jh
County, terminating at the town of Genesee; <listance, 1½ miles. It
is standard gauge and doing a splendid business. This line is a supply road aml is operated lJy tbe Northern Pacific Railroad.
Valuation.
Miles.

Conntiea.
Nez Peroes • • • • • . ••• • • • .. . • •• .... ... • •••••• •••• •• .. • • . • • . •• • . .... • • • .

Valuation Al!~r~ate
per mile. valuation,
$6,500
6,600

5

Lo.tab................................................................

1. 50

$32,500
9,750

G. 50

_42, 250

Oregon Railil'ay and Nai,igation Ooni_.Pany.-Tbis is another branch of
the Union Pacific system; entering the Territory about 3 miles west of
Moscow, iu Latah County. Moscow is at present the terminus of the
roa<l. Length of road in Ida.ho, 3 miles.
Valuation.

.

County, .

,

_

,,,,.,

1

~atah .,.
. •••

'

.

.

. . . . . . . . .~. . . . . . . . . . . _ .... , · . . . . . -

'.·~ . . .

_ ,.

-!C~-1

, ,,

_=.__:

~... ' ~ · · · · - · · · · ' .... .

_,.

8; -

~Q.ijia~on A~ .
~ ~.e. val .

: ',. $7. ' . .797
·-

. ,

Spokane Falls and Idaho Railway Oompany.-This road commences at
the Idaho line and runs in a sonthea.sterly direction to Creur d'Alene
Lake, which is used by the company to transport freight by steamers
to the Creur d'Alene mining region. Length of this road, 13! miles.
Valt}ation.
County.
Kootenai.............................................................

13. 50

$3, 0<10

$l0, 500

Total mileage of railways in the Tet"l'itory.
Name of railway.

Counties.

Miles in
oounty.

Ada ....... ... .. .... .. . .... •. • .. . Oregon Short Line Rwy. Co .•.

Buat· Lake ............................. do ..................... ..

~:~fc!;~u_i_: ::: :::::: :::::: :: ::: ::: ::::::a~ ::::: :::: :::::::::: ::::
:.:~ :::::::::::::::::::::::
r.~~~l.1'g~~: :::::: ::: : : : : ::: : :: : . w'o~ni~e~·:: :: :::: :::: :::: ::
Logan . • • • .. . • • • • • • • • • .. .. • .. • • • . Branch of Oregon Short Line
~~~~.. ·::: :: ::::::: :::::: ::::: :: : ::::

Rwy.Co.
Bingbr,'! ...... ............ ...... ~~~~d:1? ~~~~~~-r-~-~~::::::::
Oneld., ......................... . •. do ...................... .
Kootenai ........................ C'c!!rd'AleneRwy,andNav.
~

................ .
_.. ..... - . • .

.... do ...................... .
.. • . • • •• Spokane and Palouse .••••••.
....... . .... do . . . ................ .

Id I ,, ( , ntral Co ............ .
n, ,,, H J. andNav, Co .•.
r
u,, l l nod Idaho ••••.
r,1 ' , :n Pacific Co ....... .
W blngton and Idaho ...... .

Valuation Aggregnfe
asae&lled
pel'mile. valun.tione.

*75.58

t6, 500

*45.48

6,500
6,500
6,500
6,600
6,500
6,500
4',500
6,500

$491,270
205,620
3W,015
420,355
764, f55
139,360
182,650
101,270
353,470

5,000
6,500
5,000

277,100
842,530
107, 25(1

G, 000
6,500.

182,150

*58.31
*M.67
*117. 67
*21.44
*28.10
*15. 58
*6'.38
t55.42
•129. 62
121. 45
12.10
f36. '3

•5.

-t.50
*18. 50

~.ooo
G,600
2,500

.ta.

7,797

tB.50

3,000

t88.

f33.

'i)

( )

B2, 500
9,750
40,250

23,::191

'°·~

20,000

.. ···--· .. - "nD, 1se
- - ------'------''----.....,;,---S.-11.73

tlifarrow

10,500

SNot,

l.

t Riaht of wq.
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This is a proposed transcontinental line. It will extend .to Seattle
from Sioux Falls, where it will join a road which has a line running
direct from Sioux Falls to Chicago~ The connection of these two roads-,
it is claim~d, will make the road 300 miles shorter than any other between the Pacific Coast and Chicago. ·
A corps of viewers and engineers have been viewing and locating this
road during the past summer, entering Idaho· on the North Fork of
Snake River, crossing the Utah and Northern Railway at Market Lake;
thence running across the plains to Bfrch Creek; from Birch Creek to the
divide between Snake and Salmon Rivel's; thence down the Lemhi to
Salmon City, on the.Salmon River; from Salm~m City thi~ road is located
down and along the Salmon Rive1· to Slate Creek, where it will probably
leave the river and pass through Camas· Prairie to Lewiston. This
road when complete will open up much of the interior of the Territory
now inaccessible, and will add greatly·to our present commerce.
The lengt,h of this road in Idah-0 will approximate 500 miles.
The officers of the Union Paci.fie system are thinking seriously of
changing the line of the Oregon Short Line Railroad, so as to bring the
main line via Boise City, and thence down Boise River, through one of
the finest and most productive valleys in the Territory, to Caldwell, on
the present line.
The same company have made surveys from Huntington down the
Snake River to Lewiston. It fs believed this road will be built in the
near future.
Many other lines and branches have been surveyed, and it is sa~ to
predict that some of them will be built at no distant'day. The outlook
for ample railway facilities in the Territory is very proinising.
Telegraph linea in the Ten·itorg.
Counties.

Name of telegraph company.

Adi\................ We"tom Union Tolegraph Company ••
Do ..•••..•••••....... do .••.••.••••.••••.••••••••••••••
Alturas ....••.••••.•.••••. do ..••••••••••••••••••••••.• , ••••
Bear Lake •.••••..••..••••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Bingham .••••••••••••••••• do .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Do •••••••••••••••••••. do •••••••••••• ·•••••••••••••••••.
l>o ..•••••••.•••...•••. do ............................... .
Elmore ...•••••••.••.•••••. do •.••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.
Kootenni...... . • • • • . . . . . . do .............................. .
Do .•••••••••.••.•••••• do .............................. .
Lntal.t ..•••••••..••..•••.. clo •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Lojl;nn .••••••••.••••.••.••. do •.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Oneiila ...••••••••••..••... do ..••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.
Do ...••••••••••.•••••• do .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Washington .•••••••..••... do •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

No. of No. of
wires. milos.
1
2
1

.l

1
•6
4
1
5
1
1

l
4

4
1

75. 47
20. 00
15. 38
45. 34
57. 72
22.60
102. 24
64. 67
58. 00
8. 00
3.00
172. 05
21. 97
21. 45
28.08

Valuat1on .Af!gregate
per mile. valuation,
$50. 00
70.00
50. 00
50. 00
50.00
130. 00
1.10. 00
60. 00
130.00
50. 00
50. 00
50.00
50. 00
110.00
50.00

776. 17

•

Kootenai............ N ortl.tern Pacific RRilroad Companv..
6 .....•••
Ada. ........ •••..... Silver Oity Tt-legrnph Company .. :.,.. .•..•••. 20. oo
Ow_yl.tee .•••••••••••....•.. do............................... •••••••. 27. oo
Elworo .••••••••.•••. Rocky Bat· and Mt. Home Telegraph .••.•••. 54. 00
Company.

(*)

50. 00
50.00
25.00

1907.17 •••••• ••••••

• N oi asseaae4,

$3,773.50
1,400.00
769.00
2,267.00
2i,886. 00
2,964.00
18, ~6.40
a,233. 50
7,540.00
400. 00
150. 00
8,602.50
1,098.50
2,359.50
1,404.00
_57, 693. 90
1,000.00
1,350. 00
1,350.00
61,393.90
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Tons of Idaho produ~ts shippeaby railroad and steam-boat fo1· year endin_g July~ 1889.
Name· or et,at:iona.

.

Name of roads.

Fra.n'klln ..•.••••••••••.. Utah and Northern Rjry. (Unfon Pacific -system~~· •••••
"Battle Ureek ..••••••.•••.•..... do .•••.••.••• : ••••••• , •.•••••••••••••••••••..••••••.
Oxford .••...••••••••••••..•.••. do •••• , .............................................. ..

r,;sir: ~;:);: ::::;:Ji::;:~:~: ::/ : : :: :; : :~:: ::;::;::

=::::::

ft:~~te!t~\~
·::::: ::::::: ::::: .~~: :::::: ::::::: ::::::: :::::: :::: :: :: ::::::::::::::::
Camas . . ....................... do· ••••••••••••••.••••••.••..••.•••.•••••••••••••
u

•••

Bea\'er Cafiou ••••.•••.•....••. do ..•••.•••••.•••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Montpelier ..•••••••• : • •• . Oregon Short Line Ilwy. (.Union Pacific .system) ••••••••.•

~~!::pg~~t::: ::: ::: :: :::::: :3~ :..................................................
:::::: :::::: :::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::.

American l!"alls •••••••••••••••• do
Minidoka ...................... do
Kimama ···········-····· .••••. do
Shosbone •••••••••••••••..•.•.. do

..••••••.••••••.••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.
•.•••.•••••••••••••••.••.•••••.•••••••••.•••••••••.
..••••••..••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••• ,. •• , ••••

w:::,~~=i~,lli>~e: ::::::::: ::::J~ ::::: :~:::::::::::::: ::::::::::::·::::::: ::::: ::::::

Nantpa ..•••••••• . •••••••..••••. do •.•••••••••.••••••••••••.•••.•••.•••••••••••••• -···
Caldwell ••••.•••••••••.•..•••.. do ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• ~ •••••••.••••••••••••.
Payette . • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . .... do .••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••••.
Bois~

Tons.

2; 000
463

335
679
2,·012
37
638
2,710
175
5, HiO
877

8,324
4,602
62
8,885

Wood River Branch (Union Pacific systctu) • •••• ••. •••••.

15, OSG

306

2,988
54

1,578

1,058
4,010

2,031

City............... Idaho Central Rws. (Union Pacitlc system) ••••••••••••••......••

llellovue .. .... ...........

'l'otaf
tous.

24,178
805

5, 807

::I2iri,i~::: ::::::::: ::: :· .: :: ::S~ :: ::: ::::::::::::::::: :~:~ :: :: ::: :::::::::::::::::: !: g~~

13,404

Moscow •••••••••••••••••• Nortberu Pacific, Spokane and Palouse Rwy .•••••.•••••. 27,252
Genesee.....•..•••........ ...... do . • • • . . •• •• • • . •••... .• . ••••••..••. .••• •• • • •• • • • •• • • . 15,200

42,542

Creur d'Alene Rwy. and Navigation Co. (poinl-s not specified) ..•••••••••••••••••••••. 80,000
Northern Pacific Rwy.
8,000

(estimated,....................................................

'l'otru ..............................................................'..... •• • • •• • • . • • • • • • .

88,000

184:;iu

It is estimated that steam.boats !Jave carried from Lewiston, on Suake
Wve1·, 11early 50,000 tom~, consisting of wJrnat, oats, barl~~', ilaxsec<l, cto.
Total tons of freight ,·,ceivedfar co11aumplion iii Idaho for the yem· ell<ling July, 1889,
Tona.

Union Pacific s,·atem:
Ut.ah .and Nortbtlrn Rwy, Oregon Short Line Rwy, Woo<l River Branch, a,,d Idaho llen·
trnl Rwy ............... .............................................. . ................ .
North Pacific tt:1okane and Palouse Rwy Co .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••
Creur <l'Alene ltw_,v and Navigation Co. (estimated) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.

:Noi:thern l'aci.tl.o Bwy (estimated) ....... . .................................................. ..
H11t1mated tons received at Lewiston by ateam.1,oata .•••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••

55,000

21,000
18,000
5,600
20,000

Total. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 119, 000
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Valite of p1'oducts marketed Jo,· the year 1889.

Counties.

Cattle,
hori!eB, and
sheep.

II

Wooi
and'

Grain
and bay.

Hill.es.

pelts.

Fmits
and vegetables.

Lumber.

·nriok.

---

--.Alla ........

..!ltnrRS .••• .
Bear Lake ...

llinl!llam ....

.Bois6 .•••• ; ..
Cni-sia. ..... .

Custer ...... .
mmore ....•.
l1laho ......
Kootenai ....
Latah ........
Lemhi .......
Logan .......
Nez Perces ..
Oneida ....•..
Owyhee .•..•
Sl.ro1:1hone .•..
Washing ton .
'fo.tal ..

$236,500
30, uoo
200,000
216,000
07, 00(•
1P:1, 350
40; 000
411. 000
7ll, 00\)
32,000
Sil, uOO
50,000
86,500
194-, 000
119,000
26(1, :JOO
18,000
140,000

-----2,083,350

21,000
31,000
230,000
5,000
36,056

$9,500
2,000
1,000
7,000
4,000
1,000
1,500
2,000
2,COO
l, 100
2,500
500
2,000
2,000
2,600
3,000
1,000
2,500

$370,000
43,900
200,000
319,000
130,000
203,900
126, lOU
15,000
211,000
16,000
887, 0(,0
60,000
60,000
316,000
1300, 000
265,000
15,000
117,200

808,326

47,200

a, 655,190 I

$220,000
7,000

J, ouo

411,000
19, i;OO
41, nOO
60,000
50, UuO
31,000
4,770

.. ··a: ooo ·

Other

!~~:fa¥.

~65,0')0
li,000
2; 000
39,000

$195,000
50,000
50,000
2110, 000

-1 650
200
7,500
11, 50_0
J, 400
2,200
JO, 000
10,000
61,000
9,000
20,000
2,000
80,000

17,250
30,000
15-(};tOO
• 49,000
250,000
97,600
25,000
19,000
84,000
22, 000
22, uoo
280,000
80,00()

412,850

1,643,850

19, ouo

16:

sa, ooo

$60,000
25,000
15,000
53; 000
7;000
, 1,000
8,000
3,000
17,000
28,000
40,000
3,000
8, <mo
16,000
9,000
3,000
42,000
10,000

$30,009
13,000
10,000
6f, 000
23,000
JO, 000
10, ooo
25,000

~i: ~ii

80, 00!)
20,000
-15, 000
16,000
36,000
24,000
70,000
20,000

-848,000
- - -572,000
--

RECAPITULATION,
Cattle, horses, and sheep ................................................................... $2, 083, 350

iitd~~a~-~ ~~~-:: :::::::: ::: :: ~ ::::: :::::: ::::::: :::: ::: ::::::::: :: ::::::::: :::: :::: :: :::: ::

r~t{:~~~~;~~~~!~.-:·: :: ·: :::=·=:::::::::::

==:::~::·:·=::::::::::::::===·:::::: =·=·:·:·:·:·: ::==::.

Brick . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • ... • • • • • • ••• .. • • • • . • • • • • •• • • • • • • . .... • • • • • • • • • .• • • . • • .. . .. .
Other buildfna- materlfl . .. • • • . • • . • • • • ..... • • .. .. .. . • • • • • . . • • • •••..•• ••• • • ••• •• • .. .. • • • . • • • • • •

~;;

ni

:z

:: '308, iig
000
562, 000

Total .. • • • • .. .. • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • . • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 9, 5~0, 176

A.DA OOUNTY.

.Assessment
· _v,Lllues:

Improved land patented, 85,560 acres •. • • • . • • . • • . . • • ••• •• • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • $731-' 795
Valne of improvements on above . •• •• . .. . . .• •••• .•...•• ••• •••• •••• •• • •••
514,.584
Improvements c,u land not :patented, 41,000 acres .••••••. :................. ~04, 756'
Irrigating can~ls.. • • • . . . • • • . . • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • .
26, 500
Rocky Moun tam Bell Telephone Co...... •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . • • • • • . • • • • •
3, 000
Western Union TelEgraph Co............................................
5,173
1,000
Silver City Telegraph Co .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••• :
46,250
Idaho Central R_y. Co •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _..
Ore'Ion Short Line Ry. Co •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.. ·•••. • • . • . • • • • • • 481,-270
Beef cattle, 2,uOO head, 11,t $20 • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • •
4.0, oo_o
'l'horough bred bulls, 200 head, at $50 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . . • • • • . . • • • . • • •
10, 000
Thoroughbred cows, 250 head, at $30 ...... .••••• .••••• .••••• •••.•. .•••••
7,500
Range catt,le, 10,940 head . • . • . . . • • . . . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • ... • .. • • .
103., 180
Thotougbbred horses, 30 head, at $300 . . ••• • .••••• •• • ••• •• • ••• •• • . . . . • • . .
9,000
31 000
Graded horses, 100 head, at $30 .•••••••••••••••••••• __ • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • •
A111eri'can horses, 7,915 head .•..•••••••••• ·-.. •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 2'29, 350
Hofs, l,195head, at$:3 ••••••••••.••••••••.·..............................
3,585
Mu es, 160 head, at $45 .. • . ••• ••• •••• •••••. •• • ••• •••• •••••• ••.•..• ••• ••••
7,200
60, 000
Sheep, 30,000 hoad, at $2 . • • •• • . • . • • •.• • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • • • •• •• • • • • • • • • •• •• • •
Money, bank stock, and other securities..................................
139,.488
Goods, wares, and me1·ohandise.... • • . . . • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • . • •.• .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 211,_836
Other personal property, not enum~rated ••••••••••.•••••.•••• , ••• • . • • • • • 168,855
'l'otal . • • • . • . • • . •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • . . • • • 3-1 006, 822

The county of Acla occupies a central portion of the western part of the
T~rritory. It_is 75 miles in length from nor-th to sooth, with an avetage
width of 35 miles. The older settlements occupy the valleys, ·and these
valleys ar~ thronged with prosperous people. Their homes are surrounded with orchards and groves, and are sustained by fruitage from
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fi('Ms prorluci11g far in excess of the prairie lands of Illinois. Settle·
uwnt has but fairly begun upon the uplands, and their adaptability to
IJOrticnltnre is yet under experiment; but the yield of grass and grain
is equal to that of the valleys. More tlian 600,0UO acres of exeellent
land a.re open to settlement iu this connt.v, all of which is still owned hy
the Go\·ernment, and suluect to entry under the public land laws. Not
an acre can be bought without first bringing the land under cultivation.
Perhaps 10 per cent. of the land of .Ada Oounty is hilly or mountainous.
All of the remainder will yet be irrigated 1Jy grea.t Mnals and nourish
by their pr-oducts tens of thousands of people.
The system of irrigating canals already provided is the wonder of a.li
who visit this prosperous county. Small farming communities O~ll
canals supp~Y-_in.g from ten to oue hundred r.anches. Sometimes but two
or t !tree join in taking out water.. The uplands are supplied. by- cau\lls
wl.Jich cost from $10,000 to $80,000. The capital city is provided for by
two canals, which send little rivulets tluough every street and upo11
every lot in quantities desired by the people. Uncultivated lots and
blocks1 covered with native sage-brush aud bearing all the physic~
aspects of the desert plaips, alternate with lots and blocks upon wllich
water has b(•en applied, where flourish trees and grass, orchards, gardens, anll flowers.
·
The beauty" of BoisA City, with its wealth of' fruit and stately trees,
has often been told. Time only adds to its attractiveness. Its annual
growth averages 10 per cent. in tlie number and valne of its buildings.
!du.ho was the first of the Territories to provide itself with a permanent
capitol building· at its ow11 expense, and the people are well satisfied
with theiP investment. The building and furnishing cost about
$85,000. .

·

West of the capitol is the immense public school building, and on the
east is the court-house, both the best public buildings of their kind yet
erected in the Territory. Occupying another block is the United States
assay office, a Rolid stone building, erected several years ago at the
expense of the Unite(i States Government. There is still needed a
suitable building for the post-office, with rooms required fqr the enlarging husiness of the United States land offices. Tli'e United States mar.
shal has quarters at the court-house. A suitable Government building
coulc1 be erected on one of our main business thoroughfares, adapted
to the needs of the postal service and the land depflrtment, for about
e4o,ooo, and an appropriation for this purpose should be made at au
early day. Other towns in Ada County should not pass urmoticetl.
The town of Caldwell jastJy claims honorable mention 011 account of its
extended wholesale and retail trade, its excellent public and pr.f,·ate
buildiugs, and the energy with which its thou~htful people push its interests in·e\"ery direction. Payette is a beautiful village, drawing its
support from both agricultural and lumber interests, while Emmett is
the busiest of lumber towns.
The statistics of live stock and agricultural products eJsewuere given
are tho best evi~nce of the strength and varied nature of the resources
of Atla Connt;r. In the yield offruit and vegetables Ada County ranks
first in the Territory; in hay it ranks second; in grain it ranks third.
P<'rll'I ps the lime is not far distant when Ada wi1l rank first in all these
part1cuJa1 . • since the real develo1lment of the county has but falrl)
commenced.

TERRrPORY 01•' IDAHO.
ALTURAS COUNTY.

Improved fond patented, 12,378 acres ....• - - - .•... - • . - ••.•••..•• • · · · • • • ·
Value of improvements on alJove .. - ......... -...... -- ..•••. - - -- - : - - - - - -Improvcmentson.land not patented, ~,053 acres .••••..•••...••.•..••••. -·
1mproYoments on mining claims ...•... - -.... - -• -.. -• --•.• - • - .. - • - • - --•...
Quartz mills, concentrators, etc ••....•••.••....••..•.••.•••. -...•.•.•.••
City nud town lots .••••............•••....•••...••.. ······--- · ·· ....... •·
Improvements on city ancl town lots .••••.. - .• - •.• - - ••.•• -·· -- •• - . · - .r. - - Saw 1uills, etc ......•........••••..••.• -··.· -····· •••••. -··· -··· -··· ··••
Miniug and irrigating ditches .................................. -·····-· Toll roads ...•.......•••. . .•••••.•••.. -·····-----·················----··
Western Union Telegraph Co .•••...•••••••••••.••••.••••.......•..•••. ,
Rocks Mountain Bell Telephone Co .•••...•.••••.•••• -·-··· ..•••.... --·-·
Or<'gou Short Line Rwy. Co ....•.... -.....•. - -. -•• - -. - - .• ···: --- . --..• -..
Money, bank shares, and othersecarit1es .•.•...•••••.••..•....•..•.•• - • -·
Goods, wares, and mel'chandise .........•.••.... - • - -•••••••..... - --- - - . -•
Gl"adcd calves, 100 he1td, at $27 .••••...••••.•••••••••.• - • ~ •.•• - • - •• - - - - •
Rang~1 i;tock, 2,3~4 headt at $13.13 .•.•.. - ... - -•• - •.•• - - • - -•• - -• - -· - - -- • -·
Amer1can cows, 272 heaa, at $19 ...••.••••• -~---- •••••••••••• -···:· .•••••
Grndcd cows, 12 head, at $39.16 .•.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••.
Hogs, 92 head, at $:3.83, .•••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -····· •.
Graded horses, 7 head, at$160.71. ...................................... .
American horses, 1,521 head, at $28.81. .•••••••.••••..•••••.••••..••• - - •..
Mules, 140 headt at $38.98 .•.•.•..••...••••..••••••••••• - •• - ••••.••• - ••••
Oxen, 44 bead, at $34.09.: ...•••........• : .•••.....•...•..••...•........
Sheep, 6l77 head, at $1.50 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••
Of hor pe~sooal property, not enumerated .••••...•...•••.••...-.••••••.•.•.
Total ...•. , . • . . • • • • . . . . • • • . . • • • • . • . • . . • . • . . • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • • • • . . . .

Assessment
values.

$28,198
86,350
13,510
18,400
52,300
87;375
169,707

7,963

l0.,000
2,000
71.i9

1,467
101,270
34,900
88,545
2,700
31,434
5, 168
-470

353

-1 1 125
43 822

5:458
1,500
9,4Ht

57, 4_05
811; 605

In th~ report made by my predecessor last year Alturas was given
the first place on the list in both population and taxable proi>erty, nul
second to one, county only in the production of valuable metals,
·
In February last, and during the closing hours of the legislature, the
counties of Logan and. EJ more were created out of tbA county of Altq.ras,
thereby greatly reducing the area,, population, and assessable pr<;>pert.y
of this county. The validity of this act of the legislature was questionetl
by parties adversely int.erested. They claimed that the sixty days fixed
by statute for the duration of the legislative session had expired before
the passage of 'the bill, and other irregularities were alleged. Application f'or a writ of mandamus was made to the supreme court of tho
Territory and denied on the ground of want of jurisdiction. The case
was then taken on· appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States,
where itis now pending. Tho organization and actual separation of the
two new counties, Logan and ~Jlmore, has in the meantime been fully
completed.
.
·
This county bas also s.u.lfered seriously from other causes. The bueinees portion of the city of Hailey, the county seat,, was reduced to ashes
on the night of July 1 last, thereby sustai_nin~ a loss of nea.rly $500,000_.
Forest fires have devastated large tracts of its most vahu1l>le timber,
all<l the improven-ients on many mining properties were com-urned.
Amid all these reverses the people have retained their indomitable
courage. The hnrned district of Hailey is being rapidly covered with
fire-proof brick buildings. A better fire depart1ll(,nt and increased
supply of water is secured, and the work of beautifying its streets and
avenues has not ceased. Contiguous to the Hot Springs, 2 miles dista1:1t from Hailey, $100,000 have been expended in building a spacious
hotel coutaining great walled uath-rooma, and surrounded by parks
and drives Each of the choice valleys of this county contains one or •
many well watered farms under the management of a class ot agricultmists of unusual intelligence and enterprise.
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of water in the Terri'tory. It is here that it is proposed to establish the
first of the great rese1·voirs designed f?r _the .storage o~ water; -to_ ~e
used during the sea.son for purposes of 1rr1gatton. ~s rich and fert1Ie
as is this lit.tle county, it is said that 40,000 acres of its best lands still
lie useless for want of water; and it may reasonably lie expectetl that
an adequate system of water storage and water _distribu~-ion will result
in a<l<ling one hundred per cent. to the already large agr1~ultura!, product of this connty.
The main railroad business of this county is transacted at Montpelier. The town constitutes a railway freight division, and many railway employes are building permanent homes in this beautiful \"illa.ge.
They are a thrifty and intelligent· class of citizens. It is l}robab}e t.ha.t
the railway comp«:1,ny will greatly enlarge its shops aml engine-house at
this point; a newspaper has been recently established and the edue,1,
tioual facilities of the place improved. 1 am indebted to Hon. J. C.Rich for valuable information 110lating to this county.
BINGHAM COUNTY.

AsseBSment

values.

Improved lands patenteu, 75,482 acres ......•..• __ ... - ••...• -- . . . • • • . . . • . $152,098
lmgrovemepts on above .......••..• - ••.....•.••••••.••••..•...•••• - - - . . .
.96, "988
I mprovoments on unpatented landt:1 ..••••..••••.•• - ••...•.••••.• - - •.. - - . .
90, :135
'l'owu lots .........................••.••••. -----·........................
30,4f)5
Improvements on the above .....•....•••..•..••....•...•...•.•• - - . . . ..... • ••
1201 945
WC!!ltom Union Telegraph Co ...•..••..••.......••••..• .'••• - .•..... - . • • • •
23, 696
Quartz mills .•••••.•.•.••..••..••..•. _••.••• - ..•. - .•.•• - •..•. - ...••.-• • • .
15, 000
Improvements on mining claims .•.•.....•..• -· ••••....•••.....•••••..• - . .
4, -000
01'egou Short Line Rwy. Co.............................................
379-, 015
Uta-b atHl Northern Rwy ••••••••..••.•••••••••••.•••.•••••••.•.•••.•••••• 1,119,630
Mon<'y, Lank-stock, and-other secu:rities.... . • • • • . . . • . • • • • • • . . . • . .. • . . . . • . .
29,500
2G,091 range cattle, at fll.90 per head...................................
298,810
2,040 American cows, at $15 per head .•••..•.•• _••••...•••...•.
30,600
35 oxen, at $20 per beau···- .....•.. ··----·- .•.••. -· ...•.. ·-·· ••.• ···--·.
700
4 thoronghbred·horsee, at $200 per head ____ ...............................
800
37 grade horses, at $100 per head .•••..•••••••••••. _.... • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • •
3, 700
8,139 native horses, at $~3. 93 per bead • -· ..•••••.•••••• ~. •• • . • • . .• • ••• •. •
194, 793
7 j:J.Cks and jennies, at $160 per bead .••••..••..•.•.....••• --- • • •• • . . . . . . •
1; liO
10~ mu lee, at $40 per bond . • • • . • • • • • . • • • . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . • • . • . • . . . • • • •
4, 080
780 hogs, at $4.14 per head...... . • • • • • • • . • . • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
3, 2'29
Goods, wn:res, ancl merchandise •..••.•...•.•••.••••..•••• ~ .• • • • • • • . • • • • . • 1~9, 165
3,772 sheep, at, $1.50 per head.. . . • • . . . . . • . • • . . • . . . • . • .•. . . . • • • • •• . • • . • •• • •
_5,664.
Other personal property not enumerated •. .. .. .. .. •• .. .• .. .. •• .. •. .• •• •• • 129,384
J

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

-2,863,707°

Tho county of Bingham covers 165 miles from north to south and
88 mileR from east to west. It ranks first in population among t-be
counties of Idaho, an<l second in taxable wealth. It embraces within
its limits a variety of soil, climat-e, scenery, employments, and products
equal to any other. It is au empire in extent and possibilities; it i~ a
State in its resources and capacities. To write of it or describe it is a
task which should have the help of many minds and months of time;
Ncit,her of these are at our service, and this inadequate review can
only show our good . will .; it can not <lo justice to the county or its
people
~ rapid description wm naturally look upon the county in triplicate
-1t_s southeast, or great mineral and grazing belt; its center, or chief
agrrnultural sectjon; its vast north, with its great forests, its unrivalerl
natural scenery, and its multitudinous farms. The population of this.
c~un~y may be roughly guessed or estimated; the actu~l number ·which,
w1thm the Jast three years, have flocked into its valleys and spread
over its plains will not be known till the patient census-taker seeks
them out.
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that ~O per cent. of the population has recently come in, aucl can hal'dly
as yet be cpunte<l among the producers.
.. .
.
Should the present rat~o of_ i~creas~ ?Ontinuet 1t 1s ~robable .that it
will be necessary to agam d1v1de this eounty ·immediately after the
admission of Idaho into the Union.
BOISE COUNTY.

Jrnprovccl Jand pa!ente<l, 11,505 acres ....• - ... - - - ......... - . , ••• - •. - .• Improvements on above .•...•.•.......••••..••••..••••. -··· ••....•••. -Lands unpatented, 27,840 acres, improvements .••.. - • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . • . .
Improvements on mining claims ................... - - - -- • -·· ••..• -- . .. . .
1:J q,nartz mills •••• ·•••••·•••·••••••·•••••• ............................
Mining ditches .. • ••.... . ..•• - ....•.... ~ .• - • -• .. •. - · · -· •• · - · - - · ·• · · -- - · ·
Irrigating ditches .•••...••..•.•..•.••••••...•.•..•... -·····--····-·· •••
Rocky Mountain Bell Telephone Co"' ....••••. - .••..• - - . - -. - .•••.. - - - - .
Toll-roatls .............. ···••· ...... •••••. •.••.. •••••. .•.. •••. ••.••. .. .
M.r,ney hon els and other securities ....•....• - . . .. . . . . • . - - ....... ; .. - • ..
158 .b e~f cattl~, at $'l3.92 per head.................. . • • • . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . .
5,772 range cattle, at $13.69 per head ............................. - - - -- 738 American cows at $25 per head ..••....••.••••...•...••...•.•.. ,. ... Goods1 wares anu 'merchandise........................ -• - ..•.• - •..• - - - .
694110gs, at $4.05 per head.............................................
29 thorongh-breds, at $114.48 per he.ad ...................... - • -· .. - - - . ~ 979 American horses, at $24.89 per head .• - • - .•.•...• - • .. . • . . . . . . • . . . .

f::.~~i;~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

71 mules, at $41.76 per head............................................
38 oxen, at $27.7G per head.............................................
2,954 sheep, at $2 per bead . • • • . . • .. • .. .. • • .. • • • • . . • • • • . . • .. • .. .. . • .. .. •

Other llersonal property ......•..••••..••••..••••.....•.•..•. - . . • • • • . . . .

As:~::~nt
$41,

?!~·

~O
52,~..> • 0
7-3, ~:5· 00
8, 6,0. 00
62,050.00
47,345.00
2,550.00
1, 400. 00
5,300.00
fil, !)(jl, 26
3.a..700. 00
78,995.00
18,450.00
6:~, 394. 00
2,811.00
3, ::3:0. 00
74, 1, 0. 00

1

~:~g~:ii

2,965.00

1,055.00
6,908.00
%, 363. 37

Total.... . • . . . • • . • . • . • • • • • . . • . • . . . . . • . • • • . . . • . • • • • • . . • • . • • • . . • . • • 718, 441. 13

Boise County is mainly devoted to the mining industries, both placer
aud quartz. ~rhe placers have been worked with great suc~ess some
twenty-six years, and have been very productive. As water was very
costls in the early history of the various camps, only the best grounds
were worked, leaving in the various creeks much valuable gl'ound,
which ~ubsequently was carried from the adjoining hills with many feet
of sand and gravel. These nnworked grounds have lain for years and
can be worked only by bed-rock flumes, requiring large outlays._of
money. Those best competent to form reliahle judgmeuts are of the
opinion that vast wealth set remains in the various creeks of the celebrated Boise Ilasin_; and within the last year ste_ps· harve been taken to
put in such flumes in Moore's, Elk, and Grimes's Creeks. For the past
year little has been done in the way of placer miniug on account
of the dryness of the season, many of the best claims not being able
to wet ground, and others only for a few days. But while the placers
have failed attention has been turned to quartz more than ever. The
Gold []ill Mining aml l\lilling Company, at Quartzburgb, have steadily
worked tbeir valuable mines during the last year with great success.
The Elmi-ra Oompany, at Banner, have had a most tmccessful year
and are producing from $1,000 to $1,500 per day of silver at the present~ and are preparing during the coming year to build new works on
a larger scale with all modern appliances. This is now one of the .most
.
valuable properties in the Territory.
The celebrated Elkhorn h8.8 been a successful producer of gold durjng
the past · year, and is now promising a development that will in the
coming Jear call for a new and enlarged mill. It is now bonded tQ
eastern capitalists, and several properties in its neighborhood have already gone into similar hands.
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'l'J.Je Washington Il)ine, some 19 miles east of Idaho Oity, haR shown
such prospects of both gold and silver as to warrant the -06ostrnction
of a 10-stamp gold-quartz mill, now nearly ready to begin work. A
silver-mill will be built in the near future.
A group of mines in the range of mountains nearQuartzburgh-amofJ'f
them the Ebenezer-have recently been bonded to foreign capitalists.
Eastern capitaliRts have on the ground an expert, W. J. Smart, testing and bonding mines, a large number of-which are now being worke(
with very :flattering prospects.·
As a result of this activity in quartz, a great amount of prospectllQII
is being done by men of small means, who are ready t-0 seU or boui
t.heir prospects, and i~ this way many valuable mines are being deve~
oped. It is now demonstrated that Boise County is rich in gold and
silver quartz near to timber and water, and _it is claimed that near
Idaho Uity a tin mine bas been discovered.
At Graham last year several hundred thousand dollars were expended in building mills, assay office, etc~, and in developing several
silver mines. Through some mismanagement an English company wM
made the expenditure have come to grief-teQ1porarily _only it is hoped.
The outlook for mining interest in the county is most cheering.
While mining at present is the leading, it is not the only industry-of
the county. - Generally a rugged ancl mountainous couµty, it, contains
numerom~ streams along which are rich bott~m-lands, easily irrigated
and very productive when cultivated. Some of these spread out into
Yalleys of considerable extent, and are genera1ly alluvial deposits of
great depth and richness, producing wheat, oats, barley, the more hardy
vegetables, fruits, and hay, and grasses in abundance.
Beginning with Garden Valley, some 10 or 12 miles long an<l from 2
to a miles in wi<lth, we have a garden indeed. This valley lies in the
forks of the m11iin Payette River and one of its branches; and is all held
and cultivated by thrifty and well-to-do farmers. Below, on the maiti
Payette at Jerusalem and Horse Shoe Bend, and on S9uaw Crook, a
tributary of the Payette, are fine agricultural la~ds, producing in addition to all kinds of grains fruits of all kinds, and many of the less
hardy vegetables, as tomatoes, melons, and corn.
Long ValJcy, the largest.in the count.v, is situated in the northwest
part of the county, and is some 60 to 70 miles long and from 8 to 12
miles in widib, including Round Valley. It is situated on both sides of
a branch of the Payette, heading in the Payett:e Lakes, a chain of long,
narrow, and deep lakes in the summit of a mountain range some 4,500
feet above the sea-level. About the valley on all sides are forests
abounding in all sorts of game and penetrated by innumerable mouutain streams aboundirg in great variety of fish, and furnish water for
irrigation and water-power for machinery. The main lake in this cha.in
of lakes abounds in the celebrated redfish.
This valley formerly thought to be too cold for anything bnt a summer range for the herdmen ot cattle and hQrses, has proven to be adapted
to the raising of nearly all kinds of grain and the more hardy veget&bles, as well as of nearly all the grasses, and thousands of fruit-trees
are being pJant;ed in the belief that it will produce nearlyaJI kinds of the
hardy varieties of fruits.
The ·: 11,-;,· is rapidly fllJiog op with settlers, h3ving doubled within
the last
The school census in July shows 221 children of school
age an l l ·h • .r district. There are 2 stiores, 2 saw-mil.18, and the
11 111 I :w · 11panirue1 t · of u new ·, I tlement. The valley would soou
I It· it p1 1 uJ ti n were it surveyed.
L •

•

•
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The county of Boise is one of the best tim1>ered comities in the Territory and contributes most of_ the_ supply of woo(l and timber _to the adjoining ceunt~· of Ada. Tl11s with th,, nt>cessary consumpt10p. of the
mines is a heavy draft upon the forests of the county, but worst of all
vast forest fires have raged for weeks, despite the utmost efforts of the
people to stay them. Vast quantities of timber ha~e.been kille~ la~ge
quantities of cord-woou burned, and valuable mmmg and farmmg
properties imperiletl. It is well worth the at,tention of tl!e Gener_al
Government, as well as of the local governments, to use all means llram
ticable tostaytbe frequent occurrence of these fires, as their oft repe_tition
is certain to produce disastrous climatic changes. Once taese forests
are destroyed the fall of Anow and rain is more or less affected, and if
not materiaily lessened pasees off in floods in the e~rly season, and
leaves those dependent on water for mining and irriga1Jon later in the
season destitute.
CASSI.A. COUNTY.

A.sseasment

values.

Improved lands patented, 45,285 acres .• - - - . - -.••• -•. -•• -.••...•••..••• .: •. $159,214
48,265
Value of improvements on above ..•.•...•••..... ---- - ...•••..••.••••....•
Improvements on land not patented, 42,38011.cres ..•..••....•.••..••... ___ _ 38,560
2,-000
Improvements Qn mining c~ims .•...........•........ -----· .......... ___ _
1>,000
Quartz mills ........••.....•... --·-·· ...•.. ·.••••...•••..•.••.•••••..•.•.•
16,190
'l'own lots and improvements .•.•...••••..•••.. ----~- ................ .,. •.••
3,261
Mining and irrigating ditches .•••.. -u· ................................. .
Money, hank shares, and other securities ...•.....••.••...•••••.....• ____ .
12,300
Ferry-hoat.s ...•.•...•........••. - - - . -••.•••••.••••.•.•••• • •••••• ,. •••• _.•.
1,100
Grist-mills. . • . • • . • • • . . • • • . . •..•.•• - - .. - ••..••••..••.•••••••••.•••••.•• __ .
6;000
Saw-mills ..•••..••••...•.•.•••••..••••..•••••.•••••.••••••..•••.•••.•.••.
1,950
Goods, wares, and merchandise ...•.......•••••..••••.••••••••••..•••• ___ _ 19,37'6
Calves, 248 head .....••• .; •..••... -. - -...•..•••••.••••..•••.•••••..••••. ~.
1,c772
Ran go cattle, 26,640 head .......•••.........••••.•••••.•••.•...••••.. _••• 316,320
Thoroughbred cows, 10 head •.••••..•••••.•••...•.•••.•.•..••.•.••...••..
1,200
American cows, 710 head ..........•....•••••....•.•.•.•.••....• ______ ....
14~ 215Graded colts, 110 head .•.•....... __ ...••••.•••....••.•...•.•.......... _..
2,395
Angora ~oats, 2,530 head .•.....•..•....•.•....•..........• _•.. __ ••.. ____ _
5,075
1,341
1,169
Thorough bred horses, 12 head .......•....••••••..•••••. __ •••••.•. _. _... __
2,900
Graded horses, 41 bead ..·..•.....•. _••..••••..••••..••.•••.• __ • _•. __ .. ___ .
4,830
American horses, 624 head ...•••..••.•••..•••••••.•••.•.•.• _•••. ___ •... __ .
38,960
Mixed breed horses, 5,663 head .•••••.••••• ____ .••..•..•...•••.... _.••.•... 104,635
Jacks and jennies, 2 head ..••.....•.•.•••••••••••.....•..••.••.•. _. _____ _
600
3
5,-710
2,795
Sheep, 3,607 head ...• _..• _•. __ •. _•••.• __ • _.• _•• _.• __ . _... _.• ____ . __ •. ___ _ 72,140
Ot,her personal property, not enumerated .•••••.... ___ ••• _••• ___ ••••.•• _•• 20,138

~i~:: iioh~!a:1:::::::::.-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::: :::: ::::

.~:~~:, l1i h~~~f: :::::::::~: ::::::::::_-::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::~: :::
Total .. . .• . •......... -. -... -. -.....• - -•. - - - - - - --• -. -- ..•• - - •.. - - - - .

948, 611

From the earliest settlement of this county its growth has been
sfe~dy and uniform. Its irrigating canaJs have been planned, built
and extended hy f~r-sighted pioneers. Yea.r by yea• the acreage of im~
proved hrnd redeemed from the. desert by water conducted from distant
springs and streams bas been largely increased, and the refreshed and invigoratecl soil has ~a<_le a1:)Unda11:t return to the farmer. Still~ more thaQ
1,000,0_00 acres wmt for _hke rehef. In no part of our ~erritory is H1.e
extel'.ts10n of the reser,·01r and canal systeQJ, under the direction of the
United States Governqient, more largely watched or more ardently
desired than in Cassia; for this extension ancl development can not fail .
to place this county in the front rank of population and wealth.
Attempts have been made; in a desultory way, to develop the mineral resourc~s of this county, a!ld indications of' gold, silver, Jead, and
other depos1ts are found all over the mountains. Assays are frequently
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made running away ap into the thousands, but work has not beeu prosecuted to any depth, and w-e have no reliable information as to what
may be lying underneath. The county will certainly justify extensive
and thorough prospecting, for these numetous rich spurs must certainly
lea<l to one or more great central deposits.
Placer mines are the most_ promising for immediate results. This
county has a frontage on Snake Hiver of over 200 miles, and the sands of
this stream are rich in gold through its entire length. Sanguine miners
state that with abundant water, having sufficient head and propefi
worked, there would be enough taken out of these deposits to pay the
national debt. While this statement is doubtless extravagant, still
there is foundation for large estimates.
This count,y also contains ~xtensive deposits of the very best fl.reproof mineral·paint, large deposits of fine marble, sandstone, granite,
micar, and many indications of abundance of coal. .
There is a fair and steady demand for intelligent labor among the
per month;
ranch and stock men. Reliable herders receive $35 to
fan11 hand8 7 $25 to $30 per month ; <luring haying $2 per day is paid.
At Albion is situated a court-house which cost $3 500; jail, il,500;
public-school building, $3,500. Other valuable buildings are planned,
and the growth of the town is most gratifying.
With grazing lands so extensive ancl rich still open and free to all,
and meadows so abundant,-dairy farming ought to be developed to much
greater extent, and if intelligently conducted it would prove most profitable.
I &m greatly indebted to· Messrs. T. A. Starrh and Frank Riblett for
valuable information.

e~o

CUST;ER COUNTY.

Alii!e88mont

values.

Improvements ou laud not 1>atented, 23,675 acres. - - - -.. - . - - . -- . - . - ...•. • .. $203, 731
'l'hree quartz mills.... . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • • • . • . • • . . . . . • • • . • • • • . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . 51,000
Two concentrators . . • • . . . . • . • . . . • . • . . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . • • • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . ~6, 000
'l'brP.e smelters ........•••..•.....•...•••...•.••..•• ~.. . . • . • . . • . • . . . . • . • . . 16,000
Miuiog cl itches .•.•.•••...... ; •.•..••••.••••..•....•••.......••......... ~
5, l 00
Irrigating ditches.... . . . . • . . . • • • . . . • • • . . • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . .
9, ;{90
Toll road .•..•.•..........•....•••..••••....••..••
000
Money, boucls, and other securities...... • . • . . • . • • • • . . • . • • • . • • • . . . • • • • . . . • • 74", 170
Goods, wares, and merchandise . . . . • • • . • • . . • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . . . . . . . . • • . 108, 375
Raoge cattle, 11~11 head, at $12 ..•• _....... . • • • • . • . • • • • • • • . • • . • . . • • . • . • • . 141, n2
ThorQPgbbr~tl cows, 85 bead, at $40 • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • •• • • • • •• • • •• • • • • • •
3,400
American cows, 176 bead, at 125...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4,400
Hogs, i0O head, at *5.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, 000
Thoroughbred horses, 4 -bead, at 8375 • • • • • • • • •• ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
1,500
American hol'8e8, 186 head, at f80 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-4, 880
M i.xecl horses, 2,85a head, at 826.67 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 76, 115
Mules, :J41 head. att,40.... .•.•.. .••••• •.•••. •••••• .••• •••. •••• .•.•.. .•.. • 13,640
Imported sheep, 58 bead, at $5........ . . . . . . . . .. . ... ............. .. . . . . . . .
~
Sheep, 20,336 head, ot ,1.60 . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . • . • • • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . .
30, 504
Other personal property, not enumerated .•••••••.••••••••••• ~. • . . • . . . • . . . 99,573

4.. .... ...... ...... ....

~,

Total... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88-2, 800
l\llNERAL RESOURCES.

~ t F<>rk or Ge, ma.nia Basi1i.-The principal mines are the Germanij,
1 11 • 'roesas, Bible Back. HIJ(l others.
The mines
•· in liu • t 11 11 · or rwr1, li . 1, , and constant prO(lucers of' ores running
It 1:.: ou11 · · · . 11 1· , 40 p ·1 cent. i .1 d, with $20 per toh gold.
JIi l · ( ' 1 • • 11 1.
(• ·1lgoodmiaeslocatedinlimestone carrying ·
r · it , · I I and 60 ounces sil er per ton. Among these ;1

u · w , fr a l11. 'l.
i1
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the Cinnabar, St~ndard, Re~dy Cash, Red Bird, Saturday, and Mol
lie D.
. ,.
d fi
The Yankee Fork mining district l~as a great many mmes rn?te · or
their large production of gold and silver ores. The ores of this camp
do not carry much lead, but mak~ up for this ~n -gold and silver. T~e
principal mines are the Chartes J?ickeus, Morrison, Lucky ~oy,,Badg~r,
Ouster, Unknown, Summit, Contrnental, Fourth July, Damel O Connell,
Juliet Montana, Charles Wa.) ne, Anua, and Tbe Whale.
Bayhorse mining district.-The 1ead mines of this ~Ustrict are located
in a limestone formatuJn, and are amon&' the oldest m the county. The
leading mines are the Beardsley, Excelsi_or, H~d, Good Eno~~h, Keno,
Jarvis Barton, Homestake, Dumphy, Riverview, and Hoosier. These
and others have produced immeuse amounts of ore_since their discovery.
The Ramsborn, Sky Lairk, Silver Wing, Utah Boy, Post -Boy, and
others are high grade ore, averaging about 100 ounces silver per ton,
and about 35 per cent. iron.
Ouster mining distr·ict.-The mines in this district are principally 1~:
cated in limestone formation; in some.inRtances carry 40 per cent. iron
and 50 ounces silver, with no lead; iu other cases 50 per cent. lead
and 60 ounces silver.
The Redemption, Silver Bell, I Know, and You Know form a group
in the slate formation identical with the Ramshorn and Sky Lark. The
leading mines in the lime formation are the. Ella, Overland, Climax;
Faithful Boy, Boss, Rob Roy, and Crown, with other locations not yet
developed to a great extent.
.
The -Slate Oreek and Bowlder Oreek locations, 18 miles southwest from
Clayton, are generally iu black limestone, _high grade in lead and silver,
easily worked by drifts on veins, and are constant producers-the Litings.tone, Little Falls, Pyramorphite, Silver Rule, Carbonate, Hughs,
Empire, aud others.
Lost River mining district.-The mines are in limestone, 1jlate, and
porphyry. The mineral belt is 15 miles in width and 40 miles in length.
Many claims have been located, but are practically undeveloped as yet.
There is one smelter in the .di~trict, locatQd near Houston; c-apacity1
30 per day. Many of the mines are very rich in copper ; -Others in leact.
and silver.
Sea-.Foam.-Crossing the western part of the county is one of tb.e great
mineral belts of the West. It is at least 50 miles in width and 100 miles
in length. Hundreds of locations have been made, from which are being shipped large quantities of high-grade gold and silver ore. - As yet
there are n? reduction wotk~ in the distrlct, and th_e ores are freighted
on pack ammals about, 80 tmles to Ketchum. It will not be difficult to
construct wagon roads into the heart of this district, which mining men
of experience believe will in time be oue of the greatest mining districts
in tht, world.
AGRICULTURE.

There are three fine agricultural valleys in this county v.iz, Lost
River, Pahsamari, and Round V~lley.
·'
Lost River Valley is .in the southern part of the county, and contains
several hundred thousand a_cres of fine farming and grazing land.
Wheat, oats, ba,rley, and all kmds of vegetables are successftlllyg1:,own.
There are about 8,000 acres under cultivation and probahly 50 0'00 aeres
mm:e that can be successfully cult.ivated. -~~rge herds of s4e~p, ciattle,
and horses are grazed on the unoccupie.d val!ley lands aud.on_ tJ1~ mo,Qnt;
Ui'.C 80-VOL lll--23
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ain slopeR. This valley is abont 75 miles in length and will averaire
about 6 miles in width. About two--thirds of the valley is in CustA~
County.
_
The Pabsamari Valley is in the northwestern part of the county; ls
one of the finest grazing and farm valleys in the West in proportion ti0
its area. It bas about 150 inhabitants, is 40 miles in length, and will
average IO/miles in width. · Grain and hay are raised in abundano6;
Vegetables of all kinds are also produced. Thousands of sheep, horses,
ana cattle are grazed, winter and summer, without feeding. There are
about 10,000 acres under cultivation.
Round Valley is in the central part of ~he.ooqnty,.and has about 6,000
aeres- under cultivation. It is about 10 miles in length, the Salmon
River flowing through the center. Everything- that can be pro~d
in the other valleys of the county is produced here with great su
Challis, the county seat, is situated in this valley. The popul~tio~ 10
the valley about 1,209. A home market is found for everything produced in this county.
There are no surveyed lands in this county, and this is a great hiudrance to the progress of our people. Many of our farmers have resid<~
on their lands for ten years, and in some instances fifteen. They would
make better and more extensive improvements on their farms if tht,y
knew where their lines would be when surveyed. The county and Territory are deprived of a large revenue by the failure to survey these
lands, as they are neither assessed nor taxed until Government title is
secured.
ELMORE OOUN1'Y.

Improved fands patented, 9,951 acres .•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••
Value of improvements on above ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Improvements on land not patented, 14,007 acres ••••••••••••••••••••••
Thirty-six mining claims, 689 acres ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• .-: •••.•
Western Union Telegraph Company .•••••.•••.....•••••••••••••••••••
Rocky Bar and Mountain Home Telegraph Company ••••••••••••••••••
Eleven quartz mills ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••
One concentrator •.•••••••••••••••••••• ··-· •••••••••••••• ···-·· ••••••
l!.'ight mining ditches .••••••••••. ·- ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Improvements on city and town lots .•••••.•••••••••••••••..••..••••••
Oregon Short Line Railway ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••
Money and other securities .••••.••••••••••.•••••••• -·· ••••••.••••••••
Range cattle, 11,929 head ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••. ~ ••
Goode, wares, and merchandise ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
American horses, 2,365 head ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Sheep, 28,660 head······································~············
.Ro"8, 138 head ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Other personal property, not enumerated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Aeeessmed

values~

172,356.50
20,976.00
35,440.00
8,646.70
3,233.50
1,350.00
128,945.00
250.00
5,996.00
92,490.00
420,355.00
5,466.00
142,638.00
54,037.25
66,493.00
57,778.00
666.90
44,655.50

Total ....••.........••....•.....•••........•.•• , •. - .........•.. 1161,771.45

This county was created by act of the legislature at its last session,
out of the county of Alturas. Tlie legality of the act has been called
in question, and the issue is now before the Supreme Court of the United
States. The appeal t.o the SnJ)l'eme Court, however, did not act as a
stay of proceedings, and my predecessor commissioned proper county
officers. The organization of Elmore Oounty is compleie, though no
adjustment of its proportion of the debt of Alturas Oounty has been
made.
The sources of wealth in Elmore Oonnty are fourfold, qnartz.mining,
I · ,~ ·mi u'u..!, forestry, and stock.raising. Near the northern boundarJ
of this '• ut_- is the town of Atlanta, the oldest quartz-mining town of
n I ·111 J L· Ito.
r -, ~ years ago, unusually large investments ,r
1iu Ii
·hiu r • • ut.l mining development were made at thi81 l· ·
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and for a time _the output of gold was enormous. Why these great
mines have remained unopened for half a,.gen.eration is not known to
the public. Disagreement and lit1gation among owners are sai_d'1o be
part of the causes of this unfortunate state of affairs. The place is also
quite difficult of aecess, and mining operations here require· very large
capUat The best informed believe that the time is not far distant when
the famous mines of Atlanta will reopen their treasures.
Sixteen miles to the south of Atlanta and 60 miles north Qf Mountain
Home is Rocky Bar, the present county seat. At or near this place
about 20 mines are in course of development: Expensive mills and
machinery bave been introduced, and strong compa~ies_ control the
field. During the year 1888, the yield of_ gold reached over half a
million dollars and it was thought the yield of this year would greatly
exceed this, but early in March both mill and mine owners became convinc~ that there would not be sufficient water for mill pnI"poses this
season. Hence their operative forces were r~cluced, -an<l development
work only continued by a limited number of men. The same causes
have led to the temporary abandonment of mining QPeratioris in parts_
of the new Pine Grove district. But the companie$ owning the leading
properties in both the Rocky Bar and ~ine Grove mining districts are
well supplied with capital and ably managed, and there is every reason
to oeJieve that after the fall of the snows of the coming winter, the
operation of mines and mills will be continued on the largest scale,, and
a general revival of business will certainly fortow.
The low water in the streams this season has exposed to view the
extraordinary riches !)f the sands of Boise and Snake Rivers and their·
tributaries, and preparations are making for larger operations in this
direction. As great as ha~e been the -profits of place]' mining in this
section in the past, the prospect for brilliant returns is brighter than
ever before.
Heretofore the profits of mining have dr~wn attention away from
stock-raising and farming; irrigating canals have not been constructed
to an extent equal to other counties, but public attention is now
awakened in this direction. Shipments from Mountain Ilome show conclusively that the production of live stock and transactions in wool,
hides, and grain are rapidly increasing. Many irrigating ditches are
assuming the proportion of extensive canals, the older farmers are find- .
ing to their own gratification that .orchards can be successfnllv cultivated. Indeed this is an era of wise beginnings of great enterprises in
Elmore County.
The great pine forests of this county have as yet been lightly touched
by the band of man. Local needs have kept six saw mills in operation
and about l,000,000 feet of lumber have been manufactured. When
th~ ~unty gove!nment sh~ll be able to greatly improve the highways
this mdustry will be rapidly developed. The tow,o.s of Ro_cky Bar
Mountain Home~ and Glenn's Fezry ~re improving in all directions~
The latter ~wn is a railroad division, and railway shops and engine.
houses are m course of erection. Botn public and private- buildings in
eac~ of these tow1;1s ar~ increasing in number and_ value, and· the educat!Onal system ·is bemg developed. Few counties in Idaho offer
great.er inducements to new settlers at this time.
l_am indebted to Hon. E. 0. Helfrich, of Mountain Home, and A.G.
Smith, of Roeky Bar, for valuable information.
......
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All869&m~u,
valne11.

Improved lands, patented~ 'i~,736 acres~------------·.-----· •.•••••..•..•. $'02, 728
80,!H0
Value of imp:roveruents on above .•••.. ···--· ____ ····-· -----· ••••••.. ·-··
Improvements on land not Eatented, 45;037 acres . _•••..•,. ..•••.•..•••...
36,044
Imptove~euts on mining c aims- .••••..•.••• __ . __ .••••.••••••••••.••• __ ..
16,505
2, 65()
Quartz mills ...... --·· .••••...••.....••••..••••.•.•••. ··--·· •••••...•••.
Mining ditches ....•.........•........•••••.•••....•••.•••••••••••..•••••
19,750
Money, -bondR, and securities ......... _••...•...••••.•••••••......•.• • H .
49,838
Flouring mills .•.......••..•••....•••..••••..•......•••••..••••..••••.•.
3,600
-Saw-mills .••••..•.•.••••..•.....•••...••...•••..•••••...•....•. _..••••..
3,875
2,000
One wire bridge ..••...••••. •*···· .................. , .•..................
Ferry-boat .••..............•.•....•••.•••.••.•.••....••••..•.••..•......
600
59,591
Goods, wares, and merchandise ...••..•.••...•.•.... _••••. - ..••......••.•
2,355
Thoroughbred balls, 40 bead, at $58.87 -·. ~ ••• , •• ···- ••• --- •••••••••• -···.
Range cattle, 13,583 head, at $14.87 .-••• ____ ••••••.•••• ~ ••••.•••••.•.•.•.• 202,114
Thoroughbred cows, 32 head, at$47.50 .•.••.••...••••.•.••••..•.••....•...
!,550
16,705
Native cowsJ 83fi head, at $19.98 ..•••. -----~ ...••..••••.•..•..•••...••.•.
8,812
Hogs, 3,302 n.ead, at $2.fi9 •••••••••••• ··---· •••• ______ -··- -~---· ____ ····-·
Thoroughbred horses, 00 head, at $104.61 . __ ••••••• _•••• _•• _•••••••• __ • -.
9,415
Native horses, 8,418 head, at $18.0t •••• ~ •• ___ • __ •• ____ •..•••.•• _. _.. __ •.• 151,918
J a.ck, 1 head •• __ •...• __ ..•••••... _••.•••• _ •••••.••••.•• - •.••••.•...•••.
50
1,976
Mules, 92""nead, at $21.~7 . • : • •.•.••••..••• _.••••••.•• _••••••.••.•.....•..•
Sheep, 6,568 head, at $1 .•••••..• •••. ______ ••••••.•••••.••••••••••..••••..
6,568
290
Oxen, 12 head, at $~4.1&. , ••••....• _.••••....•••..•• _••••.••••••.--: • _.•...
68,0.>8
Other personal p~operty, not enumerated .•...••••..••••••••••••••..•....
Thtal ••• : •..••••••••.••••••• _.................................... -..

---976,852

Hon. A. F. Parker writes:
The western base of Idaho Coant, is washed by the waters of 8:Qake River, ancl it.
is bounded on the east by the Bitter Root Divide, formi))g the tenitorial bounda~y
line between Idaho and Montana, a distance of nearly 200 miles from east to west.
From north to south it covers a. nearly equal distance. Throngh the center bf this
vast area courses the Salmon River, dratning with ite multitudinous tributaries the
largest and least known scope of mineral country on the Pacific slope. Through
its northern limits flows the Clearwater, draining on the western slope of the Bitter
Root Mountains the finest forests of'timber on the continent. Irs principal agricul~
oral settlement is the great Camas prairi~ an elevated plateau forming u. low clivido
between t.he Salmon and Clearwater Rivers, which at one point are on[y thirt,y miles
apart. Throughout the region drained by these rivers are vast areas of unexplored
country whose surrounding characteristics indicate an extensive zone containing
1.Q.rge deposits of the royal metals.
In the heart of the surrounding mountains are the famous placer mines.of Oro Fino,
Elk City, Florence, Warrens, and Salmon Rirers, names 'which, in the early '60s electrifiad the mining world with their ma.rvelon.s output of 1>recious metal, and paved
the way for the establishment of the more enduring industries of cattle raising and
agricmlture which now constitute the bulk of it.s wealth. These old mining camps
are still extensively worked, and are still supplied by means of paok trains which
average in distance traveled 10 miles per day. As the distance from the base of supplies is 150 miles, it can be easily seeu that only the richest ground can stand the
great expense of this primitive method of transportation.
The great need of Idaho County is wagon roads and railroads, and, with the cheaper
transportation which tbeRe handmaids of civilization would bring, this scantly,..
settled county would afford sustenance to a very large mining population, whiob.
would work the numerous mining regions 'Where gold is known to exist in paying
qoautitiee. With the develop01ent which railroads bring, ten t-housand m,.n would
find profitable employment in mining the golden sands from the rich Jrrav1·l-bars
which line the banks and tributaries of Salmon River from its source to its mouth.
The richer i·l. 1 ms on thi golden stream are even now worked at a more or less variable pro.flt, and _or,d prospects are being constant}y found. Where wing-dams have
been con . . , rn ·1t•4 ,1 · high as 12,000 have beAn taken out in twenty~four hool'8. Gold
is found m nearly all 1 ho tnbotariesof he Salmon. They have never yet been carefu ll. pr, Tected for the wealth t l.J .Y contain, for even the most reckless of enterpriein ' m I r •t-:• 111 to ml:r the r-i tuation when freight is from 5 to 15 cents per
pound.
Tb r
r
of ·r 1· ,, ground in all the old placer-mining camp!'! which
,,r I 1, p1
1 I ·d i ibe coun t 1 .. 1
made ,. <· ~ 1ble by wagon roads; and
j I U ' •
111
, 1he ClE' r I l'f und Sa.lwon Rivers are
f)U
1. tw, left I h ·m u a waiting cheaper trau1-
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portation to be developed into great, wealthy, and productive minipg camps. -The
whole oft.bis great interior in the heart of Idl:\bo is practi~ally a tel'ra incog1iita of wild
and forbidding aspect, and its development wi_ll be necessarily slow, from the fact
th .. t it is isolated and apart from any of the great traveled ihoroughf3:res.
The placer.mining industry still employg a large population, as may be gathered,from
the fact that Idaho Coo.nty leads the list of gold·clu1;1t·producing counties in the Terri·'
tory. P1,o,cer mining has hitherto almost exclc1sively engaged the attention of its
mining population, but within the past few months important quartz discoveries have
been made at several points within the area of its_unprosp@pted mountain ranges!
The Bitter Root Rangei forming the eastern bouna.-uy of the county and Territory1 is,
in reality, the true backbone of the continent, and it has been less prospected than
any other range, although enough is known of its character 11nd formation to justify
the belief that it is seamed· '\lrith ribs and veins of gold and silver bearing q uart,z.
The Salmon River Moup.tains also afford au inviting field fi>r explora_tion, for the
ra~~e has scarcely been to11ched by. the pi ck of the pr~pector fo~ quar~z, and placer
mmmg has been confined to the rivn bars and the- small basms tributary to the
main river. The larger forks of the Salmon River are all an unknown country that
can not but be rich in mineral wealth, from the fact that.it is the source from whence
the gold of the placer camps was derived. In Warren's diggings the quartz interests
are already assuming large proportions, and ten titamp batteries, with furnaces and
complete reduction apparatus, as well a,s several arrast.ras, are kept steadily running
on high.grade ore.
Assessment
KOO'l'ENAI COUNTY.
values.
Improved lands patented, 91,215 acres .•••••.•••••.••••.....••••...••.• $129,-155. 00
Improvements on the above...... . . . • • . . . • . . . . • • • • . . . . • • • . . . • . • • • . • . • . 184 470. 00
Land unpatented, 31),8130 acres ..••.•...••..•..••..••••..•••••.••• _...••.••..•..••
_._
Improvements.........................................................
45,475.00
City and town lots...... . • • • • • . . . . • • . • . • • . . • • • . . .• • • • . . • . • • • . . • •• . . • . . 142,975. 00
Improvewents .••••...••.•.•••••... _•...•. _..••••.•..••....•.•...•.•# ' 39, 055. 00
Western Union T~legraph Co...... . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . •• . . . . . • •
9,950. 00
~ampler..............................................................
1,500,_00
10,500 00
Cmnr d'Alene Rwy and Navigation Co ...•...•.••...•. ~ •..•.•...... ·--~
S1,okane Falls and Idaho Rwy Co .•••..••.. __ ............ _...•••.. _....
42,250. 00
Toll roads .••••....•...•....•.....•••....••..••...•••• •.•••. r • • • • • • • • • •
6, 500. 00
Rathdrum water-works . . . • • . . . . • • . . . .. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . . • . . . . •
500. 00
M~ney and other s~curities .•.•.•..•••....•.......••• _. . . • . . • • • . . • • . • . • . 6, 914. 00
Shingle and saw mills .......•....••• ~ .....••••..••••.••••... _... . . • . • • 17, 225. 00
Barges and hulks ••••••...•..•...••..........••..••••..•••..•... ···----.
1,780.00
Steamers, etc...... . . • • • • . . . • • . . • • . . . . • . . . • . . • . . . • • • • . . . • . • • • . . •• • • • • . .
30., 4Ci0. oo
Railroad rolfing•stock . . . • . . • • • . . • • • • . . . • . . . . . . • • • . • . . . . . . . • . • . . • . • . . . .
83, 828. 57
~imekilns ..•••...•.• . - ..• ·- ....•.••.•••...••.•...•..........• _...••.. .,.
800. oo
Goods, wares, and merchandise...... . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . • • • . • • . . • • • .
45, 949. 00
1,523 ran~ cattle, at $1~;:J2 per head . • • • . • . • . . . • . . . • • • . . . • • • • • . . • . . . . .
18,815. 00
2 thoroug bred bulls, at $75 per head ..•......•..•..•..•.•.••.•.... _...
150. 00
140 colts, at $19.17 per head ................................, . . . • . . .. . • .
2,685. 00
1, 150. 00
4 thoroughbred horses, at $287.50 per head.... . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . • •
257 graded horses, at $50.88 per head ............. _.. . . • • . . . . . . . • . . . . • .
13, lOG. 00
1~3 Am«:rican horses, at $84.58 per head...... . . . • • . . • .. . ••. . . • • . . • . . . . •
15,480. 00
3 8 pomes, at $24.42 per head.........................................
9,720.00
3,145.00
55mules, at$57.18per head...........................................
is ohen, at $Jo, 72 per head ......................................... _.. 2,570. oo
o s heep, at qpl per head . • . • . • . • • • . . • • . . . • . . • . • . • • • • • . . • . . . • • . . • • • • .
25. 00
9 ogs, tt $5.12 per head .................. ~ .•....••..•• -- ..••.. •'•'• •.
r~5
1,173.00
p 7 c:lt , at $25 per head ...•......•..• __ .................. _••..... + 26t 425. O.O
~rson pr...operty not enumerated.... . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . .. . . . . • ..
60,885. 00

·2?

Tatal · · · · · · - · · · · -· · .. · .. - ....... - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

788, 599. 57

Kootenai i~ the northernmost county of Idaho, forming the extreme
end of wha~ Is ca!led the" Panhandl(>." It is nearly 200 miles long and
about ?O mil~s wide. Ready means of communication with. the outside
world Is farmshed by the Northern Pacific Railroad, whi:-h traver.ses the
countr ~om ea.st to west. The products consist of v~getables of ever):
des<:ription, ooreals, and excellent apples and pears. HPre are large
bodiesof fir, ta!Ilarack, and pinP. Of the latter hundreds of Cdr loads are
every yea~ shipped east and west to less favored sections in Montana
and Washington.

t

.
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''A prophet is not without honor save in his own country" will apply
equaHy well te a region of ~ondE!rful resources as to a person. Good
water, rich mines, fine timber, great water-pow.er, terpperate climat,e,
and the best of agricultural land are the characteristfos of this county;
yet few Eastern people are aware that such a favored regiQn exists in
the far-away Nort~west.
Where land is as chea-p as the wind th::i,t blows,
And gold in every rivulet 1lows.

Not only is this a l'emarkable region of silver and gold, but the im·
mens~ forests of fir, tamarack, 2nd pine will furnish lumber for ages to
come. Theu there are the beautiful lakes Pend d' Oreille, Coourd' Al ... ne;
Hayden, Fish, Spirit, and numerous others, all filled with delicious trout;
and towering mountains on which graze countless hnds of carribQO,
deer, elk, and mountain goat. Brooks of sparkling ice.~old water go on
and on to the big Columbia, and finally add their portion to the Pacific
Ocean.
The public are generally familiar with the immense output of placer
gold from the Coour d'Alene country in 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887 and 1888,
and still later the thousands upon thousands of tons ofbigh::grade silvt-r
ore froI9 the quartz leads of that dist~ict, yet they do not know that in
thenorthernpartofKootenaiConntythere is a placer region whkh has
for over twenty years yielded golden sands in paying quantities. Sul·
livan Oreek, the Kaniskee Lake country, and the whole Pend d'OrPille
region may be instanced as p'i.acer districts which have yielded thon·
sands in the past, and are still adding their wealth to the prospector's
buckskin purse.
Then the great quartz'belt, the like of which the world has nevt"r
seen, crops out at irregular intervals in Kootenai County and even txtends into the British possessions. It appears in the Webber group,
Jumbo, Eagle, and <•ther properties around Chloride, and the Homestake, in Granite Creek district. Then it disappears beneath the Pend
. d'Oreille Lake, and fl.na,lly crops out again 6 miles north of Hope.
Next we find it on the Yak, and there it goes on grander, strongt-r,
richer, until it reaches the big silver leads of the Kootenai Mining and
Smelting Company.
There is no more healthful region in Idaho. Streams, lakes, and
mou.ntains _combineto make naturalsceneryofunrivaled beauty. Sites
for homes of the greatest loveliness and comfort are open alike to rich
and poor. New settlers are constantly coming in, yet still there is room.
There are aR yet few valuable public buildings ; but tbe connty is
new, and the ent.erprising settlers are gradually providing schools and
other accessories of the best civilazation.
I am indebted to Robert S. Bragaw aed M. W, Musgrove, of this
county, for valuable information.
LATAH COUNTY.

ABSeA1Dent
valo.ee.

lmproTed laud patent.eel, 99,627 acre, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••• .1821, f184
lmprovemen~ on above ................................................ .
183,170
!And nnpatented . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ·- .... .
161, 71'1'/
Improvement>i • . . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••.•• ••.•••••••••••••••• 13@,417

West.em r nion 1'1·1 ~raph 11u, ••• • •••• . •••••••••••••••••• ··-··· ••••••••
Railw ~- ;II(\
·1• 1io0Co •••••• . • . ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
and P 1u1
. -• Co • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
nrit 1,.

• •••••• • • • • • • . •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

---·· - ... --··· ····-· --.... ----··- ---·...... ·-- ··· ---· ----··

I. -• . • • . . • . . • • . • • . • • - • . • . ~- ••••••••••••••••••••••• ·- ••••

150
23,391
111, 72S
75,355
10,629

12,630
~006
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valllOs. ·

1,086 range oattre ••.• •·•••• •••• ·---·· ·----· ••••. ·-----·-·· •••• ·••••• ···:·o th•roughbted bulls ..•..•.• - • -•.•.•• - •• · ••••• - •••.••• - .. - - • • • • - • • • • • - 7 thoroughbred cows •••_•..•..•••••••• , •••••••••• ••••••• .•••••••••••.. ---·
2,623 American cows ••••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••.• ., ••••••••••.••••• ---8 graded bulls .•.....••..••••..•••••• - •• - - - - - -- - •. - - - - • -- • - • - - - -.· - - - - - - - 7,166 cqws (native) .••••. ·--~-· ••••••.•••••.••••..•••••.•.•.•••••••••••.•Goods, w.ares, and merchandise •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• ---· •• -....
3,020 hoge ..••• -~ ••.•••..•••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• - • -· - - - • • • • •
42 thoroughbred horses .•• ~- •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• - - ••••.••. - . • • . •
65 graded horses •.••••••..•••.••.•.•••..••••••.••••.• - .••••••••• - - . -- - • •
2,280 American horses .•••••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• - •••• - • - . • • •
3. 057 Mexican horses .•....••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•.•. -•• 67' mules •.•••.•••••.••...••.•.•••••.•••.•••.•••••••••.•. -.•.•.•. -- -- • . . .
143 oxen .•••••..•••...•••••.••••.• ~- •••••••• :. •••.••••• p-.. . . . . . . . . . . . •. .
400 sheep •.•..••.•.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• -·. • • . • • • • • • • . . .. • • • • •
Flaxseed.. • • • . • . • • • . • • • • • . • . • . • • • . • . • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • . . • • • •
Ol;her personal property not enumerated ••••.••••.••••.•••••••. :.........

13,0'25
1, 700
325
39,340
240
79,890
170,505
6, 040
7,350
4, 871
129, 605
-61; 140
2, 680
3, 075
400
2, 800
149,665

Total •••..•••.••.••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••..•••.••••••....••• _

2; 101, 914

The county of Latah has an area of about 1,100 square miles, of which
it is fair to estimate that at least three-fourths can be easily c·ultivated.
The lands are high, rolling prairie, covered in their virgin state with
a dense growth of bunch grass.. The soil is a deep black loam, upon
which immense crops of all the cereals and less tender fruits ean be
raised. The statistics given in the accom~anying tables are the most
emphatic comment upon the productiveness of the soil, showing, as
they do, that already an annual yield of grain and seeds agg,;egati ng
three and one-third miHion bushels, has been attained. When all the
agricultural lands of this county are brought under cultivation it may
fairly be estimated that the production will exceed the present yield of
the entire Territory.
Springs of' water are abundant, irrigation is unnecessary, and droughts
unknown.
·
·
The county contains an abundance of timber for all purposes, consisting of 'pine, .fir, spruce, tamarac, and cedar. The climate is extremly healthy and pure, the mortality rate in all diseases being very
light compared with other countries.
There are three flouring mills within the county limits, whose output
is about 40,000 barrels per annum. There are eight saw-mills, which
have sawn this year 15,000,000 feet of lumber, most of which has been
absorbed by the people of this county. Good intfications of s6ft coal
are plentiful, and the Muscovite mica mine is scarcely second to any
of the kind.
The principal towns are connected gy railroad, and the county generally has good telegraphic and telephonic facilities.
Moscow, the county seat, is the largest town of the county. In trade,
populatfon, and wealth Moscow is rapidly assuming the proportions of
a substantial city. It occupies an elevated and com.manding geographical position; is WAll drained and well arranged ; has a na.1 ion.al bank,.
a gQod newspaper, and about forty other business concerns. Two railroads connect with the town, and its local trade extends over a large
district of country. Its educational 'facilities are unexcelled. The new
court-house cost $25,000, and is a model of neatness and !l,daptation.
The State University is located at Moscow. Plans a11d specifications
for the erection of suitable buildings have- ·been accepted, and w<1rk
thereon will soon begin. The university board is officered by intelligent and progressive citizens, and everythmg that can be provided by
a zealous and cultivated interest will be secured, and Moscow will
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Near the grQup above mP-ntioned is· the Emeralda mine. This propArt\y has been worked by t~e locator for year~,. a,nd•is developed to a
depth of over 400 feet, and rn tunneis aud drifts ~eady 2,000 !eet! exposing a large quantity of high-grade ore. On tlus property 1s a 10stamp mill and furnaces for roasting conmmt~a,te~.
.
. ·.
Within this district are other good properties, rnclud1ng the Wilham
Edwards, Tiger, and Rattler, o°: which tunnels and. drifts have been ~un
for over 1 000 feet, showing au immense-amount of ore of good quahty.
The ore i; the Dahlonega district is nearly all high grade.
Tbe Salmon City dist1ict lrns a number of meritorious mines, aI.Qong
which are the Silver Star, Ranges, Eldorado, Freeman, and California.
The Silver Star is located ahout 12 miles uorth of Salmon City and
shows a wonderful outcrop of ore, at lea.st from 10,000 to 15.,000 tom1 in
sight, and assays well in both gold and silver.
The Ranges mine is developed hy tunnels and shafts to an extent of
over 500 f~et, and shows a vein of very free milling g-0ld Oro from 1. to 3
feet in width, which will work $25 per ton. The Eldorado contams a
large body of ore worth $10 per ton. The Freeman and California are
prom1smg properties, ancl show large veins of ore worth from $20 to
$30 per ton.
Within the last four years a new district; situated ahout 10 miles northwest of Salmon City has been named the Eureka district. Within this
di8trict are the Red Bird, Dai~y, Selina, Bird, Anna, and Comet mines.
Mach work has been done on these properties with satisfactory results.
On Sandy Creek, about 20 miles southeast of Salmon City, several
mines have been located within the past three years and are being,--suecessfully worked. The ore shows great value an'd in arastra tests
yields as high as $60 per ton. A mill is now being erected on these
properti~.
In the Leesburgh district are many good locations. Among those
which have been extensively worked may be mentioned the Haidee,
Shoo Fly, and Pioneer. On these mines large bodies of ore are exposed,
with a value of from $10 to $50 per ton.
1n the Prairie Basin district 'are tM Watch Tower Monument and
Tru·e Blue mines. These &re gold and silver lodes, and a large quantity
of ore is in sight.
The Yellow ,Jacket mines, comprising the North and South America
and extem1ions, are gold-bearing propMti~ and situated about 10 miles
from Prairie Basin, A 10-stamp mill is running steadily on the property at a good profit.
The Viola mine, located at Nicholia, has been a great lead and silver
producer, and several millions of dollars have been taken therefrom.
In tbe Texas district are a numb.er of very promising silver mines,
from which considerable ore has been shipped, yielding from $75 to
$300 per ton.
Placer mining is carried on to a conside11able extent in this county,
but owing to a scarcity of water the pa,st ·two years the output has been
small compared with former seasons. Placer ground is not only abundant but it is rich. Water can be brought from the large streams to
cover thousands of acres, and the ground, instead of beii,.g worked as
at present, from two to six weeks each season, can be worked six months
with great profit. On N apuis Creek and its tributaries; which are
w~thin the_ Leesburgh district, over $10,000,000 have b..een taken, and
still there 1s a vast amount of gold remaining, probably much more than
has alrea_dy been extr~cted, but bed ro<tk flumes s1arting below all the
old workings are reqmred.
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The most notable placer mine in the county fs on Moose Oreek, and
owned by David McNutt.- It is estimated that this property-has produced '-wcr $500,000. The owner of this valuable mine estimates he
has several ruillion dollars remaining in the gravel to be taken -out.
The flume through which this gravelis washed is 7 feet wide by6½ feet
deep.
The agricultural resources of Lemhi Oounty undeveloped are very.
large. At present about 15,000 acres are under-Cultivation, or have
been cultivated, and the· amount of tillable land in the county aggregates
over 400,000 aci;es, which with proper facilities for irrigation can n~arlyall be cultivated. As the average yield of crop is large it can readily
be seen wbat an immense population Lemhi County is capable of supporting.
The lumbering resources are also large. A careful estimate by people well acquainted with all sections of the county places the standing
white pine, spruce, and fir timb~r adapted for lumbering purposes at
over 1,000,000,000 -feet.
From 40,000 t.o 50,000 forest trees have been plan~d, including maple,.
ash, walnut, chestnut, and other varieties, from 5,ooo to 7,000 apple
trees, and about 2,000 pear, plum, and cherry trees.
Although the planting of fruit trees did not commence until a comparatively Jate date, it is thoi:oughly demonstrated that fruit raising
will be a success, as several orchards are now in full bearing;
.
Skilled mechanics receive $5 per day; miners and millers, i3.50;
wood-choppers, $2.50; herders and skilled farm hands, $35 to $45 per
month; teaiµsters, $50 to $60; lumpetmen, $40 to $50; cooks_, $30 to
$40.
For valuable information contained in this report, I am indebted to
Hon. J. W. Birdseye, James M. Shoup, Charles J. Barclay, Thomas
Pyeatte, and various public officers.
LOGAN COUNTY.

Assesameat
value.

Improved lands patented, 70,108 acres .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
$52,957
Value of improvements on above ....................................... .
90,898
Mining property •••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -·
29,B70
Cit.y and town lots .•..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••
79,485
Value of improvements on above .••••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••
135,535
Oregon Short Line Railway Company .•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1, 168, 3'.ui
Western Union Telegraph Company .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
l:!l,602
Cattle, 10,554 head •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
136-, 107
Hogs, 263 bead . • • • .................................................... .
967
Sheep, 5, 799 head ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Goods, wares, and merchandise .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Other personal property, not enumerated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _•.

Horses, 3,731-bead •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• ----·· ••••••••••••••••••

99,547
9,Wl
51.565
7~,867

Total taxable property ••••••••••••••••••••• :.....................

1,941,822

This county was created out of the county of Alturas by act of the
Jast legislator~, dated February 7, 1889. An issue involving the valid. , · of the act is pending in the Supreme Oourt of the United States;
but the reorganization of the county is fully completed.
Logan Oount. · embraces an area of 7,000 square miles, being larger
than the Stat · of Oonnecticut and Rhode Island combined. Shoshone
is the pr ,·.-.nl count· seat.
oi 1 1tain : 11d ·a l1 1 · , and plain interspersed make up the surface of
c 11t •
1 tlw sooth, rmming the entire length of the county is
r
. · r 1. h · Ri · ,1-1 i 11 . In ,be north west is Cama.s Prairie, a rich
ul m.1 h ·b1ion ofl,400 squaremilesoftillableland. Thegreat Wood
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River Valley contains nearly as much more, and there are- several
smaller valleys branching out from Wood River. The valleys are sur..
rounded with low-}ying foot-hills and high mountains whose .sides _provide excellent grazing, and in whose strongholds are imprisoned ores
and minerals of all kinds.
With the single exception of the lava beds on the south, the soil of
the county is most productive, yielding rich treasures to the farmer.
Camas Prairie is well adapted to :wheat growing, and in time may be,
the granary of Idaho. In the Wood River and other valleys the' rich
sandy loam can not be excelled. It not only yields large returns in cereals and hardy vegetables, but fruits of all kinds produce abundantly.
The mountains are covered to their peaks with the noted bunch-grass,
showing a splendid soil. Nearly the entire area of the county is sus,
ceptil}le of profitable cultivation.
The report of the county assessor shows 70,108 acres ofitµpr~ved land,
but there are still remaining immense tracts desirable for entry. The
great bulk of this lies in the ~outhern part of the county, and can only
be redeemed by the mammoth irrigating canals leading from Snake
River. The cost of these contemplated canals is too great for p·r ivate
corporations to undertake; but now that the attention of the National
Governmen't has been directed to the m·atter, it is felt that it will only
be a matter of a few years until all -th·e land along the Snake River is
redeemed. As it is, the land affords an-extensive winter range for
thousands of h~ad of stock.
Logan County is well adapted to the industry of stock-raising. In
the winter the mountains and valleys in the northern part of the county
are covered to the ,lepth of.from 3 to 4 feet with snow. This melting iri
the spring months gives abundance of moisture to maintain a luxurious
growth of grass for grazing herds during the summer months. On the
approach of winter the herds find a fine winter range. along the Snake
River, where rain falls during the months that the snow falls in the
northern part of the county. By moving stock backwards and forwards
from one part of the county to .the other on_ the approach of the change
of seasons, stock-men feed their stock from one end of the year to
the other without cutting hay. Cattle, horses, and sheep are the varieties
raised. Home consumpt~on affords market for a large proportion of
the fat cattle and sheep.
Camas 'Prairie.-This is the most important tract of agricultural land
in Logan County. It extends east and west on either side of the Malaa
River, a distance of 100 miles. The tillable area is 80 miles long, and
bas an average width of about 18 miles. Every foot of this tract is
worth taking up. Over 800 homesteads and pre-emptions have already
been fl.led. Sixty pre-emptions have been filed since July 1, 1889, and
but a few years will elapse until the last acre is taken up by home
seekers. The prairie is a high plateau at an estimated average altitude
of 5,300 feet. Unlike many other portions of Idaho, inigation is nn~ecessary. ~ndern~ath the rich soil; at a depth of but a foot or two,
1s a, stratum 1mperv1ous to the water. So the water that soaks into the
soil from the melting snow in the mountains remains close to the surfa~;. a~ordin~ what is called "s11birrigation." The climate on the
pr~1r~e 1s dehgbtful. S~ow falls about the middle of December, remammg on the ground till about the middle of March. The weather
is not cold; the air being high and dry, the cold-is felt but little. As
soon as the snow goes off the rancher can begin his plowing. The
princip~l crops are wheat, oats, barley, and hay. ' The average yield of
wheat 1s 85 bnshels, oats 60, and barley 50. Hon. Ira S. Waring, one
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of the most extensive farmers· on .the .prairie, raised 8,000 bushels o!
grain on 125 acres. Ready market for the grain raised is found close
at band in tbe mining camps along Wood River. .A roller mill at
Bellevue has been unable to buy enough wheat to supply its de!fland$.·
Fruit trees have been SP.t out on all parts· of the prairie. All are yet
too young to bear, but their tlfrifty condition .promises rich fruitage
when they have the age. Hon. W. ¥. Perkins, living ·at Soldier, bas a
large orchard of plum, apple, and cherry trees. Out of 70, trees set out,
but 2 have died. Tl.ie prairie is a community of homes. Three towmi,
Soldier, Crichton, and Corral, have daily mails. S-even school-houses
afford educational privileges to all.
The mineral resources of Logan County ;nay properly be embraced
in two grand mineral belts, entirely different in their character and
product. The older or more de~eloped of these two may be described
as producing strictly argentiferotis galena of higb grade. -This dis,rict
is known as the Mineral Hill mining district, and is -located on either
side of·Wood River, in the immediate viuinity of Bellevue and Broad.
fQrd. The second district, familiarly known as the Gold Belt, pro·
duced gold ores exclusively. Doniphan is the ·center of this second
great mineral belt.
Mineral Hill minir,,g district.~This lead-silver-bearing pelt or zone
embraces an area that may properly be defined in boundary as being a
parallelogram 2 miles wide, extending north and south on either side
of Woocl River, a distance of 12 miles in Logan County, and continuing
from the northern boundary of the count,.y in its northerly course a
distance of 40 or 50 miles in Alturas Oounty. The center of this rich
mineral region is located in Galena Gulch, near the town of Broadford 2
on Wood Rtver, where several of the principal mines are situated. The
most prominent of these is the Minnie Moore mine, which has at present the largest development of any min~ in the county, or in all the
Wood River country. It has reached the depth of 1,100 feet, from
which the lowest level is projected. The output of this mine during the
last six years has been an ayer~ge of 3,000 tons of ore per month. The
amount of ore produced by this mine during the first seven years· has
been about 252,000 tons, which has been concentrated to 50,000 tons,
of which 65 per cent. has been lead and 4,000,000 ounces have been sil- ·
ver. The market value of the lead has been in the neighborhood of 4
cents a pound, making an aggregate value of th~ base metal produced
by the mine 12,600,000. At the same time the 4,000,000 ounces of' silver produced roughly approximated $47000,000, making the total product $6,600,000 for the seven years the mine has been in operation. It
is sate to say that 25 per cent. of this sum bas been net profit to the
owners. The property is owned in London and is operated by Thomas
Carmichael, esq., thropgh his efficient superintendent, J. M. Kinnear.
The plant is unost.entatioos, but compact, and excellently adapted to
the operation of a large mirre on a thorough and economical basis.
The second mine in importance in this district is the Queen of the
Hills, half a mile distant from the Minnie Moore. It produces a grade
and character of ore similar to that of the Minnie Moore. It has been
worked inces,.,.. ntly for the last eight years by the owners, a Salt Lake
Ci t. corpor f rn . It ha attained a depth of over 800 feet, and has re·
centl com pl r ·c 1 a three-compartment shaft. The gross output of the
>1 t ·u ,t ti • II ,11. · 1: · h ·1 ,1,800,000, and the vein is a.swell defined
,·r. l 11· 1n m · i. umli· he superintendency of Fulton G. Haight.
~ l,1u· Jii
,·I \ 1 li rn t I Ji 11it of Logan County may be mentioned
ot 1·1· rnin
l I I, relopmen
of hich have not been
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on so large a scale as those of the Minnie Moore and Queen; but they
have made valuable shipment:s of ore without concentration, and now
possess large bodies of-ore::- ~y means .of milling facilit~es. these '\\jll
be made mines of great product. .Amo!).g these are the M1ch1gan-, Star,
Relief, Penobscot, Overland, Pacific Tunnel, Monday, Deadshot, and
Queen Victoria.
A complete description of the mines of the gold-belt district 1.·in tile
northwest portion of Logan County, would extend this part of my report too far, and an abridged description does not do it ju·stice. The
mineral product is almost exclusively gold, of which about a quarter
million dollars bas been so far extracted. A large expend.iture of capital has been made; the properties are no longer prospects, bnt mines;
and a profitable return to· the courageous men who have risked so much
in their development is no longer a matter of question.
I am indebted to Prof. H. R. Baker, of Bell~vue, and to Oapt. .James
Gunn, of the Gold Belt, for information of great valqe, and regret tllat
I can not use in this report_all the facts they have so courteously"placed
at my disposal.
NEZ PEROES COUNTY.

Improved land patented, 90,477 acres.-------·---------------·---··----Value of improvements on the above - ··---- ---- -----· ·----· ·-·--· -----Improvements on lands not patented, 19,880 acres . - - - - - . - - - • - ... __ •• __ _
City real estate .. - - ...• - ••.. - - - -.. - - - -. ., - - - - ..• - - -. - -•• -- - - . - - - - .. - - - -.
Improvements·----··-----·----··---·-·-----·----·· ...• -~·-·-··-----· ...
frnga,ting ditches . ____ .. ____ .. ___ •• _- •• - - . -••• - .••• -.••••••••••. - - • - - -Western Union Telegraph Company ___ .•• -•. - -- -· -- -• ·- -- ••. __ ••. _____ .
Spo"k.ane and Palouse Railway Company __ - -•.••••. - - •••. - •• -..•••. _• __ _
Money, bank stock, and other securities .•••.••••• ---· •••••••••••. ··-···
Goods, wares, and merchanalse •••• _••• _.. __ • - •.•• -•.•••••• ___ •.•••••.• _
Calves, 415 head . _.. _.. _•••.•••. __ ••• _•••••. _••••.•• __ .• _••• __ ..••• _••••
Range cattle, 4,280 head •••• ,•• ~ ••• _•.••••••••••••••• _•••. _•• ___ •• _••. __
American cows, 1,101 head ____ ••..•••• ·----· .•••••..••.••••..••••• --··Hogs, 1,000 head .•• __ •.• _•••• _••••• ____ •.•••••. _••• ~ .• _•...•• __ .••••.••
Colts, 456 head ..••••.....••••..•••••.•••••••••..•.••••. __ •• __ ••••••• _.
Thoroughbred horses, 18 head •• _.--··-·-· •.•• ·-·-'·· ..•••. ··--······-· __
Graded horses, 3,216 head_ ••• _•.•••••.••• _•.••••• ___ •• _. _. __ ..•• _. ____ _
American horses, 756 head •••••• _•.• _•••••••.••••.. ___ •. _____ .. ____ . ___ _
Mules, 8::J head ____ ·--· •.•. --·· •••. -··· ••••••••.••••••••..•.. -··· ______ _
Sheep, 1,5, 025 head ... __ ..• _. _•..•••••• ___ ..••• __ • _ . _••.•.•.•.•... __ .. "_
Other personal property, not enumerated ______ .••••• ··-··-····-- ______ .

.Assessment
values.

$..424, 117
63,585
11,755
117,615
109,041
500

150
32,500
117,251
83,600
3,570
50,139
18,469
2,039
5,158
1,900
66,173
30,775
3,280
18,ilO
42,865

Total taxable property •. ___ ._ .••••.••••••. _•••..••• _.. __ .. ___ • • • • 1,263, 19'2

After many years of steady prosperity, the county of Nez Perces has
experienced one season of partial lm~s. Less rain has fallen this ye~r
than in any previous year of its history, and the hardy grains which
withstood the Jack of moisture were largely destroyed by hot winds.
But the people would be ungrateful indeed to complain of one unprofit.
able year after twent.y of the better kind.
. But as_greatly dim~nis~ed as is t-he grain production, the .fruit crop
m quantitf and quahty 1s unexampled. Peaches, pears, prunes, apricots, apples, and all small fruits are in the greatest abundance, and tile
settlers are convinced that not even California fruits can excel those of
this region. Pears seem to thrive better than any other frnit. The
"Id~ho pear," now everywhere recognized as a distinct variety, and
poss1 bly the best known 1:-0 the horticultural world, bad its origin here~
The Idaho Pear Company, composed of gentlemen of this county bas
grown thousands of these kees for market, and the demand comes from
the greatest distances.
The southwest portion of this county, known as Craig's Mountain
has not heretofore been considered fit for agricult,ural purposes. It i~
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high and rollil}.g table-land, and when co~ared wfth the fertile vallers
has not seemed attractive; but of late t1fe scarcity of Government
land has compelled settlers to t;ry Craig's Mountain, and the resului
have been most gratifyi.ng; It is peculiarly healthful, a1f9 the grouIJ4
has been found very productive. Settlers are crowding in rapidly, y~
there is still room for more.
The larger part of this county is as yet included within the Nez
Perces Indian Reser..vation. The lands of this reservation are now being allotted in severalty, and there will)>'e opened for settlement nearly
lS00,000 acres of the finest agricultural and grazing land in the U nio~
with a climate unsurpassed on the globe~ Vast amounts of excellen1i
timber land will also be available.
The beautiful city of Lewiston grows more beautiful year by:year.
Its magnificent river facilities, its superior educa.tional system, its substantial business blocks, its lovely dwellings surrounded by orchardtf
and gardens; and the long stretch of highly cultivated farms on the
adjacent streams, combine to make a scene of prosperity and content.
The county is completing a new court-house at a cost of $30,000; new
brick ja11, $3,l_)00; the graded public-school building, $15,000.
The mineral resources of the county should receive the attention of
practical miners. A careful geological survey of the county, ~nd a
critical examination of the formation of ledges, have convinced the best
informed men who have given the entire region careful study that the
mineral deposits are of great value. Several most gratifying assayij
have bt>en had.· The general ·characteristics of the rock formation are
similar to those of Leadville, Colo.
I am indebted to Ool. J. ·W. Reid, Mr. D. V. Williams, and Mr. P. M.
Davis for facts and data of special value.
1

ONEIDA COUNTY.

, .Assessmelllil

Improved land patented, 54,992 acres .•••••.••••.••••••.•••••..•••.•.•••
Value of improvements on above ••••.••..•••••.••••••••••••••...••..•••.
Improvements on laml unpatented, 42,241 acres ••••••••.••••••••..••••.
Western Union Telegraph Company ..••.••••..•••.•.•••••••.•••.•.•••••
Irrigating ditches ..••..•• ____ ....................... : •.•••••••••••••.•••
Oregon Short Line Railway Company -- .••••.••••.•••.• - •••••••••••.. -·
Utah and Northern Rail way Company ••.•..••••.•.•••.••••••••••..••••.
Goode, wares, and merchandise .•••••.•••.•.•••.••••••. - •••••••.•.••••• Range cattle, 6,500 head, at $12 .......................................... .
American cows, 6,608head, at $16 .•••.••••.••••.•••••.•••••.••••••..•••
Colts, 1,245 head, at $12.50 .••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••.•••.
Graded horses, 3,857 head, at 825 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Moles, 6 bead, at $22.50 ••.••..••••.••••••••••••.••••.•••••.•.•.•.••••••
Oxen, 13 head. at $16 •.•••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••• - •••••••• - -• - ••••
Sheep, 40,946 head, at $1.50 .••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••••.
Money, shares1 and other securities .•••.••••.•.•••••••••••••.•••••.•••••
Other personal property, not enumerated .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Total taxable property .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••. _. _• _.

valnee. ifi
$211,152
108,862
37,400
3,883
21,650
139,360
107,250
29,315
78,000
105,728
15,562
96,425

135
208

61,419
8,249
666,406

1,691, 004

The county of Oneida is more closely settled, with possibly one or two
exceptions. than any other portion of Idaho. It is strictly an agricult,nral and stock-raising county. It has no mountain ranges of towerinfl
heigh~. bot i .' hills are of sufficient elevation to receive every winter a
bea f, 11 of snow and provide an adequate water supply.
Th i ·on uf . i a noble illustration of what quiet industry. economJ:,
and . 1d- a 11oned thrift will do. The larger portion of the '(HHl fr
i~ ·. 1 • r m "· great lines of commerce; its railroad facilities ·1 e
J1 i ., md1·•· 1 l; 1t has no great manufactures or mines· there is but
·lj ,, 1 in- all ; ,. in face of all diseouragement.8 mor~ than 100,000
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acres of land have been recl¾liimed by irrigation; small and w~U-tilled
farms have yielded a bountiful return; improved' grades of live stock
flourish on its .meadows, and year by year the number of free-holding
families_increases and the tax-roll grows.
A very large pro:w:,rtion of both the earlier and later settlers are
Welsh. There is no need to erect jails_or poor-houses for such men. .All
they need is a government which will protent them from disturbance;
they themselves are.orderly and honest. Many in early times were infatuated with Mormonism and Mormon practices, but their sturdy independence and good sense are prompting many withdrawals from that
misguided society.
Reference tQ the statistics given in the various tables accompanying this work shows the rank of this county in the production of grain
and live stock. Its growth fr~m year to yea; .is equalled by few other ·
localities. There are four flouring mills, all good mill~, and the one
at Franklin probably the costliest in the Territory. The North Star
Woolen Mill, also at Franklin, has in the past produced excellent yarns.
The population of Franlrlin is growing. The place is exceptionally
prosperous, and is an aggregation of homes and comfort. PI"eston,
Weston, and Samaria are handsome agricultural villages. Malad is the
county seat. It contains a population of abont 1,200 and· has about 30
business houses. The court-house a:q.d furnishing cost $20,000; the jail
$5,000.

_

There are still about 6,000 acres of forest land. There are 8 sawmills, whose united production last year was 2,500,00_0 feet of lumber.
The grazing lands of the county embrace about 500,000 acres. ·The
present area of farming land probably can not be very largely increased
without the construction of a comprehensive system of storage reservoirs for water.
I am indebted to Mr. R. H. Davis, editor of the Enterprise, Malad,
for valuable statistical information.
OWYHEE COUNTY.

Assessment
values.

Improved land patented, 4,685 acres ••••••. _••••••.••••.•••••• ____ . u • • • •
Improvements ........................................................... .
Land unpatented (39,000 acres), improvements ..••••.••••• ______ ••••••••.
Improvements on mining claims...... __ •••..•••••••• __ •.••• __ •• ____ • ___ •

~~:ai:t,J~~~~
:::::: :::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::=::::::::::: ::·:·::
Conceritrators .•••...•.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.. ______ •••••..•.•••

Mining ditches ..•••••••••..•••••.• _••••• __ •.••••..• ., __ •••• __ . _________ •
Irrigating ditches.: •••.•••••..••• ______ ••••••••••.••••• ____________ .•.. _
Money on band ..••.• -~-- •••..•••••.••••••••••••••• ______ ••••••.•••••• __
Goods, wares, and merchandise ••••. _•• _.••• _.• ___ •. _. __ •• ___ • _. ____ •• __ _
Cattle, 31,000 hea~ at $11 .•••••••••.••• ________________________ •••• _.•.•
Horses, 11,375 hea , at $23 ...•.....••.••..•......................• _____ _
Jacks and jennies, 125 head, at $20 ....• ______ ...• ____________ .......• ___ _
Jewelry and plate ••••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••.••••..••••.••••••.••.••••
Mules, 125 head, at $37. 50 . _•• _•••• __ ••• ___ •. _• __ •• ____ ••• ___ ••• ___ •. _. __
Hogs, 400 head, at$8 .•.••..••••..••.....•..••••.•••••·.•••••••••..••..•••
Sheep, 7,700 head, at $1.60 ...........•...•...•...•............•..•••....
Other property notenumerated ..•.•• ·-.·-·· •••••••••••..•••••.•••••••••••
Total . • • • • • . . • . • . . • • • • • . • • • • . • • . • . . • • . • • • • . . . • . . _• __ • • • • . • • • • . • • • .

$46,El61
32,860
70,975
12,230
3,100
20,000
15,000
1,700
15,000
7,100
46;000
341,000
236,3:25
2,500
10,500
4,500
3,200
12,320
8,124
899, 295 .

T~is cou~ty lies in the south west corner of Idaho, and is noted no less
for its grazmg lands than for its wealth in mines and mining industries.
The Owyhee mines, as they are called, were discovered as long ago as
1863, about 9 m~les in a westerly_ direction from Silver Oity, on what is
known as Jordan Creek, said creek having been 'named after. the dis-
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coverer of t~e placer mines €hereon. I~ a short time the prospeefii1i.l
party of whrnh Jordan was a member d1scov-ered War-Ea~Ie-MounUlii
and several quart.z lodes which have sinee produced a· great amount of
mones, and are being worked at the present time. The lodes so far discovered lie withiu an area about 20 miles square. They vary in width
from ~ to 60 feet, while the ores assay from a trace of gold or silver into
thousands of dollars.
This bas been one of the greatest gold and silver producing countie-1
ht the Territory, having turned into the coffers of the .world somethinlt
like $26,000,000 between the time ot' the discovery of its mines up to
1876, wheti, upon th,ecollapse of the Bank of California, capital -was withdrawn from the mines, and the life of the camp was left to be sustairie4
by inmvicluais residing therein. Though capital had been wit_hdrawn
the mines still continued to yield, which fact finally attracted the attention of outsiders, who came in and investecl considerable. money in the
mines, and are now working the same. Some of the most promi~~nt of
the mines now being worked are hereinafter described as follows, to
....wit,:
The Oro Fino Group.-1:bls group of eight mines belongs to the Oro
Fino Mining Company, limited, of London, England, and are being
worked under the immediate supervision.of Mr. Dalby Morkill, the managing director. The group is called after the Oro Fico, a mine which
has produced in the past $1,800,000 and is destined soon to_produce as
much more. The lode is situated on WarEagleMountain,3milesdi~tant
from Silver City. The vein is a true fissure varying from 2 to 6 feet in
width, carrying free milling ore of gold and silver. The shaft has reached
tlle depth of 307 feet while the mine has not been stoped out to that
depth. Levels already started on the mine before it was purchased by
the company now owning it have been continued with goocl results. A
Ioele of very rich ore has b~en discovered for a distance of 120 feet in
length, reaching upward about 100 feet, or as far as developed. At a
recent test ore from this lode milled $225 per toµ, the product being
nearly all gold. Over the mine is a most substantial shaft-house with.
hoisting machinery capable of working the mine to a depth of 1,oOO
feet, while at Silver City is the new Oro Fino 20-stamp steam quartz
mill. The Oro Fino group-of mines is covered by ten loca~ions, patent&
for which have been applied for.
Poorman Group....:...This group of mines col"ers an area of about <mehalf a mile in width by 1 mile in length, and is composed of eight
or ten lodes, the principal of which being the celebrated Poorman, the
Belle Peck, Oso, lllinois Oentra1, Son th Poorman, Silver Cord, and
Jackson. All these mines have produced more or less; while the Poorman has yielded millious. United States patents have been applied
for for this group of mines. The property was purchased about one
year since by a syndicate of gentlemen then living in London, among
whom was Mr. J. C. Kemp rnn Ee, who is now ~idfng at Silver City,
and managing the property. Although he has had charge of the sam.,
but a short time it has yielded handsomely, and is now being developed
under bis direction by cross-cuts, tunnels, and drifts. Be has opt-ned
up :1 ric·h body of ore in the Oso, which shows free gold in considerabJ~
41', u r ·r. ·• In the l1Jinois Centl'al he has opened up about 500 feet in
l •1 , Li • f 11.1. · ore by 60 feet in depth. How much deeper the chutis
t· ·t ·1J1 l .,, n on . · l I determined by the drill aud pick. -The Poormsn
\ ill l :q,1
Ii, a tunnel run from tht" Belle Peck mint- at a dt'pth
ii.. nu.l this once celebrated lode will then be worked
H, P ·k tunnel.
1
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Bwrmy Hill.-This property is situated southeast of th'e Poorman
lode, and belongs to Mr.A. J. San<ls, Ow.yheeDounty. The lode averages
about 3 foet in width, and has a shaft on it 90 feet deep. Levels have
been run each way from the bottom of the shaft in g!)od ore. The ore is
free milling and is easily extracted from the mine.
.
.Empire.-This lode is among the best developed mines m the camp,
having a shaft sunk OJ} it to the deptli Of about 700 reet, with/ a manway from top to bottom. Drifts are run on the vein every hundred feet
from the surface to the bottom of ·che shaft, making Jn ~U se.ven levels;
while from the bottom of the shaft a drift has been run north for about 700
feet. There is a great amount of' ore in this vein that wjll pay handsomely over all expenses of ~xtracting and reduction. A good or.e
house and )loisting works stand over the mine, the machinery being in
perfect working order. The property belongs to Hon. · J. I. Crutcher
and Mr. J. L. Crutcher.
Mahogany is the pcoperty of Mr. T. Regan. Has been developed to
a depth of' 8~0 feet by shaft, and drifts run on the lode. Vein averages
about 2 feet in width, and bas produced $400,000.
Morning Star is situated about one quarter of a mile north of Silver
City, and itoJ owned by Messrs. Stoddard, Townsend, and Smith. Lode
averages j feet in width, and has sbaft sunk to a depth of 225 feet.
Mine has produced about $750,000.
,
Black Jack.-This property is owned by W. H. Deevey, of Silver Oity.
Lode, 1,500 feet in length by 100 feet in width. Has been worked to a
depth of about 200 feet by shaft and tunnel. -Stopes have been run
and ore extracted which has yielded over $300,000. The vein will average 4 feet in width, incased in porphyry. The ore is free milling, carrying gold and &ilver. The property is a valuable one, and can be
worked to great ad vantag·e by tunnel from- Blue Gulch, which would
cut the mine nearly 1,000 feet deep. This lode is situated on Florida
Mountain.
Seventy-nine, owned by W. K Knott, is situated northwest of the
Black Jack. Has been developed by cross-cut and drifts, showing a
vein that will average 6 feet wide of ore that will run from $20 to $50
per ton. There are thousands of tons of ore.in sight. which only need
ext~ting and reduction to place the owner beyond all financial wants.
Phillips & Sullivan is owned by Mr. Isaac Phillips and Mr. J: F.
Sullivan, of Silver City. The lode location is 1,500 feet in length by
600 feet in width. The vein, averages 3 feet in width. Has been
worked for about one year by shaft and drifts, and bas produced $40,000
in gold bullion.
Wagontown Distric't.-The mines in this district were discovered in
1876 by J. W. Stoddard, who, in company with others, located the
Stoddard lo¢le, the first mine recorded in that district.
This lode is locat-ed in a nortp.erly and southerly direction; is 1.500
feet iii length by 600 feet in width. Has been opened ·b}- tunnel, showing lode ~ feet wide; ore free milling, yielding on an average, $60 per
ton. I~ 1s tbe property of Messrs. T. Reagan and C. M. Hays·, and is
now bemg prospected by Hon. J.P. Jones and Mr. T. Regan.
·
Wilson.-This is probably the largest and richest mine in Idaho. It
lies north west of the Spoddard, is. in the same forma~ion, and is worked
by a cross-cut run to cut the lodes, and then by drifts. The property
is owned by Christian and Louis' Wahl, of Chicago, and Capt. J. R~ De
Lamar, of De Lamar, Owyhee county. There are three. veins in this
location_. though from tbe formation some would. call them all one, or· a
mountain of quartz mineralizeq. The first is called :Voshay, being a
INT 89-VOL III-24
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lode about 15' feet in width; the second, the Wilson, 30 feet in width;
and the third the 77, it being 77 feet in width. The veins have all been
run on and opened up in good ,shape, showing, it is estimated, over
300,000 tons of OJ.le that will mill from $15 to $20() per ton. The ore is
easily extracted, two men being able t~ keep a 25-stam:p mill running.
Indeed only about one~half the ore extracted is crushed, the remainde:f
being simply screened and thrown into the pans. The bullion produce4!
is high grade in gold. A portion of one of the lodes named produ004j
silver ore that runs over $500 per ton per car-load. This character ol'
ore is being shipped almost daily to the rail11oad, distant from the mine
about 48 miles, where it is Joaded on the cars and shipped to Denver
tor ·reduction. Captain De Lamar has erected a 10-stamp mill on Jordan Cre~k, about half a mile -distant from the mine, which will soon
start up on the gold ore from the mine. He is also constructing a tramway with which to run the ore from the lode to the mill.
S(l!ffl,mercamp Group of Mines.-'fhis group of mines lies west of the
Wilson, and is owned by Mr. W. F. Sommercamp, sr., of Silver City.
Unlike many other mine-owners in this and other districts, Mr. Sommercamp has worked his mines with the view of opening them up and
showing the value of his property. He bas been about six years in
running ci:oss-cuts and drifts on the lodes found, and as a result can
show thousands of tons of f~ir -milling ore, some of which will assay
into the thousands of dollars. The lodes in this group are all large
and well defined.
SHOSHONE OOUNTY.

Land patented (U.-,687 acres) • ____ •• ____ •.••••••••• _. __ •• __ • _••• ___ •• __ •
Land unpatentep. . __ - -. _•• _. - - • - •• _- • -•• - - - ••• - -• - .. - - - - •••• - ••. ___ •. _.
Improvements on the same •• ____ ·-·--·-·--····---·-----·---• •••••• ____ _
Improvements on mining claims~. ___ • ___ --· .•• ·-· _____ .-·- •• _____ .. ___ •
Telegraph lines •. __ .• - - ••• _•• -•. - _•••. __ - - . ---•• - - - • - - - - ••• - - -• _••••••.
Quartz mills ( 5) ___ •. ____ .•. ___ . __ •• ~ •••• - • -.•••••• - - - - •••••••• _. _--•.
Concentrators(lO)
·--·
·--·
-·-··---·
--·••••
Smelters
(2) .• ___ .••---·
__ ••.
___-----·
••. ____
•. -----·
____ .• --··
___ ••.
_. _••• ·--____ ••
____
•• ···-.
____ •
Camr d'Alene Railway and Navigation Company ••••. _••• - _. __ ••• __ • _•• _
Washington and Idaho Railway Company-----···---· _____ ,: ____ ·-·--- ••
Toll-roads, ditches, and telegraph'lines .. _--· ··- -·· ____ -· ____ .•• _ , __ --·.
Money, shares, and other securities •••••• ____ -·. ·-··-· --· _.••••• ·-·. ···Goods, wares, and merchandise ••••••. - - - -. -- -. --••• - - - . - •• - •••• __ •• _••.
Beef cattle, 125 head, at $22.50. _____ ·--· .••••• ··-· -·-- --·- ·----· ·-·· -···
Range cattle, 275 head, at $15 •• _•• ___ ••• - -•••• --• -- - ••••••• _. _••••••• _.
American cows, 75 head, at $35. __ .... __ •• _• _- .• - - - - •• -••••• _••••• _•• __ •.
Graded cows, 125 head, at $25. __ - _. -- _. _____ . ·-- --· -- - --· --· ••• ·--- ---·.
Hogs, ~00 head, at $4 .• _•• _ . ____ - • - - - -••• ___ •.••• - - • - - • _•• - - .•• _. ___ •• - .
American horses, 250 head, at $60. ____ • ---· •• - -·· -- • -- - -- •••• _--·. _-- -•.
Native horses, ~00 head~ at $15._. __ • ·-·· ·--··· ·-···· ·-· - ·- - - _______ ,. ___ _
Jacks and jennies, a head, at$10 •••••••• ______ ··---- ---- ·-···· ____ ---· •.
Mules, 50 bead, at $75. __ -·- _______ - -- ·- - --·. - --- •••• -- • ··- - ·---. __ • ___ •
Oxen, 16 head, at 825 .. ____ .. _--· _____ . ·- ..... ---·· ... ___ ·-. --· ...... ___ .
Sheep, 300 head, at 81.50. _. _• - - •••. - - - - ••• -•••••• - • - - - -• - - -•• - - ••.• - - •••
Other personal property not enumerated. _____ ----·· ____ -····-···-·· •••.

Ae!:i!~~
$13,404
18,000
433,265
75,000
200
35,000
250,000
2,500
182,500
20,000
2~,800
35,000
204,500
2,812
4 125
2:625
3,125
800

15,000
3,000
30

3,750
400
450
298,100

Total taxable property ...• . -. - - -.... _•.. -•.... _.. _.• _.. ___ .. ___ . . I, 632, 386

\ ~estward from the summit of the Bitter Root Mountains to the eastern bonnda ·.r of Kootenai County, and from the southern drainage
slope 11 f be •· . Joe Valley to the Ocaur d'Alene Mountains on the north,
, .• rn 1 1 • •· tlH: L!I ·<1t mining section of Shoshone County, known as the
i ll' ti
I 1u•. Thi.· wide region of mountain and gulch, covered with
I ~1J •· '• • t Ii. • · I im·, tamarack, and cedar, was comparatfr J. un1 n ·1
1. ii
. ·ar. _ai:,l when the discovery of placer gold by Pnd1u Ju
u · 11 tu gulch now bearing bis name e~cited t 1
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stampede which quickly p_o pulated the north and south forks of the
Creur d'Alene "River with from 4,000 to 5,000 hardy men. In 1884 the
first discovery of galena was made on Canyon Creek, a tributary of_ the
South Fork, and the Tiger and the Poorman mines tp.en lo~ated have smce
become famous for the volume and .value· of th~ir product, and are now
tbe micleus of the :flourishing town of Burke. Soon after was discovered the Bunker Hill and Sullivap. mines on Milo qµl~h, also a trib~te
of the South Fork, about 12 miles below t;he mouth of Canyon .Creek. '
This last find was of such extraordinary magnitude and richness as t.o
awaken the interest of Montana capitalists in the country, and the ensuing year they constructed a natrow-guage railroad from Lake Creur
d'Alene to these mines, and began hauling their ore to the concentrating works at Wickes, Mont. This was the entering wedge which
opened the marvelous treasures of the Cceur d'Alene to the world, and
enabled it in less than three years to become what it is to-day, ,the
greatest lead producing region in the United State~.
The developed and working mines of the Creur d'Alene at the present
time are mainly on the South Fork and its tributaries. There are 10
concentrators, of an average capacity each of 100 tons daily, now in
operation along this_line. · Three of them, the Bunker Hill and Sullivan,
the Emma and Last Ohance, and the Stemwinder, beil!g at Wardner.
On Canyon Creek there are five: The Poorman, the Tiger, the San Francisco, the Gem, and the Granite; while the town of Mullan, 5 miles
west from the Montana line, has two, the Hunter and the Morning;
These mills produce 7'0,000 tons of concentrates per annum,. containing ·~n
a_verage of 30 ounces of silver and 60 per cent. of lead, to which must
be added not less than 45,000 tons of selected ore sacked and shipped
from the mines, averaging 40 ounces of silver and ~O per ~ent. of lead;
and this entire output, aggregating a cash value of $9,030,000 at the
market sale of 90 cents for silver and 4 cents for lead, averages the
mine-owners of the Cceur d'Alene, over all expenses of freight, treatment, and percentage of loss, a clear profit of from· $25 to $30 per toni·
and the present development of other properties on the same minera.
belts assure the belief that anothe~ two years will double the number
of mills and .t he production of ores and concentraties. A.long the South
Fork, in consequence of this great output of mineral wealth, bave
grown a number of beautiful and :flourishing towns; some of ,which will
quickly assume metropolitan proportions with the compJetion 'of therailroads now building, and which by the shortening of distance and
the unusually attractrve and pictUTesque features of the county, will
bring much of the transcontinental travel through the valleys of the
Cceur d'Alene, and at the same time afford such increased facilities for
transportcl,tion as will greatly increase the product of the mines now
o~·erating, and encot1;rage the full development of the th9usancl valuaQ\e
mmeral prospects now lying dormant.
The North :Fork of the Cceur d'Alene River and its tributaries are not
less valuable and promising in mineral prospects, aud a branch line of
the Washington and Idaho Railroad is now located from the main line
at Kingston to the head of Beaver Creek, and will undoubtedly be built
next year for a distance of 30 miles. There it will tap the pi'odqct of
what is known as the Sunset Group of mines, a galena deposit of such
jn~gnitude as warrants the estimate novt made of an output of not less,
than 700 tons per day from present developments. From the mouths
of Beaver and Prichard Creeks the North li'ork trends to the north for
about 2~ mileH, a~d heads in the southerly slope of the Cceur d'Alene
Mountains, opposite Lake Pend d'Oreille, It is an unexplored region,
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but the few adventurous prospectors who haYe penetrated its pathlese
forests have broug-ht out many specim~ns of mineral equal in richrte1a
to any yet found in the country, and it is believed from this and from
its geological formation and'position that when the Upper, North Fork
is thoroughly ~xplored it will prove as prolific of wealth as any other
mining district of the Creur d'Alene.
Prichard Creek, which empties into the North Fork about 2 miles
above the mouth of Beaver Creek, runs for aQout 15 miles through the
gulch contaiining the .immense placer deposits which first attracted attention to the country. Over $2,000,000 bas been gathered from this
ground by scattered and occasionai labor on r\m rock and in shall<ne
gravel, by small parties of men working with primitive implem§
and old-time methods; but all attempts to reach the bed-rock de s
of the main gulch and the bottom ot the Old Wash channel stretcf1
for miles along the hills, were failures, and they remained untouc
until two years ago, when a company of New York capitalists, after a
long and careful expert exploration of the ground, and after securiJJI
mining claims of 20 acres each for miles, began the construction of an
extensive bed-rock flume on one of the sfde gulches of Eagle Creek.
which is tributary to Prichard. E~rly last spring, with all of the latesf.
appliances to hydraulic power, and with every known improvemenjt t.o
the methods of catching gold, they began work which resulted this fall
in a sum total so far beyond all expectation that they are now prepa.iing for the construction of a substantial and expensive system of flumell
and ditches, with the view of a steady pursuit of thi& profitable work
as their permanent business investment for years to come. Anoth•
company of Eastern men are now investigating the prospect for a more
extensive enterprise of like character along the ma.in channel of Prichard Creek, requiring a bed-rock flume of more than 8 miles in lengtll 1
and there is no doubt that during the coming year, with these antt
other organized efforts by men of means, the vast but stubborn place,J
fields of the North Fork will be compelled to give up their gol4en store.
TOWNS OF S:t!OSHONE COUNTY.

Murray, the county seat of Shoshone Oounty, is on Prichard Creek
about 6 miles from its junetion with the North Fork of the Creur d'Alene
River. It is in the heart of the gold belt, and is surrounded with goklbt'aring quartz leads that will free-mill from $8 to $20 per ton. The86
have not been successfully worked thus far, the few attempts made having been undertaken with capital too small and expectations too great..
The town has a population of about 700, chiefly supported at preseat
by the placer diggings in its vjcinity. It has a public water supplJI
a fine fire department; a lodge of the Masonic Order and one of tht1
Ancient Order of United Workmen, and a .flourishing post of the Grand
Army. It has also a lively weekly newspaper, The Coo1U' d'Alene Sun,
and has a future of unquestionable and permanent prosperity, when
the proper effort is made to gather the wealth of its hills and gnlchea.
The town of Wallace, with a population of 1,000, is sitnate<l in
beautiful basin of the South Fork Valley at the junction of Nine Mile
'1:11' r, : ncl Oanyon Creeks, and is the supply depot of the great winio•'
iu t.-rii . ,f t h,•·· gulches. It is the railroad transfer for all the trihut. n · f 11 • Upper South Fork, and has many well-supplied and snb1ti
111 i 11. • hon "· in every branch of trade.
It bad two first- c la
t I
1.1 1 societies, good schools, and an able and enoorpri~ing tr•·

,·r, The Wallace Free Press-

Wallace will more than dou~ l
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its population during the coming year from the fact of i~s ~election .as
the division terminus of the through railroad now bmldmg toward
Missoula, Mont.
_
.,
Mullan, 7 miles east from ·Wallace, has a natural locat10n of great
beauty, and is one of the coming towns of Creur d'Alene. It is well
built., bas two fine hotels, a public school, and a- weekly ne)Vspaper, The
Mullan Tribune. This promising place ·has a popnlation of about 800,
and is the center- of a mining distl'ict equal in extent and richness .to
any in the bountry.
Wardner, in Milo gulch, about 2 miles from the South Fork, ts the
business heart of the. great group of working mines which have gr~d'1ally opened in that district since the first discovery of tbe famous
Bunker Hill and Sullivan. It is a flourishing to'wn of 800 people, with
schools, societies, fire department, and an excellent weekly- mining
journal and newspaper, The Wa~dner News. Its present population
will largely and quickly in.c rease ,when the railroad~ now building afford
transportation for the full output of its mines.
The town of .Burke, on Canyon Creek, 9 miles from the South Fork,
has about 700 population, mainly supported by. the .T iger and Poorman
mines. It has a first.class hotel, water.works, fire department, and
schools .
.A:bout 4 miles below in the same canon is the town of Gem, with
200 people, around the newly·start-ed works of the Gem and San Fran..
cisco mines.
'
·
At the moutl-t of Milo gulch, 2 miles below Wardner, are the towns
of Milo and Wardner Junction with an aggregate population of 500.
Both of these places are enterprising business points, deriving their
main support from the Wardner group of mines.
The to,wn of Kingston, at the junction of the North and South Forks
of the Cmur 'd'Alene River, has about 200 residents.
Osborne, on the South Fork, with 200 population, is the center Qf the
gray copper belt, a very rich deposit of mineral as yet undeveloped.
Delta and Myrtle, on Beaver Creek, a tributary of the North Fork,
are placer.mining settlements with a population of 150 each.
I am indebted to Col. W.W. Hamm.ill for interesting information re.
lating to this county.
WASHINGTON COUNTY.

Assessment
val,ues. ,

Improved lands patented, 39, 914 acres ................................ ~ .•• $385,276
Value of improvements on the above •..••.•.•.••• ·-·· .................... .
122,974
Mining claims patented •.•••.•••.......••••••..•••••••••••••••••.•••••••
16,500
Quartz.mills ............................................................ .
10,000
Western Union Tel~aph Company ...................................... .
1,404
il way Company •••••.••.•••.••••••••••••••.••.••••
Oregon Short Line
182,650
Money, shares, and other securities .•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••
3,710
Goods, wares, and merchandise .•••....•••.••••••••• _••.•• _•..••....•••••
94,110
Range cattle, 15,973 head, at $11. 50 .••• .: •..• _••••••••..••.•••• __ •••• _......
183,689"
Thoroo\hbred horses, 10 he!!d, at $500 ••••••.•••••.••.... _•.•.. _••••• _•••
5,000
Graded orses, 3, 904 head, at $25 ••.•••••.•.•••.. _••••••••.•••••.•.•••••.•
97,600
Mules, 51 head, at $35 .•••••.••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••...•••••.
1,785
~hported sheep, 450 head, at $5 •...•.•••.••.•• _•••.••.••••..••••... _••••
2,250
~ep, 32,937head, at$2 ................................................ .
65,874
0 t er personal property not enumerated .••.••••• ~ •••••••••.•••..•• ~ •...
13,974
Total taxable prope~y .... ................................ _.. . • • • • • 1, 186; 796

The agricultural resources of this county are ,confined, so far ~s de4
veloped, to the valley on the east bank of Snake River and the valleys
of ~eiser River and its tributaries. The former is 28 miles long,. through
which runs the Oregon Short Line Railroad with depot at Weiser, and
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for this 28 miles jt will average 3 miles in width. Mos£ of this land
Jies so high that it will not produce crops without irrigation. When
irrigated. it proves very productive and· is adapt~d to all ki9ds of grain
(including corn) and every-kind of frJJit and berry grown in the temperate zone: No ditches have been. taken from Snake Rivel' to irrigate
these lands. What irrigation has been done is from the watet~ of the
Payette an_d Weiser .Rivers~and at this date the ditches are not of sufficient capacity to irrigate more than one-twentieth of the land.
It is true, however, that the Weiser will not any season afford sufficient water to irrigate aHthe lands unless a system of storage is adopted.
This river runs through the entire len~tl1 of the county for about 1'00
miles or more, and its ·beautiful, fertpe ~alleys from their shape would
seem to have been a chain o~ small lakes at some time. They are nam~11
commencing at the mo'1tb of the river, as follows: Lower Weiser, Middle Valley, Salubria, Indian Valley, Council Val_ley, and The Meadows.
'l'hey vary little in size. These valleys dndng the growing season require less irrigation as you a~cend _the river, and even this very dry
season fine crops have been raised in Salubria Valley and The Meadows
wi.tho-.;it irrigation. In the· latter valley, the highe~t on the stream, a
peculiarity exists that is worth mentioning. It is found that the earth
is warmer than the surrounding air, as grass will be found growing under the snow, and a~ fast as tiie snow melts away grass from 4 to 6 inches
long is seen, and from this fact the peopl~ living in the valley give it as
a reason that their ~egeta,bles, are not blasted by the frosts as in other
valleys lying below them. There is notµmch grain raised in this county,
for the reason that there is.no profit in it in the u,ppervalleys on accoun~
of the wagon tra-µsportation required to get it to any outside marke~
and the lower valleys have an insufficient water supply for irrigation.
There were a few car-loads of wheat and barley .shipped out of the~ount_y
last year, but it is doubtful if any will be shipped this year, as much of
the acreage sown to g~ain ·was cu.t for hay., The mines being as yet undeveloped, _the home market for agricultural products is very limited.
As a consequence the farmers convert theirgrain and bay into such products as will bear long transportation. 'Several car-loads of horses have
been shipped this season.
Many are turning their attention to raising hay exclusively, and for
this purpose alfalfa is taking the lead of all other grasses. There are
only two flouring-mills in the county, one at Weiser and one at Salubrie..
Mr. John Cuddy, the owner of the last named, has machinery on th'I
way to convert it from the burr to the full roller process. Considerable
attention is now being paid to raising fine horses. A Mr. Thompson, of
The Dalles, Oregqn, has purchased a tract of land a few miles above the
town of Weiser, and at considerable expense is fitting it up with stables
and track to fit his horses for the turf. He has now at his stables some
of the finest blooded horses in the West. Quite a number of Percheron
stallions (some ten or .fifteen) have been brought into the county and sold
the past year. The tributaries of the Weiser River are settled to quit,\
an extent, the same being from one to two farms wide along the streams
and from o t-0 15 miles long. Most of them produce fine crops and a few
are set to fruit and berries and supply the home demand._ There are a
number of hot springs in the county.
MINING .

. ~ u 1,1w ta in county in the Territory, Washin,• 1 • • containing
old, silver, copper, and lead.
• •I , ,, l, and until within the last three yeaDJ
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were not much thought of. They are now gradually coming into prominence, and bid fair to rival tl_le best in the Territory. At' the present
time there are three mining districts, viz., Washington, Heath, and
Seven Devils.
.
I
'
Washington district comprises the fol1owing silver lodes, which are
now attracting attention: Black Hawk, Black Maria, Daniel Boerne,
Egan Group, Traveler, Muldoon, Kit Carson, Atlanta, and some others
which are very little more than prospecte. Those named have been
partially developed, and for the amount of labor done show as m11ch
ore in sight as any mines in the United States. The valuable minerals
of this district are silver, copper, and iron. 1;he principal claims are
taken upon lodes m\rrying silver, and are located in the vicinity of a
mining town named Mineral. The lodes may be brie-.fl_y described as a
system of nearly parallel veins, whose strike is a little north of east, and
whose dip, which varies from 30 to 70 degrees, is: towards the n9rth~
Northeast they vary from 2 feet or less in thickness to 20 or even 30
feet. The grade of the ore, although generally esteemed low, is not so
when compared with other silver camps. The concentrating ore being
the undecomposed sulphurites in a porphyritic gangue are very abundant, and average 20 ounces per ton. Much of the oxid~zed vein mat"Ger ·
will .produce from 30 to 40 ounces of silver to the ton.
There are three qnartz:mills in the district of a daily capacity of 35
tons, and one smelter of 35 tons capa.ci ty. Two of the mills named have
been erected this season; one on the Daniel Boone, by Biddle & Lang,
and the other on the Egan Group, oy a company formed in Portland,
Oregon. The population of the district is now about 200, a majority of
whom are employed in or about the mines last above named.
Heath district.-The lodes of this district are large, well delined
veins, carrying little if any valuable minerals except silver. The· ores
are of a lower grade than those of Washington district and far more
rebellious in cha,racter; al1 have to go through the roasting process to
be worked successfully. The names of the claims developed sufficiently
to determine that they are true mines are the Belmont, Greenhqrn,
Buckeye, Climax, Hercules; Mary Ellen, and El Dorado. There is a 10stamp mill on the Belmont, owned by the Heath Mining ,Company.
They have expended.not less than $75,000 on the mill and 'mine. There
are two other small mills in this district that might be termed prospecting mills, although one has a i;oaster and amalgamating pan attached. The name of the camp where the mines are lo,cated, as also
the post-office, is Ruthburg. The population is about 20.
Seven .Devils district.-In this district are located ·the great copper
mines of the Territory, and the names of those more or less developed
arePeacock,South Peacock, Copper Key, Tussel, Lockwood Group ·(four
mines), Alaska Group (four mines), Blue Jacket Group (five mines),
Helena, Dacora, Arkansaw, Olivia, Calumet, Anaconda, White Monument,ClimaxNo.2, and Sampson. Thedeepestshaft is 130 feet. Several
tunnels have been run, some as long as 200 feet. The Peacock is estimated to have 30,000 tons in sight and the Dacora 15,000 tons; the
others from 500 to 5,000 tons. The Climax is a gold lode. All the ores
wilJ average at least 30 per cent. copper, and carrying a percentage of
gold and silver sufficient in some to pay a profit over transportation t8
redu~tion works at Om'aha; which means packing on mules for about
10 miles, and then 80 miles by wagon to the railroad at Weiser, on the
Oregon Short Line Railway, and thence by rail 1,400 miles to Omaha.
Tbere is no great difficulty in building a railroad to the'se mines, and
when done it is confidently asserted by those competent to judge !ihat
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this district will rival the far-fameq. Comstock of Nevada. The presPnt
population of the distriet is about 40, mostly pative-born citizens. The
district is locat~d in as fine and heavy a timber belt as can be found in
the Territory, and is· exceptionally well Wf.\,t~red, and, taken all in all,
nature has placed every facility at band to work these min'es fiuccessfully, excep-ting the one very essential and indispen~able requisite-cheap transportati~n.
I am indebte~ to Hon. S. Hasbronck. of"Weiser, for important information in relation to this county.
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE TERRITORY.

It is exceedingly difficult to estimate the acreage of agricultural.lands
in Idaho. There are vast areas not yet officially explored. Prospector&
seeking- only the precious minerals have taken no note' of the value of
the hmd for the purposes of food production, and the most intelligent
observation is yet ioconclusive unless at.t};le same time the quan_tity and
availabil'ity
tb,e water-supply is ta.ken into the account. Conservative estimates give us 13,000,000 acres of agricultural lands. Others
place the amount at 20,000,000. I think it safe to estimate it at 15,000,000
to 16,000,000 acres. Our industrious pioneers have already brought
under cultivation about 4 per cent., or 600,000 acres, ,.expending
$2,000,000 in irrigating canals alone.
The altitude of the lands gover~s to a large e.X,tent the character of
their pr0<Juctions. The valleys of Bear Lake,Lemhi, and Ouster Counties
are p:r;ofitably cultivated 'at an elevation of 6,000 feet above tide-water,
and at 5,000 feet, oats, wheat, potatoes, turnips, etc., are raised abundantly. Timothy and a few hardy grasses flonrislr at these altitudes.
At 4,000 to 4,500 feet all kinds of grain and vegetables are profitable.,
except a few tender garden products. In some localities fruit is grow1,1
successfully at 4,000
4,300 feet, and berries are abundant at 4,500.
The Boise Valley, so prolific of all kinds of fruit, is 2,800 feet above the
ocean, while the valleys of the Clearwater and Snake Rivers, near Lewiston in the northwest, with an altftude of but 680 feet, revel in tropical
vegetatjo.o. Thus tlie Territory of Idaho, in addition to its invaluable
mineral wealtbi.Possesses a share of the best climatic influences of every
portion of the union.
The soil in the valleys and on the plateaus, in the eastern and southern parts of tht, Territory, is composed of vegetable matter mixed with
mineral, and i.n. some localities with sand and c]ay. On this class of Moil
sage-brush grows extensively.
In the northwestern counties, dark loam of great depth prevails. In
the gulches and near the mountains, this soil is mixed with decayed
rock. Alkali soil is limited to narrow strips, in widely separat.ed localities, and rarely interferes with agriculture.
The yield of all kinds of cereals, when land is irrigated, is most gratifying and is not surpassed by any State or TerritGry. The same can
be said of aJl kinds of vegetables, while in many parts of the Tettitory
tender vineH produce abundantly.
Idaho frnir can not be excelled in quality or flavor. Apples, pears,
p,·a, It,· , )'lt1m ·, J I mes, apricots, grapes, and all small fruits and berri~ nr r: ~ ,fl , u r :~ t a_hundan~. Huck]eberries, gooseberries, and
·1ld 1 ·irI
ri rn· wild rn profusion on the mountain-sides and foothi l l. . '1
hir·l, gi ·,•. a name t-0 se¥eral prairies in t~e TPtn·
• • • 11 11
It is a bulb which is prized highly b.f the

of
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Our lands once covered with water for irrigation will support a more
dense population than the same area in any of the w.esteru St3'.tes. T~e
variety, superiority, and yield per acre of products will not be surpassed
in any country.
STOCK-R:AISING.

Idaho o:t,:·ers gr~.3/t induceme.nts for ra~s~ng catt~e,_horses, and sheep,
the extent of grazmg lands bemg practically unhm1ted.
It is estimated that the area of grazing land~'ap!!roximates 20,000,000
acres. The climate being pure and dry, the grass mires on the ground,
and remains nutritious during the winter. The Great Silakt3 River Valley, and the uplands and rolling foot-hills on its border, in the counties
of Bingham, Cassia, Alturas, Logan, Elmore; Ada, Washington, and
Owyhee, are in tbis great basin. Lemhi and Ouster Counties· are in tlie
great water-Rhed of the upper Salmon River, while Idaho, Nez Perces1
and Latah, in the north~rn part of the Territory, are all fine grazing
counties.
More attention has been given to raising cattle than to any.other kind
of stock. Until recently large profits have been realized by those eagaged in this industry. The prevailing low prices for beef cattle in the
Eastern market for the past two years have greatly reduced the profits
of our cattle-growers. Notwithstanding these low prices there is a fair
profit left for those engaged in the business. The low prices referred
to have induced many to sell their cattle and invest in sheep. Sheepraising is rapidly on the increase, and returns handsome profits to all
engag@d in raising them. A ready market is found for the wool, 'fhile
the wethers nre shipped to outside markets and a good profit realized.
Horse-raising has, in most instances, proved to be lucrati'Ve, especially so for the most useful classes, such as good draught and saddle .
horses.
The stock-growers of the Territory, realizing that it costs as much to
raise and market inferior animals as it does to raise those of a better
class, are improving their herds by the importation of thoroughbred
animals of the different classes.
· .
I append hereto a carefully-prepared estimate, obtained. through correspondence wit.h the best-informed stock-raisers in every count~ of
the total number of all stock or' different classes and grades in the '.l'~rritory.
Tot,d Btock of alz' kindB.

Kind.

·

Number. . V8t!:l.er Totalva.lue.
1,400
1,440
4.,322
27,067
350,_225
1,442
1,113
21-,428
101,263
2,480
206
3,150.
65,500
378,274
5,565

Total .................................... ~ .................. ·, ....

$125.00
125. 00
60. 00
25.00
12.00
40.00
400.00
80.00
30.00
110.00
20. 00
20.00
·3, oo
1.50

2.00

·-----1~----- .. '.. .

$175,000
180,000
259,320
676,675
4,202,700
57,680
445,200
,1, 714,240
3,037,890
148,800
6,180
63,000
196,500
567,511
U,130
140,370
11,882,196

378

RE~ORT OF THE SECRETARY

OF TH~

INTERiOH.

Abstract of Uve,-stoo'k, classified aa re_tw"ne4--by the assessors Jrir the year 1889,
Horses, thor- :Q:orses, graded. Horses, American.
oughbred.
Counties.
No.

Value.

30
7

$9, ooo
1, l25

.Ada •••••••••• ·- •••••• .••••• .•••.• •. • .• .••••. .•.
Alturas....... • • • • • • •• •• . • ••• • • • . •• • • . . •• • • • . . . .

Value.

No •

No,

$3, ·ooo

100

Value.

7,915
1, 5'21

5:~~:::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::: :: ::m ~~~ ::~
~:;?:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
~;:gg ~:::~~: ~::~~~~~:
Elmore . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • •• • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • . •• __ .
·

$229,350
43, 822

Hi!
:~:i 1!;
1~:;:

1:

2, 365
8,418
581
5,337
2, 391
3,731
756

Idaho ...•.••••••. _...................... • • • . • • • .
90
9, 415 . • • • . . • . . ••• ~. • • • .
Kootenai . ... • . • • • • •• . . •• • . . . • • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • • . .
4
1, 150
267
1~ 100
Latah ........ ···-·· ...... ...... .......... ......
42
7,350
65
4,875
Lemhi ..•..•••••••••••••••••.••...•••••••..•••• 4- 2, 000 1, 000
37, 953
Logan .••••.•.. _•..••.•••••..•••••.••••••••••••..•...•...... _...•..• _..••.... _..
Nez Peroes. .••. •••••. .••.•. ..•.•••.•••.•••••••.
18 l, 900 3,216
66,173

66, 493 '
154 918
25, 200
190,740
59, 775
97,647
30,775

§:o1~~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::: ::::::' :::::::: : ~·:;~~: :::~~:~;;: ·io;:g· ·····2::~
W asbington • • • . • • • • • • • •• • • • •• • • •• • • •• • •• • • • • • • .

10

5,000

3, 904

Total .••..•••.•••••.•••...••••••••••••••••

264

48, 460

12, 677

, Hoge.

Sheep.

97, 600 .•••••••••••••••••••

337, 256

1, '725,001

69, 041

Jacks and
jennies.

Mules.

Counties.

No.

Value.

Ada .,. . • • • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • .
30, 000
$60, 000
Alturas.... . . . . . • . . • . •. . . . . . . . .
6, 277
9, 416
1,240
2,258
Bear Lake.....................
Bingham • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . • • .
S, 772
5, 664.
Bois6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••·
Ca.asla . • • . • • • • . • • • . . • • . . • • . . . • .
36, 070
72, 140
Custer. • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . . . • • • .
20, 336
30, 504

Elmore • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • .
Idaho..........................
Kootenai......................
Latah • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . .
Lemhi.........................

28, 660
6,568
20

400

Oneida ••• • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .
Owyhee.......................
Shoshone • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • . • • .
Washington...................

1, 500
5, 799
15, 025
40, 946
77,000
300
83,887

Total....................

307, 300

Logan • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .
Nez Peroee..... ••••• •• . • •. • •• .

No.
1,195
92
583

780
694
400
200
188
3,302

Value.
$3,585
353
1,612
3,229
2,811

1,341
1,000
666
8,812

No.

Value.

...... ........

··-· ....
.···"··
~- ...7 "ii;i25.
····2· 600

...... .........

No.
160
140
30
102
71
193
341

Value.
$7,200
5,~

toso

2,965

5,710
13,6'0

57, 778
6,568
1
50
92
1,976
55
s, 145
26
. 6, 040 • • • • • • . • • • • • • .
67
268
400 3, 020
2, 285 .••..... ·••··•·•••
4
12 •••••••••••••••
9, 097
263
967 •••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••
18, 710
l, 000
2, 039 • • • • • • . • • . • • • .
83
3, 280
61,419 . • • . . . • . ... • • • • • • • 126
2, 500
6
136
123,200
400
B, 200
8
30
120
4:, 500
450
200
800 • • •• • • • • • • • • • •
50
3, 750
68,124 •• •• • • •• •••••• •••. •••• •• • • • • • • ••
51
l, 785

5~, 031

12, 267

36, 365

142

4,317

l, 561

59, OW
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A.b,tract of Ut1e•1tock cla8Bijied as returMtl &y the aasesEOrs for the year 1~-Continued,
Bulls, thor.
otighbred.

Cows, tbor.
oughbred.

Calves,graded. Cows, ~aded.

Counties.
No.

Value. No.

Value.

No.

Value.

Ada .•••••••••••••••••.• u................. 200 $7,500
250 $7,500
Alturas .•••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••.••.•••• : • .••. ; •••••••••••.••••,.
100 $2, 700
Bear Lake............................... .••••. .••..•••. .••••• .••••••. ••••••• ••••••••

No.
250
12
100

Value.
$5,000
470
6,000

~~1:C~.--....
······ .................... ······ .-~--... .....10 1, 200 248 1, 772 110 !2,..300~ ~
Cassia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • . • . • • • . • • • . • • .
i?i:~:e::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::
::::·:::: ... 32~. '..1,~·-~::::::: :::::::: :::::::
::::::::
Idaho............ . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
40 2, 355
650 ••••• • • • • • • • • •
836
16, 705
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•• • • • • • • • • • : • • • •

Kootenai.................................

Lat.ah. • • . . • • . • • • • • • .. .. • • • • • • .. • . • • • . • • • •
Lemhi...................................

~

2

30
16

150 ........................ , ••.•. •• .J., •. •••,.. •••.
1, 701
7
325 2, 105 12, 630
8
340
750
15
750 .••••••••••• , ... 360
8, 910

t:rf:~~~~=::::::::::::::=====:::::::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::::: :~·~~~: :\~~?: :~.=~i~: :iii,:;~~
~:oit::~·.-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
:::::: :::::::: :::::: .:::::.:: ::::::: :::::::: ···i2r ···s;iis
Washington .................................................................................._.; .••• Total.. ..................... .' ......

28712,456 399 U:-725 '2,898

American.

20,672 ·8, 409

Oxen.

Range.

147,673

Beef cattle.

Counties.
No.

Value.

Ada ............ ,............... 1, 000 $20,000
272
5, 168
.Alturas ............. ·- ••••• , . • • .
Bear Lake .•••.•.•••.••••••.••.....••..•••.•...
Bing~m............... .• •• • . . . 2, 040
30,600
Bois6.............. . .. . . . . . . .. ..
738
18,450
Cassia . • • • • • . • • • • • . . .. . .. • .. • •
710
14, 215
Custer • • • • . .. . • • . • • • • • .• • . . . . ..
176
4, 400
Elmore ......................................... .

Idaho .......................................... .
Kootenai....................... 1, 057
26, 425
La.tab......................... 2, 623
39, 345
Lemhi ............... ~·· ........ ................ .
Logan ............................ .......... .'..•.
Nez Perces. • • • • • • . .. • • • • • •• • • • . 1, 101
18, 469
Oneida ••••••.•••••••••••.••••••..•••.•.•••....•.

~;lat:!;:::::::::::::::::::::: ... 75° ::::::: :::

' Washington ................................... .

No.

No.

Valne,

10,940
2,394
9,810
25,126
5,772

$103,180 . • . . . . . . • . . . . . 2, 000 $40, 000 .
31,434
44 $1,500 •.••••..• ~ •••••
100,346
20
1,000 .••••••.••••.•.
299,510
10
700 . ••••.• ····-···
78,995
38
1, 055
158
3, 790
846,320
112
2,795 -~ •••••.•...•••
1411732
142,638
202,114 ···i2' ··--200· ::::::: ::::::::
18,815
65 '2,570
3,075
···:a:005
2:J,649 143
137,553
10
267 •••..•. ·•••· · ••
136,107
50,139
78,000
13
208 ....... ·····•••
341,000
4,125
16
400
125
2, 812
183,689

26,MO

11,811
11,929
13,583
lr523

2,266
10,581
10,664
4,280
6,500
31,000
276
15,973

Value.

No.

Value;

···m·

---1-----1----~-----i----l----1---1---17'1, 072

Total...... . • • • • • . . • . .. • . . 9, 792

200,957

2,419,346

4:73

13, 860

2, 410

48, 607

NOTB.-Tbe live stock for the present y\'lar bo.e not been properly classified as required by law and
the :returns do not exhibit over 46 per cent. of its value.-COlilFTBOLLER.
·
'

~
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MINING.

Mining is the principal industry oftbe~erritory,and g<;es:handin hand
with our growing agricultural industry. To the mines is due. the first
stimulus that w.as given to immigration. 'And now that mining has
become as legitimat.e an occupation as fanping, stock :raising, or any
other occupation, there is Jess of t:bat rec~less speculation than there
was a few years past. The past year ha.s been one of hardship t.o many
who are engaged in worn:ing· pla,cet or surface mines, caused by the
unprecedented light fall of snow in the mountains last winter, ther~by
producing~ little water for this class, of mining, and in some localities
the supply was so light that the mines have not. been tou,.ch~ this
season. With an average water supply through the season the output of gold and silver would have been increased at least $2,000,0t)Q
more than the amount reported.
A number of quart,z.mills have been shut down for some months from
the same cause. Notwithst~riding the short s~pply of water, and the
falling off of production in some lqcalities, the yield of valuable metals
in tne Territory at large is most satisfactory, and -is nearly double that
of last ·year. The large increase comes from Shoshorie·County, where
we have now developed some of the finest mines known to exist. Some
of the mines have been developed for some time,- hut the owners were
content to wait the completion of a railroad near them. The high pei;
cent. they carry in lead contributes to make the tonnage very large.
From the present ontlook, the production next year of gold, silver, lead,
and copper will be increased over this by several million dollars.
I am sincere in stating that I believe Idaho will, in a few years, lead
the list of States producing gold; silver, and lead.
Large copper mines have been opened in theSeven Devils district,
in Washington County; also on Big and Little Lost Rivers and Birch
Creek, in the counties of Alturg,s, Bingham, and Custer. These mines,
while high grade, are too far from railroads to be worked with much
profit at present. Railroad companies are looking over the field with
the view of constructing lines to them.
I append a table giving the production of metals for the year by
counties.
Total production of gold, Bil11~, lead, and copper in Idaho for 1889, prepared from the reports of proa'U<Jf/1'8 and other authentic sources.

Counties.

Value of
gold.

Vaine of
silver.

Value·of
Va.lne of
lead, a.t 4 copper, at
cents per 10 cents per
ponncl.
pound.

Total
value.

------------1----1------l-- -Ada .................................. .
Altoraa ········-······· •••••••••••••••.

~=&ID ................................

$275, 000 .••••••••••.

*6, 000
1,050,000

15,000 •••••• •• .• •••••• •••••••••••••••••.
385, 000
253, 000 • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••.

66,000
618,000

$5, 500
IM, 000

$500 • • • • • • . • • • . • •••••••••••
620, 000

35,000

86,000 •••••••••••· ............ ·~····· · ···
2, 100 000
160, 000
$25, 600

2,741,600

22, 000 • • • • • • • . • • • .
85, 000 • • • • • • • • • • • •
60, 000
15, 000
!!74, 000
400, 000
820,000
80,000

. • • • • • ••••.
• •••••••••••

510,000

_••••••••••.
• • • • • • •••••

145,"00
1,099,00.I

460, 000
871, 000
.76, 000
30, 000
426, 000

57,000

IM, 000

846, 000 • • • • . •

eoo. ooo
12, 000

s. &10,
ooo
25, 000

a.ao..• j

7,1564.,500

•

···-········
• ••••••••••

5,620, ooo
• • • • • • • • • • • • • •••60, 000
G,490,000

85,600

;NT, ooc,

'57, 00,1

500,11
9,630,001

WT, 000

17,344,600
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Productions of the val,uable metals in Idaho annually to date.
l862 ••••••••• - •••••• - - - • $5,000,000.00
186:l •••••••••• • - ; • • · • • • • 7,448,400.91
1864 .•••••••••••••••• - -• 9,019 .-704.30

1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
18i:i
1874
1875
1876

.•.•.••• ------ ••...• 12, 914, :i64. 25
•..•••...••••....•.• 10,001,850.44
•••••••••.••..•.•••• . 7,388,064.31
••••·• ------ •••••• -- 3,030,213.56
• • • • ...••••••••••••• 1,613,453.68
•.••.••••••••••• -••• 2,239,190.61
•... ···-·· ------ .••• 2,219,937.94
••• -••..••• -••.• - -- • 2,675,192.00
•..••••.••••..•••.•• 3,653,605.15
•••••••..••••.•••••• 3,100,447.69
••.••••••••••••. ---- 1. 983, 7~0. 27
•••••••.••••.•...••• 2,267,013.36

$3,474,787.69
2,657,216.91
2,553,634.!'i8
••.•.••..••.••.• -- •.
• ----- •.....• -- .•.•• 1,634.637.19
.•.••••••••.•••.•.•• 4,915,100.00
5., 500, 000. 00
.,................... .
5,000,000.00
. . . • . • • • • •..•••.•••
6,50U,000.00
.••••.•......•••••••
•·••·• ••.•.•• ,••• ---- 5,755,602.00
9,679,500.00
........... --- •..••••
.... -- ••.•••..••..•• 9,245,51:!9.00
8,905,136.00
••••
••••••••••••.•••••.• 17,344, 600._00

1877
1878 -------------------••.•••••••..••••• - - •

1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887

1888
1889

ooV••• 0000

ooo•••

Total productions. 157,720,962.84

FORESTS AND THE PRODUCTION OF LUMBER.

Probably m no other Territory in the United States are there larger
forest belts than within the limits of Idaho.
Although de~tructive fl.res have been raging during the past summer
throughout the Northwest, and particularly in this Territory, which
have destroyed millions upon millions of feet of this magnificent timber,
yet there a.re countless millions left.
I think it would be wise, and I earnestly recommend, that OongreSij
take steps to prevent the destruction of these valaable belts of timber
by tire by passing suitable laws looking ~o their preservation.
It would be· a judicious policy for Oongress to provide, by proper
legislation, for the appointment of local agents or supervisors whose
duty it should be to look after the lai:ge timber belts .of the· West, and
especially the Northwest, with authority to employ men to extinguish
forest fires and to arrest those l'es_pon~ible for this destruction of ,our
forests.
Although there is a very stringent law on our statute books prohibiting the leaving of camp-fires in these forests without thoroughly, extinguishing the same, yet every season many thousands of dollars~
worth of the fl.nest timber to be found in the West is destroyed through
the carelessness of parties who neglig~ntly and often maliciously leave·
their fires to consume acres upon acres of valuable Government timber.
In places the forests consist of what is known as lodge-pole or black
pine, which meai:ures in diameter about 6 to 18 inches, and grows to a
height of from 60 to 100 feet. They grow so close together it is almost
impossible to pass between the trees. It is generally used fo.r buildings,
fencing_ mining-timbers, etc. In other localities in Idaho -very large
belts of fir, cedar, spruce, and yellow pine grow in abundance, which
measure from 2 to 5 feet 'in diameter and from 50 to 75- feet in hetght
without a limb, and from 100 to 200 feet in height.
·
In Boise, Lemhi, Custer,. Alturas,. Elmore, Binghain, and Washington
Oountics are extensive forests. · {['he finest timber _belts in these counties are on the Boise, W 1eiser, pa,yette, Salmon, and Snake Rivers and
their tributaries. -These forests consist of white pine, fir, spruce, y-ellow pine, and black pine, with a limited quantity of cedar, cottonwood,
and mountain mahogany. In the counties of Kootenai, Shoshone, and
Idaho the timber is of large growth and very. valuable, consisting mainly
of white and yellow Jtine and red and yellow fir. Spruce, tamaraclt,
and cedar grow abundantly, while silver birch, yew trees, and mountain mahogany exist in limited quantity. In these counties cedars attain

·•
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a marvelous height and thickness. The same may be said of tamarack
and pine. This is undOJibtedly the largest and :finest belt of timber in
the Tertjtor'y.
Nez Pe1·ces and Latah Counties have :fine forests '6lthe above varieties, but with a much Jess area. I h.-i,v-e estimated the area classified. as
forest lands a~ 10,000,000 acres. On. lands elassified as grazing t1!ml
is a large quantity of excellent timber, while on the area of 8,000,.W
acres classified as rough and mountainous are millions of fine trees.
. The quantity of timber in the Territory, when re~uced to feet, is beyond calculation, and if properly protected wi11 produce ·sufficient lumber and fuel for this and neighboring States and Territories for hundreds
of years to come.
··
·
EDUO.A.TION .AND SOHOOL 'LANDS.

The public schools of the Territory are-in a prosperous conditic;m' and
an honor to the Territory.
Hon. C. C. Stevenson, superintendent of public instruction for the
Territory, in his very complete report of the condition of the public
schools of the Territory for the year ending August 31, _1889, shows the
following gratifying gains:
Increase o:f children of school ag,e _.••••••. _•••..•• _......... _•• _• . •• • • • • • • • • • • 4, 077
Increase of children enrolled .•••••.•• __ •.• ___ .•••••••••••.••••.•• ., • . •• • • •• . . 2, 225
Increase of school districts .•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••. --- • • • "48
Increase of sohool-hous~s.,••••• _••• _••••• ___ ~ ••• _•• ,... •• •• • •• • •• • ••• •••• ••••••
40
Increase of schools..........................................................
69

For general information I append the annual r'3port of the superintendent:
_
.
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OF IDAHO TERRITORY,

OFFICE OF 1':ERRITOR4,L SUPERINTEND~,

•

Boisi City, Idaho, October 7J 1 ~
SIR: In compliance with your request, I h&ve the honor of submitting a special report of the condition of the public schools of Idaho for the school year ending August
31, 1889.

.

The school system of Idaho is in its infancy, and, like all infant-is, requires consid..
erable care and attention in order to place it on the high road to the .full vigor of
life, Obviously: imperfect in many particulars; it llevertheless re:fiects great credit
upon the founders of this future commonwealth, and beyond all other things gives
evidence of Idaho's coming greatness.
The old district school system is the one iu operation, wherein the affairs of each
district are under the control of a, board of three trusteeiJ. elected by the voters of
the diskict for terms of Qne, two, and three years respectively~ In this way a rotation of office is astablished which protects the school from those sudden changes so
characteristic of school districts and their elections. Thjs board has full power to
employ teachers fix salaries, and transact all other business appertaining to th~
mamtenance of the district scboola. School elections are he]d annua1ly on the first
Monday of September for the purpose of electing one trustee, and are conducted in
the same manner as general electioDB. Many districts neglect t,o hold elections1 not
so much for lack of interest as for the reason that the election day occurs in the DU-81
season of the year rendering it very difficult for farmers to attend. The trustees are
required to visit the school once each month, and the benefit derived is very marked
in ciistricts where the provision is strictly adhered to by the intelligent trustees.
Each county of the Territory baa a county superintendent, elected at the general
h ction, to whom the trustees mast annually report on the first day of September.
he county superintendent disburses the school fund, which is raised by direct taxat n 11 , 1,y i ~ iogrequisitions on ~he cooniy auditor, who in turn draws his warrant on
tu t · ,, t · tr, a r11 ,•1 , All funds, both general and special, are in the hands of the
t
ur c ..-lu pa
them out in the manner before indicated. The county snperiDh
h · J" r of i hbold lu,. all moneys from any district which negleot.sor
fu ,
, e 1111 l.
it h the I. • He t r,·, uirad to isit 1· ·1 h district anouaUy toe 1 1 , c
,11 I t
,
l11·r· Ji ·ll 1· ; to hold teacher's iostitu . ; t,o apportion a 1
•11, I uu u •
l' r t r r1 111 1 I ·, on or before the 16th u
of Oct, d,1·r, t the T , ni
111 :lu
' IJ ot' I'
r iu trn ., l ,u , and to I
' I ·r 11 ll
1 . 1,,u O . r
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the schools of his county, as required by the general school laws and the 'ord~rs ('f
the Terri to rial superintendent.
Altogether, it is a very important position, much more than many people imagine
The abler and more energetic a county superintendent, the better and mor~ thoJ,'ougb will be the school. Our future depends upon, tbe soundness of our schools, ab4
the efficiency of the schools depends largely upon the efforts of tbe superintendents.
The people should be very careful in selecting these officers, and should endeavor to
obtain the very best material for the position. The phi,n proposed and advoc1:1,ted J:)y
many in favor of making the probate judge ex-offi.cio county school superintendent
wouid be very detri~ental to the best interests of the school ~ystem. Education
should not be subordinated or consolidated wit]i any other br1,ncb of govetnment,
but should be entirely independent of any other interest, held sacred and esteemed
as the ~eat bulwark of our Government.
If county superintendents would do all that the course of education requires of
them, they would find their time fully occupied. It is apparent that increase of population will bring with it an inctease of labor and consequent responsibility, and
a demand for the highest talent obtainable. As a State, the· school fund will be richly
endowed by the General Government, rendering it entirely capable of maintaining a
school system fully equal to and in harmony with the most approved educational
systems of these latter days, so maTked by educaitional improvement.
The Territorial superintendent of public instmction is-appointed by .the governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the legislative council, and is given the gen-:,
eral superintendence of the public schools of the Territory; is required to report the
condition of the public schools to the governor; to prepare and have printed and distribute -all blanks required throughout the Territo'ry; to decide all disputed points
in school law, which decisions have the force of law until reversed by the courts; to
visit each county annually; to lecture at-county institutes, a.nd to perfOl'm all other
duties required by law and the exige:pcies of the school system.
hi order to prepare this report in time to be of use to ~ou, I was compelled to request the county superintendents to transmit their reports a little earlier than usual.
Ne,arly all of them have complied with my request, ai!tl are to be complimented for
their neatness and accuracy. From the latest reports I have compiled the following,
statistics:

Table of BtatiBtioB for Bchool yea1· begin_nin_g September 1, 1888, and ending August 31, 1889.

Counties.

- - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - ---1---1---1----1---- - - - - - Ada .• - • • • • • • • • • • •
Altura& .•• • •• • • • • •
Bea.rLake .•••••••
Bingham • • • • • • • . •
Boise .•.•••••••••••
Cassia.............
Cueter ••••••••••••
Elmore .••••• ,.....
Idaho • • • •• • • • • • • • •
Kootenai . • • • • • • • .
Latah............
Logan....... • ••• .
Lemhi .• - • ••••••.
Nez.Perces •••••••
Oneida • •• • •• • • • . •
Owyhee •••••••••••
Shosh?ne..........
Washmgton • • • • . .

38
ll
16
45
19
25
11
7

21
12
54
22
10
13
28
12
12
29

37
6
4
22
19
19
5
6
13
10
4:6
19
R
12
22
14
11
21

50
16
16
57
21
27
11
6
23
10
67
28
11
17
28
13
11
26

1, 754 3 804 1, 224 1, 180 2, 404 $29, 885. 46 $27, 289. 20 $2, 596. 26 $30 to $80
526 6 705
360 • 320
680 13,974.34 13,399.56
574. 7.8 50 to 150
702 •••••.• 1,083
935 2,038 3,961.65 3,324.81
636.84 24to. 75
2, 189 5
99 2, 227 1, 994 4, 221 27, 311. 84 23, 160. 69 4,-435. 61 35 to 100
457 1
11
423
374
797 12,128.34 9,088.65 3,039.69 40toIO0
917 •. . •• . •
753
695 1; 448 9,951.96 7,098.50 2,853.46 25 to 60
232.. ••••.
188
178
366 6,897.32 5,171.22 1,726.10 60to 99
14 . • • • • • •
187
184
371 5, 088. 50
5, 088. 50 40 to 85
588 . . . • • • .
452
392
844 5, 367. 60 4, 592. 58
867. 62 30 to 92
254 • • . • • . .
352
316
668 4, 005. 30 3. 909. 59
95. 60 30 to 75.
1,101
1,515 1,338 2,953 11, j77, 84 9,379.94 1,797.90 30to 50
856 1 125
648
610 1,258 '15,110.28 16-, 757. 53 1,647.25 40 tc'.1140
294
280
283
563 5,207.32 3, 69S!. 85 1,508.47 60 to 100
419 1 100
456
454
910 10,'659. 28 8,238.95 2,780.73 30 to 125
1, 221 1
11 1, 251 1, 196 2,447 6,807.05 4,858.16 1,948.89 25 to 60
193 l 810
172
164
336 14,506.2317,938.44 6,567.79 60tol25
260 2
46
279
266
545 8, 584. 37 5, 908. 70 2, 415. 32 50 to 100
701 •. • • • . .
567
577 1,144 8, 1P7. 37 6,764.55 1,540.69 25 to 62

- - - - - --1--1--1---1-------1---·-

Total .••••. - • .. 385 294: 43412, 678 212, 21112, 38611, 686 24., 071 198, 782. 051160, 579, 92 42,121.50
1

,lfO'J'W.-~o~ itnd

~o~~n Couµtips were crea,tecj oqt

-~-·-

pf Alturas Cou~ty by tbe l~st iegisl*lit\lfe, ·
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SU11MARY.

Total number of school distriota .........,...........•.....•...•..•........... ~·········-'··
~
Total number of school.houses .................................. ,._.......... ...............
294.
Total number of schools ..•. ~. . . .. • • ••• • • • .••• •• . • .• . • .• . . •• . ... . • • ••• . • •••... ... . • . • .•• .. .
43'
3:otal number of scholars enrolled ......................·•. ••••••.••••••..• ·......... oa.......
12,678
Total number of school libraries ...........................,.................. ·-·"<·.. .......
21
Total number of volumes inlli'braries .................................... ·-· ..............
2,211
Total number of boys of school age : ••... •.... ._ .......................... ~· ..... .. . .. . .. . .
12. 386
Total number of girls of school age •••••..•• . ......... , ... ···,···~--· -·'."............. . ....
-11,685
Total number ?f children of school·age .••.•. ···"'" ·· ····;;--············'"·-,· --···------···--·
24,071
.Amounts received for school purposes .... ~. . ............................................ $198, 782. 05
Amounts expeni:ed for school purposes .......•..•.. --<·..................·......•.. ·- .•.... $160,579. D'l
Balances on hand in county treas~es* . .. . . ···: ·-· ....... , ..•••..•....•.._... . ...... ........ $42. 1_21, 50
Highest monthly salary of teacher m the Territory-Alturas County ....... ; . ......' .. ,...
4150;00
Lowest monthl:\" salary of teacher in the Territory-.-Bear Lake County •••. ; • . . . • • • • • . . . . . .
$24. 00
Estimated num'berof qhildren not enumerated in this year's census, incJ:ading those not of
9,000

T!~o::ili:cfi.epopttlaii;~: :::::::::: ::.:: :: :: :: : :::::: :::::::: ::: :::::::::: :::::: :,::::::::-::::·
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GAINS.

The year has been one of unusual prosperity, not only to the school system but also
to all other interests in the Territory. The educationa-1 increase bas l>een so marke(f
that a table of "gains" has been inserted to show the public how Idaho is forgin_g
ahead. These gains are made over the year ending August 31, 1888.

Counties.

- - - - - - - - - -- --1-- --1---t----1-- ,_ __,___,____ ,___ - - - - - - - Ada ................................. .

7

Bear Lake .................. .".... r ..
Bin~haut ......................... 19 •••
Bois6............................. 4 3
Cusai ............................ ~l
Custe.:....... .. .................
1
Idaho............................ 1 1
Kootenai....... . ................. 5 4
Latah ... ••• n

• • ••--••••--•••• • • ..

Lemhi ....... . ......... . ... .. ...
~ez,rerees .,. . .. ...... . . ........

8
1
1

5

~E:~~::::::::::::::::::::::::: I

Washington................ . .... .

1

1
44
2
16
27 1,113
5
96
2
50
4
64
1
25'
4
433
13

1
3
14
....
79
2
1,010
• • •. . ...
71
........
49
••• , .••
18
........
60
... .••. 285

30 . ... ....

329

1 . ..... ... .. ..
4 113 1 100
1
1
8~111
10
. ...
½ 2
42
2 46
1
3
8 .••..••.

55
75
6
7
9
249

~

2
16
45
124
887 1,897
58
129
49
98
36

46
238
272
66
126
55
16
33
25

~lll.0,22
$317.46
1,054.56 ,
8,178.33. 9,278.38
2,372.35
2,854.81
911.93
900.98 '
1, 6?1. 87
54 2, .416.00
1,461.95
106 2,811.fi4
I, 841. 08
523 2,263.28
7, 534..:n
599 8,300.77
370.17
101 1,096.12
499.94
201 2,lll4.:J6
61
881.7'.:I
23 1, l{J8. 94
42 l, 939.92 1,022.06
274 1,816.76 1,870.28

--··49f97

NOTJ:.-Altorae County having been divided into three colilllties by legislative enactment, it could
not be compared, and does not appear in the above table of ''gains.''

SUMMARY O.F GAINS.
Total increase in number of districts... . ...................................................
48
Total inCTeaee in nomber of aohool-houlle8. ... • • . • .. . .. . ••••••.• •• • • •• • • • . . •• • . •• ... . . .. . • • .
40
Total morease fn number of schools ... • .. . • • • •• .. •• •• • . • . .• • •• • ••• • • . . • • . ... • • • • •• • . .. . . ••.
69
Total increase in nomber of 11cholara e11rolled • • • • • • .... • • • • • • • •• • •• • • • • .... • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• •
2, 225
Total increase in number of libraries........................................................
9
Total increase of num her of volumes in libraries.......................................... •
414
Total inc1 eaae in number of boys.... . .. . ...... • • • . • • .. .. • .. . •• .. • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • • . • • • • •
2, 006
Total inort!ase in number of girls... . • ....... _......... . •••••••••••• ....... ..............
J..-981
Total ln01'888e in nomber of children ofschool age •• . ... . • •• •• • • ............ . ... •• • • • •. • •••
4,877
Total increase of receipt.a ... . ..... . . ...................... ................................ $34,049.50
Total increase of expenditorea • •• . . .............................................. .. . . .. . . f21, 917. 38
Percenta&e of lnoreaae ofsohool children in Territory • . • • •• . • • • • • • • • . .. • • •• •• • • • • • • . • . . •• .
20l

The above are based on actual reports into which estimates are not allowed to Intrude. A ,.,, .... .. o ·school children is taken annually, and the above gain in the number of ecbool , bildren i , l•-.olot.ely correct.
In ,rd r r11 .1tin r, I ••PT •ttn i r · for comparison, Ipreeent the following table of stai t i· , I' p ttul
,m
ir
,f conni school supE>rintendent.e for school year ending
A

1 1:rn

'J. t

purpoee-, not 1tccoouted f01' fn the reeelpta.
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Table of atatiatiCB for sohool year contmencing September 1, 1887, ending Au{J'Ust 31, 1888.
~
Q

i

;e

1

al

g

,.cl
0

~ctl

ctl.
ctl

.... "oj ....
·o

Counties.

0
F-<

0

t
.0

a

t,.c1

.8

1

8

= lZi
lZi
Ada .............
Alturas .........
BearLake .......
Bingham .•.•••.
Boi86 ..•••••.••.
Ca!l8ia ..•.......

Custer .••.•••••
raho .••••••.••.
ootenai. ••••.•.
Latah
Lemhi . .•..••.•.
Nez Perce .......

38
40
15
26
15
24
10
20
7
46
9
12

Lo~ . ••••••••• •

Oneida .••..••...
Owyhee .••..••.
Shoshone ....••.
Washington .•••.

25
11
11
28

Total .•••• . 337

z=
49
25
14
30
16
25
9
22
6

30

26
4
22
16

19
7
12
6
41

54,

8 10

11

13

····0·

27

Ill

l

~
....0
Cl'")
.0
a
ctl

lZi=

1,710
1,559
686
1,076
361
867
·168
510

F-<

.0

a

120
11

. . ... .. .......

.... -·-·--·
... . .......
-·
··-- .......
····oor
...........
......
264 ... ·····-·-:~06 ... .... ""'. -.

254 365

10,433

12

'"'Cl)"'

o'tlc:<1
=H. :if~
8
di

lZi

1,178
1,286
910
l,107'
316
646
142
346
78
1,066
227
328

165
270
318

148
233
552

10,290

D, 704

u•• • • • • •

j
F-<

=

+a.

;<;:::
re,

·s0

Pt'

ai

P,
Cl)

F-<

1
0

8

$2!t, 775. 24

~

Cl)

M

l

8

2,668

-38, 049. 60

1,91.C
2,324

2,907.09
19, 11!3. 51
D, 273. 53
9,050.98
4,481.32
. 2,556.06
1,742.12
2,877.07
4,303.44
2,082.70
·6, 262. 22
(>, 925. 32
13, 337. 29

$27~497. 01
86,404.99
3,007.35
13,.882. 31
6,716.30
6; 998.57
8,499.35
3,130.63
2,068.51
1,845.63
3,328.66
1, 52S. 28
6,200.73
5, 332. 84
J, 440. 47

6,59U5

~886.6'

2,388

668
1,350
312
738
145
2,354
452
709

··i;us· "\"i4i'

.... .........
1,797

8 Q)

1,210
1,382
1,004
1,217
352
764
170
392
67
1,188 ·
225
381

300

1

$ al

=~p,,

801
565

1

-~~~

~

8 ti: Cl)
lZi

2
6

...

20

.0

lZi=

... .

're,

::.:I=
.gdl.
~'g ~

di

a

8
i:I
lZi

,!:i._,

0

t
.0

Cl)

1~

ctl"C

~~~

....p,0

....0

.8~

~IQ, ~IQ~ .8 rs
t=m }5: ~u
==Cl)

~

:§

9
23

13

8

F-<

1,133
214
218
693

13
10

Ill
Cl)

Ill
Cl)

-~

2,386
313

5031

870

19, 994

6, ~80. 61

4, 894. 27

,.., ,.., .. \ 1>8, 662.58

NoTB.-Eatimated number of children not enumerated, 8,000
INCREASE IN SCHOOL P.OPULATION,

The files of this office show that the population of .school age has been as follows:
Number
of school
children.

Year.

1870 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.

1875 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .
1876. •••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••• ••
1877 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

888
1,596
1,909
3,473
4,010
3,852
(*)
4,028

1878 ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••·

4.942

1871. ·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·
1872 . • ••• •••••••••••••••• •••••••••• ••• .
1873 .••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.

1874. ...•• ••.•••.••.....•..•••.•.•..••..

1879 .••.•••..•..•••.• .•.•...••.........

Year.

1880 ..•••••• •••·•••••• ................ .
1881 .••••• •••••••••••• " •••••••••.•••.
1888 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
1883.............................. ••• 1884 .••.••••.•••.•••••••••••••.••••••••
1885 .•••••••••••••.••.•••••.••••••••••

1886 .••••••••••• ··-··· •••••••• • • • •• • · •
1887.••••••••••••••••••••••. ••••••••••
181!8 •••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••••

Number
of school
children.
6 698
~193
9,650
10, 9S6
13,140
15,399
17,372
19,994.
24,071

4,855

* No complete report.
TEACHERS.

The teachers of Idaho are generally able and wide awake. The ma.jority take
pride in their profession, and devote their best ~nergies to the development- of the
young. I call to mind one principal in a railroad town who has organized a night
school for the benefit of those young ladies anrl gentlemen who are prevented from attending school during the day.
Our county superintend,ents are more strict now than -formerly iri teachers' exam·
inations, the notice now being that the uninformed need not apply. M.any of ou.r
mottt careful and pa~aking teachers1 however, have not had the advantages of
mormal school and mstitute instruction, and of course are in a great measure
igop1aut <ff the best and most improved methods of education. In time these ad vantages will be presented to them. For the present we are endeavoring to induce
them to subscribe for the best educational publications, and in this way h_ope to.
priliJg about a marked improv~ment.
INT 89-VOL
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The following is a tabular statement of the number of teachers now holding oertificates in each county:
County.

Number.

County.
.Ada, ••••.•••. ~· .•••••••••••••••••••••••.
.Altura.a ••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••

Bear Lake .•••.••..••...••.•••..••.•••.•.
Bingham .••.••••.• ~ ..••...•..••...•..••.
Boi.86 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •• ••••••

Cassia--································
Custef....•..•••..•.......•..••..•••.••.
Elmore ••••.•••..•.••••.•.••..••••••••••
Idaho ................................... .
Kootenai ••••.••••••..••.••••••••• -·~· •••

34

~

35
17

Number.

Latah ..•..•...• ,. ············~········

48

Oneida .•.•.•••..••.•.•.••...•••••.•••..

11
18
31
11

f~~i
::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Nez Perce •••••.•.••••••..•...•••..• .-.

13

2;7 ~:=~·::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::
Washington.·.••••••••..•••••...••..•••
24
9

Total •.•••..• .•••••.••.•••••••.•••.

n

25
---

388

-The highest wages (mo'nthty) paid are $150. The lowest, $24. Average montblfj
wages in the Territt>ry, $49. Longest term of school, nine months. Shortest, three
months. Average length, five ,and one-half months.
Under the law each district must hold three months of schMl eacli year or forfeit
its apportionment of the public-school-money. Teachers generally boa_!fl ,vtt-h f;tmilies conti~ous to the school. During the year the question arose whether Mormeait
were legally qualified ,to teach school. I decided th-at inasmuch as the law declan,cl
that no certificate should be granted to any person who is not kn.own to be a lawabiding citizen and of good moral character, it was the duty of the county sup~
tendent to reject any applicant who failed in the above particular, uotwithstandi.
the fact that the applicant had passed a satisfactory examirra.tion; that all persona
who indulged in practices prohibited by law, or who belong ~' or aid, support,, fMI
assist-in the support of, or encourage any order, organization, or association thatiieaohtill
such practices so prohibited by law, or who teach, counsel, or advise any per~n to
belon~ to such an ordtlr or organization, were not law-aQidin~ citizens wi~hin the
mearung of the law, and could not be allowed to te'ach in the public schools or draw
po blic money.
TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES.

No person is permitted to.teach in the public schools unless such person has a Tertf.
torial or county certificate.
County certificates are of two grades-first and second. Branches required for a
county oertmcate are: Orthography, reading, penmanship, arithmetic, grammal\
mod~m geography, history of the ·United States, pl)ysiology and hygiene, and bookkeepmg.
A first grade, valid in the county for twoyea~s, is granted to those who answer correctly not less than 75 per c~nt. of the qaest10ns asked in any one branch, and not
less than 90 per cent. of the general average. Second grade, valid for one year1 not
Iese than 50 per cent. in any one branch, and not less than 75 per cent. gener~ av·
erage.
Totalnnmberofmale reaohere holding first-grade certificates·····················~···············
Total number of female teachers hol~fug first-grade cert~oates .••••••••••••••.•••.••••. ••.•••••..
Total number of male teachers boldmg second-grade certiflcat;es .••••••. ·-····· ..• . •.••.• .... •••.
Total nnm btlr of female teachers .holding second.grade certi1loates .•••.•••••••• o r• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Total number of male teachers . ••.••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••• ., ................................
Total number of female teachers .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• . •••••••

9'

l!-1
19

112
l'r.J

215

TERRITORIAL CERTil'ICATES,

During the year I have granted three Territorial certificates. Total nnmber now
out, twenty-seven. They are valid for five years and entitle the holders to teach in
any county in the Territory. The branches required for a Territorial certificate are:
Written arithmetic, United State& history, reading and elocution, English grammar
common and physical geography, geology, physiology, natural philosophyt algebra.
plane geom.try, general hlirt.ory,.political economy, civil government, and t.ne theory
and art of education.
TEMPERANCE.

TERRITORY OF IDAHO.
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SCHOOL BOOJrS,

A &eries of text-books having been once ad?pt_ed by the board of C(?unty commissioners and Qounty superintendent, must remam m use and are not subJec~ to change
f.or four years. No two counties in the Terr.i.tol'y have the sa,me ~o?ks m use, and
some are using inferior works for the reason that the eoun_ty comm1ss10ners were not
qualified to make such' selections. It woul~ be m nch be~ter if we had. the same provision now in operation in many of the St~tes-of one umversa,I Sfstem ,for the whoJe
Ttirritory. A Territorial board of education could sele~t the ser1~8 after careful examination of all books offered, and thus secure to all of the·counties the advantages
of the latest and best text-books. This, however, is not the place to enlarge upon
such an opinion.
BOISE CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT,

Through the kindness of Hon. Charles Himrod -11,~d Joseph_Perraulp, clerk ~f t!1e •
boa.rd of trustees, I am enabled to presentthe followmg stat1st1cs relative tQ.. sa.1d district:
Number of schools .................................... , ................ , ................... ·
Number of scholars enrolled.......... . . .. • • .. .. . • • . • • • • . .. .. • • .. • . .. .. . .. • .. • • .. • •.. ... • • • •

6~

~~~blrofvolumes .........................................'...... : ..... :..................
Length of school during the year-mont"'.bs .................._.... ··---· ..................... ~
Number of bo;ys of school age..............................................................
Number of girls of school age..............................................................
Total number of children of-school age .• .. .. . .. . .• . .. • . ... .. • . . .. .. • .. . .. . .......... , . .. .

800
9
360
362
722

~:~~1Jrt~~~~: :: :::::::: ::::::: :::: :: ::: ::::::::::::::::::: ::::::: :::::::::::: ::::: ::::::::: Z}g:
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Names of teachers employed during year: J. W. Daµiels, A. M., J_>rincipal; Miss
T. 0. Gustison, Miss Truax, Miss Lomax, Miss Jennie Gusti.Bon, Miss Grant, Miss
Simpson, Miss Bredehoft', Miss Bibbins, M!ss Glew, Miss Julia Capwell.
This school district was organized under a specia;l charter granted by the Territorial legislature, and is entirely independent of school officers, both Territorial and
county, The board of trustees, at present consisting of Richard Z. JohDaon, C. W.
Moore, Joseph Perrault, Charles Himrod, John Lemp, and William H. Nye, have full
power to examine teachers as to their qua\j.fica-tions, employ and discharge at· will,
disburse moneys, and transact all business necessary for the maintena,nce of public
schools in said district. In addition to the amount of the county apportionment, a
considerable revenue is derived from special district taxes.
The school is graded and consists of high school, academic, grammar, intermediate,
and primary d-epartments.
Great care and attention is taken to make this educational institution one of unusual excellence, and it reflects great credit upon the people of Boise ·City.
Observant and energetic boards of trustees, intelligent and painstaking corps of
teachers, and excellent discipline have placed this high school up in scale of excellent
public schools, and have evoked for it universal admiration.
The following is a list of the text-books now adopted "B,Dd in use in these city
schools:
Appleton's and Barnes's readers, Watson's spellers, Spencerian writing, Barnes's
geographies, Swinton's language and grammar, Tuft's music, Smart's calisthenics,
Pran,'sdrawi ngs, Davies'sarithmetics, geometry (Legendre) and trigonometry, Hutchinson sand Smith's physiologies, Bryant & Stratton's book-keeping, Quacken bos's natural philosophy, Geike's geology, Gray's botany, Daniel's diagrams,English analysis,
Huxley's political economy, Davies's algebras (Bourdon and elementary), Allen's
civil government and moral philosophy, Harkness's Latin, Craik's English literature, and Quackenbos's United States and general histories.
·
DISTURBANCES.

In the southern counties, commonly known as the.Mormon counties, there is a decided opposition to the public school eystem manifested by members of the organization known as" The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints," or Mormons.
This sect, dominating the 1:10uls, minds, and actions of its devotees, has used and is
still using its influence against the successful operation of the school laws. Many
Mormons refuse to send their children to school unless the teacher is of the same
faith .. Every _Mormon from childhood up is a teacher, compelled to teach their
peculiar ~o~tnne1:1 to all who will hsten, especially to those under him. This being
the case, it !B no wonder that "GentHes" refuse to allow their children to be placed
nnd~r such rnfluenccs. Thus the public school is between two fires, but is gradually
getting out,, The strong hand of the law is too powerful for such a state of affairs to
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last long, and soon the cause of free education will shed its light in the dark paths of
intolerance and priestcraft. The school offlc~es are' gradualfy getting into the control of the "Gentiles, " and th~ result iu. each district is an awakening of-educational interest.
An act was passed at the last session of the legislatnte compelling all who withdrew from such an organization to declare their intentions .before the clerk of the
district court, and they can not vote until two years have elapsed thereafter. This
is made applicable to aU elections.
SCHOOL-HOUSES.

During the school year ending August 31, 1889, it has been nry gratifying to observe the awakened interest regarding the building of new and commodious~hool•
houses. As will be seen in an accompanying table, there has been an i ncreas& of
thirty-five schow.-houses, and they, for the most part, have been erected ·on sites the
title of which is vested in -the district. There seems to be a growing desire for the
• districts to own the realty. A great many districts have erected their school-h&uaefl
on Government land, from which it can be and is often moved at the whim of the
board of trustees. When, however, the district owns the land, t_he building is an•
chored, so to speak, and the grounds become the subject of ornamentation and decoration. Thousands of trees were planted with intel'esting ceremonies on Arbor Day,
which tn a few years will beautify and adorn these temples of edacation. The law
provides that whenever a majority so decides, the board of trustees may submit to
the resident freeholders, or beads of families of the district, the question whether the
district shall issue bonds for the erection of a school-house, to a certain amount not
to exceed 4 per cent. of the taxable property of the district. The bonds bear interest
not to exceed 8 per cent. per annum. It requires two-thirds of the votes cast at such
election in order to vote these bonds. I concur with Hon. S. W. Moody, my able
predecessor in office, in his views in 1888 that the property qualification shontd be
abro~ated. In this new country, many of oar enterprising and intelligent citizeJJi
are bving on claims not yet patented, and hence, not being freeholders, cau not vote,
thus often leaving the election to depend upon the decision of wealthy resident~, who
refuse to tax their own property. In this free land of America every man should be
allowed to cast his vote untrammeled, for although he may be poor to-day, he- may,
as is often the case in the "Golden We.st," be rich as Craums to-morrow. This.provision was inserted for the purpose of protecting wealth and capital against the rapacious demands of destitute oiitizens, notwithstanding the fact that these deman~
could be only made for the benefit of education, in providing school children with a
comfortable and com.modions school-house. Wealth can always protect itself, bat;
education and the schools often need the poor citizen to protect them against wealth.
As a l'ole, oar wealthy citizens, much to their credit, are very liberal to the schoo)f
and furnish not only money bot personal efforts to make the school system a success.
Many of our districts are poor and,_not possessing sufficient taxable J!roperty, most
forego the lo:xnry of a school-house. In some counties there is a decided opposition
to tlie public schools, unless they are in control of the religions denomination wbioll
is most numerous. Many school-houses are erected by popular subscriptions,
are used alike for school and religious purposes. In many districts the buildings
owned by religions organizations and are rented by the district. In Bear La
Co1:1nty, twelve out of tbe fifteen districts rent buildings from the peculiar sect there
prevalent and dominating. Five are thus rented in Oneida County. Under such circumstances the power of the cbtrrch is thrown against the erection of public scheelbo~aee, and the course of public etiucation is trampled under the foot of religions fanaticism.
With the patenting and improvement of settlers' oJaims and the attendant increlMII
of wealth the condition of education improves, and ere long we hope to see the raJW
of education and enlightenment darting from the windows of large and comfortablf:
sohool-holl888 in each and every district.

!

IMPROVEMENTS,

Probably the moef substantial and beautifnJ educational structure in Idaho is sir
uated at Boise City; being the property of an independent district. Hailey and Bellevue are not far behind. Lewiston and Moscow poasesa large three-story frame
buildings, endowed with all of the latest improvement.&. Beautiful and creditablt
sohool-tionaes have been erected at Caldwell, Shoshone, Idaho City, Ketcham, Pet
tel10, B n foor, Eagle Rook, Salmon City, Genesee, and Albion. Elegrnt baildhlg8
are n_nder 1r • " of construction at Rathdrum, Weiser Citf, and other points. Mao.
~1 I 1 ·
t
_ddrn
the a • globes, physiological and h1st.orical charts, geograpk
1r I m
•·tun 11• , and other appliances. I found every school in Shoeh•
Vo, a
equipped wiUl the above-named articles.
!;

889

TERRITORY OF IDAHO.

The estimated value of improvements made during the year is not far from $65,000,
which, added to $279,500, tlie value of .sc'!iool .Property in 1888; ~nables a total valn•
ation of buildings, school-sites, and bmldmgs m process of erection, of $344, 500.

Statement of towns owning creditable sohool-hou.ses, with cost ·of same.
Town.

County.

Cost.

Town.

~unty.

Boi~ City • • • • • • • • • •
Railey...... • • • • • • • .
Lewiston ••••••••••.
Belleville .•••••••••.
Shoshone • • • • • • • • • • •
Ketohum • •• • • • • • • • •

Ada .....•..•.. , ..
Alturas •••••••••.
Nez Perces ••••••.
Logan ..•.••••••• ,
Logan .••••••••••.
Altaras ••••••.••.

$60,000
~5, 000
10,000
8,000
8,000
8,000

WeiserCity •.••••.
Caldwell ..•...••••.
Coeur d'Alene • • • • .
Moscow .••.•••. -~ .
Rathdrum •• : • • • • • .
Emmett • • • • •• • • • • .

Washington ••••••
Ada •••••••••••••.
Kootenai .•••••••.
Latah .•••••••••••
Kootenai •••••••••
Ada. .•••••••••••••

Cost.
$8,000
7,000
6.000
12,000
8,000
4,000

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

There is a compulsory scho<!l ta": upon our st-atut~-books which r~q~ires the parents or guardians to send their children to a pnbbc school for a period of twelve.
weeks in each school year, at least eight of which must be consecut!ve, or suffer a
penalt,y.
The l.11,w, excellent in intention al)d beautiful in theory, leaves so many loop-holes
that even the children can crawl through them; hence it is inoperative. A good,
sound, praoti~able compulsory education law is needed here, as in every other State
or Te:rr.1.tory.
INDEPENDENT DISTRICTS,

The following schools have been created by special enactment, and operate n~w
under legislative charters: Boise City, independent district (noted elsewhere);- Lewiston, indP.pendent district, in Nez Perce County, has an enrollment of 289, with a
proportional attendance of 90 per cent. The estimated cost of its school building is
$10,000, The school is noted for its excellent ·educational facilities and _t~e attainments of its graduates. Prof. J. Q. Moxley is the district school superintendent.
Since the creation af the above.named school a general law for the establishment of
independent districts was enacted by the legislature, with a view of providing better
educational facilities for special localities. Any school districi which has within its limits taxable property of the amount of $200,000 or over may be orga-nized into an
independent acbool district. It then bas power to sue and be sued, to have a corporate seal, to hold and convey sµch real and personal property only as is needed for
actual school purposes, and to choose such officers as are provided by law. The board
oftrnstees have complete control within the powers delegated to them by law.
Schools organized 1rnder this law are situated at Moscow, Latah County, and Emmett, Ada County. They are both educational institutions of unusual merit, and the
districts own large and substantial buildings.
GRADED SCHOOLS.

The independent district schools at Boise City, Lewiston, Moscow, and Emmett are ·
graded, and, in addition thereto, the following common schools are divided into two
or more grades: Hailey, Ketchum, Bellevue, Shoshone, Caldwell, Weiser Ci_ty, Montpelier, Blackfoot, Silver City, Idaho City, A.lbion1 and Payette. Several Qf the above
possess four and five grades, and are excellent schools.
INSTITUTES.

The county superintendents, in counties containing ten or more districts, are
authorized to bold, annually, a teachers' institute, which must continue in session
not Iese than two nor more than five days. The county pays the expenses.
It. is made the duty of teachers to attend these county institutes, and during the
session of the same all schools in the county must be closed. Much good is derived
fro~ th~se ann?al meetin~s, where teachers exchange ideas 'and opinions, give and
~e1ve 1~1tmct1on, and umt~ themselves more closely in the grand cause of education. It 1s custom!lry for e~ment people t,o lecture, usually at t-he evening .sessions,
to which the pubho are umversally att,racted. These lectures, with music, vocal
and instr~mental, make up very inter~sting programmes, and it would astonish our
eastern friends to know how much enJoyment the wild westerners get out of the an-
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nual teachers' institute. Large and enthusiastic institutes' were held at Mosoow
Lewiston during August last, and were productive of much good. M$ny teaclteft
and educational patrons were in attendance from the adjoining-State of W:rshin~
Several other counties will hold intitutes during tlre autumn and early winter. •
The necessity for these educational 111eetings or reuni_ons is so apparent that-it bas
been suggested to me that a teachers' convention should be held somewhere in Idaho.
The sugfestion was so pertinent to the situation that I have about decided to hold a
teachers convention for Northern Idaho at Coeur d'Alene City, qn the shores of the
beautiful lake C'o eur d',Alene, some time next summer. There is no more beautiful
resort anywhere in the Northwest, and with Ji.beral raih;oad rates there is no reason
why a conYention should not be weU attended, not only f>y teachers, but by ~be ltblic generally. Several "'minent gentlemen have already signified their wiJlingneil to
deliver lectures during the l!lession, and to assist in making the convention a succesa.
A similar convention for Southern Ida.ho will be held also next summer at some :n,,
sort yet t,o be selected.
UNIVERSITY.

An\act was passed by the legislature of Idaho January 30, 1889,-providing for the
establishment of "The University of Idaho," and locating it at Moscow, Latah
County. The government of tbe university is vested in a board of regents; donsi9""
ing of nine members, of which Hon. Willis Sweet is president and D. H. B. Blake
secretary.
The object of this university is to provide the means of acquiring a thoro~
knowledge of the various ~ranches of learning connected with scientific, ind ust:riil..
and profe&J-ional pursuits, and to this end it shall consist of the following colle- or
departments: College of arts, college of letters, and the professional or other eolle~es or departments as may from time to time be added thereto or connected therewith. --The sum of $15,000 was appropriated out of the Territorial treasury to commence operations.
Several meetings of the board of regents have been held, and they are awake to
the requirements and responsibilities of the undertaking entrusted to their care. A
beautiful site, consisting of twenty. acres, has been selected and purchased. This
site is situated about 1 mile from the town of Moscow, a beautiful and growi!ll
little city, on the slope of a hill facing the town, beyond which can be seen the
broad and fertile valley of the Potlatch and the towering peaks of the Bitter Root
Mountains. Two avenues will be constructed from the city to the university/thus
affording easy access. Upon that fertile land vegetation makes rapid growtn• and
ere long the college campus will be embowered with leafy branches. Active operations will soon be commenced for the establishment of an educational institutioa
which will be not only the pride of Moscow but of the whole ofldaho.
SCHOOL LANDS.

Under section 1946 of the Revised .Statutes of the United States sections 16 and 36
in each t.ownship are reserved for the purpose of being a.ppliAd to the publie, schoo1fn Idaho. This makes 1,240 acres in each township. These lands are not availabJe
now but are reserved until the Territory shall be admitted to statehood. Some of
the lands are very valuable, bein~ ~ontiguons to large and prosperous settlemenli!ii
They bespeak an exceedingly bright future for the public.school system of Idaho.
The following table of ttnrveyed lands and school lands in Idaho Territ.ory is compiled from the latest official records of the General Land Office and other souroee,
and is as near absolutely correct as .an be made at the present time. Estimatk)Ja
has not been made use of, and fractional townships were not computed excep•
where it could be done correctly; hence the totals will be considerably smaller,
if anything, than the actual number. The sectionized townships generally lie in fer·
tile distriot.ll, thus making those school lands very valuable. The remaining town·
1hips, not aeotionizedi comprise timber, Dlineral, and grazing lands, and lands not
now subject to irrigat on, bot all of which we hope will soon be under the beueilceil
inftnence of water, which will make them exiremely fertile. The table, howevQ?,
shows only a small portion of the toW number of acres in Idaho, as very little of the
1'erritory baa been aurveyed.
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Table of pu.blic lands in. Idaho showing, total number of aores in tow"fships _no1!l laid off,
and also the num't,er of acres of publio lands and also school lands. in sect-wnizeii town·
ships.
ai~
Alo

.s.a i .

. ~ t-Sal
=
....... bL
~~-§ ==~~=
=i..El:P ~ ~ i:1

~~,d
bl)~

Counties.

0~

Q-;)

QQ

o.:U

~

Ada ..•.••.•...•.•.•••..•••.•••..••••••.
Alturas ..............................•.

Bear Lake •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Bingham •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Boie6 . ..................................

Cassia . ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Custer" ••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••.
Elmore
Idaho .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Kootenai • ... . ..... ...
Latah ..................................
Lemhi

71

28
20
159
27
71

...... 0...-4

0 ....

E-l

Q '
Q;)

Q aQ

--.:

~:::

~8

oi

HaQ

• 960
23,040
20,480
25,600
28,160
78,080
29,440
52,480
102,400
8,960
58,880

970,440

....... ................. . --- ...........

t~t~~rc"e"; :: : : :: : : : : :: : : : :::::: ::: : ::: :
Oneida .................................
Washington ............................

46

Total ........................ ·····

758

17,464,320

42
18
16
20

7

0

.,Q aQ

~~~0

·u~
,.c::jO'l

§~

t·'"'~
0~-~ t
:Js =g....

cgaQ,t:,·.-<i:i,
aQ
ai

-<

-<I

~

~a,O'l
.~.e,
:p

~

't:/2

90,880
35,840
25,000
203,520
34,560
98,560

22
61
23
41
80

~;;rat~:e ·:: :::: :: :::: ::::::::::::::::::

aQ"l:l
a,=
S..c,J

l, 635,840
645,120
460, 89D
3,663,360
622,080
1,774,080

967,680
414,720
368,640
460,800
506,880
1,405,440
529,920
944,640
1,843,200
161,280
1,059,840

······ ·----· ......

'e> oi

~ A...,

15,::1·~~

898,660
414, 7'20
437,760
2,465,280
46,080
1,382,400
....... _____ .........
629,920
23
345,600
15
276,480
12
414,720
18
253,440
11
737,280
32
506,880
22
737,280
32
1,036,800
45
138,240
6
21 ~ 483,040
39
18
19
107
4
60

484

11,104,480

;l

=.s

·--1

~lb

Q

~aQ

49,920
23,040
24,320
136,.960
5,120
76,800
~.440
19,200
15,360
23,040
14,040
40,960
28,160
40,060
56,600
7,680
26,880
618,480

* Lands not surveyed.
Non.-There are included in the above 1,175,040 acres cf land now situated in Indian reservations,
but which we boJ>e will ere long be added to the list"'of marketable lands. The total number of acres
of _public land includes ecli.ool, university, and all other granttJ. School lands are set apart in -another
cofumn.
SUMMARY.
Total number of acres of school lands (under section 1946) in .all townships •••••••••••••••••••• 970,240
Total number of acres of school lands in.townships sectionized ................................ 632, 320

This leaves a balanc:ie of 337,920 acres in townships now laid
ized.

oft', ·but not se tion-

UNIVERSITY LANDS.

Under the aot of Congress approved February 18, 1881, entitled "An aot to grant lands
to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming for university purposes," this
Territory is entitled to 72 sections, or 46,080 acres.
The :first Aelecting a~ent under this act was Hon. James L. Onderdonk, wh0-deeignatedanumberof sect1ons,whicb were accordingly withdrawn. Hon. Silas W. Moody,
bis successor, resigned the positio:u February 2,. 1889, after designating nea.rly all of
the lands remaining, and I was appointed Februarv 28, 1889.
Under instructions of the Genera.I Land Office, these land's were selected, as far
as po88ible, in entir~ sections. Many 8'eotions are very valua.ble, some of which,
located in Latah County, I have been informed,. are now worth $40 per acre. .At $10
per acre, the minimum price, they would }>ring in a revenuo of $460~800, which
princely sum would endow the ''University of Idaho'' as very few young educational
institutions are endowed, and enable it to offer to ou:r youth the advantages of every
profession. These lands are not available while Idaho remains under a Territorial
form of government, but become the property of the new State when admitted.
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The following is a list of the- selections ma.de up to the present time:
Selections made at Oxford land otfioo, Idaho Territor11,
Section.

Tracts.

Town- Range.
ship.

A.ores.

Remark&

15
22
<J:l
28
32

N. ! N_",i, SW.¼ and SE.¼.

N. -fand SW.¼ ..........

-

;:: /:::: :: ::::::: ::::: :::
Totalacrtts .•••.••.

24

20 N.

20 N.
20
20
21
3

35
3
19
5
29
.5
30 ,, 5
34
5
21
9
11 16
13 16
28 10
19 15
24, 16
25 16
26 16
35 16
6 13

N.
N.
N.
N.

N.
N.
N.
N.

N.

s.
s.
s.
8.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.

23
23
23
23
22
38
38
38
38
38
38
42
24
24'
24
25
25
25

E.
E.

640

E.
E.
E.

640
560

E.

E.
E.
E.
E.

E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.

E.
25_ E.
25 E.
43 E.

29
32

12
12

s.
s.

44 E.
44 E.

15
22
22

14
14

11

s.
s.
s.

43 E.
43 E.

43

E.

--·--··· ..... . . -..... ........

640
640

640

j .,

Canceled as t.o the S. l SW.
letter t.o re_gister and receiver 111111
11, 1887.

640

-

635.46
480
636. 78
640
640
6-10
640
5-78. 40
635. 34
640
640

640

640
734.40

40
640

320

Lot 1 and ~E. ¼of NE. ¼covered by

r·

homesteKd 1410, and allowed to
stand
letter t.o register and receiver uly 2, 1886.
lofSW.
oeo. 29 and w. I NW.I
sec.
32 covered by homest-ead •
try 660 of George Rawle~=
ary 12, 1883. Homestead
to stand. (See letter to reg~
and receiver July 2, 1886.)

"J;

320

640
15, ISO.SO -

Selections made at Lewistcm land office, Idaho Terri"tory.
Section.

Section.
9 .•••••••••••••••••••••.•.•.. 40 N.
12 ••••••.••..• ................ 39 N,

9 .••••••••••••• .-............. 38N.
27 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 38N.
11...... •.•••••••••• ••••••... 89 N.

5,W.
4 W.
1 W.
1 W.
2 W.

14 .•.••.•••..•.••••••••••..••. 39N. 3 W.
21 ............................ 41 N. 'W.
22 .••••• •••••••••••..••••..••. 34 N. 5 W.

25 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 33 N.
35 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 42 N.
,s .•.... ........••••.......... 33 N.
2' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 41 N.
28............................ 43'1!

5 W.

.J W.

4 W.
5 W.

5W.

640
640
640

640
640

640
640
640
640
64-0
640
640
640

29. •• ••• •••• ••• ••• ••••••• •• •. 31 N. 5 E.
9 ........................... 83 bl. 5 E.
33 ........................... 33 N. 5 :B.
22.. ••• ••• ••••••• ••• •• •••• •• • 81 N. , :B.
8'... •• • •• . • . . • . . . . • . . ••• • • • . 29 N. 2 B.
85 • • • .. .. • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 29 N. 2 E.
26. •• • . .. •• • • • • •• • • • • •• • • • • • • 51 N. 6 W,
24...... ••••••••••••••••• ••• . 53 N. a W.
82 ........................... 53 N. a W.
28. ..... •••••• ••• • ••••••• ••. • 51 N. 4 W.
28...... ••••••• ....... •• ••• • . 152 N. 4 W,

640
644>
640
6'0
640
640
640

640
640
640

640

Total aciree •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• - 15- 3eO
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Seltoted at United States land offioe at Boise City; Idaho.
Section.

Tracts.

!rr~-~·_: :: ::: ::: : : : : : : ::~:;

NE. :l and B. 6 of ................................ ·

Allof" ..........................................
!R
~f .fractional ............................... ·:

~¼~l·of ....................................... ..
Lot 1 of ......................................... .
Lot 2 of ........................................ ..
S.t of ........................................ · ...

tr :L::::
:::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::
of........................................... .
.All
.Allot........................................... .

!J
or:::::::::::::::::::::::·::::::::::::::::::::
.All of........................................... .
.All of .......................................... ..
.All of ........................................... .
.Allof· ......................................... ..
.All of ................................. -......... .
All of ........................................... .
.All of .•••••••••••• ao••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.All of .......................................... .

•

25
26
27
28
84
85
15
35
11
11
11
11
17
19
20
21
22
23
29
84
29
32
8
10
21
25
32

Township.

Range.

3N ...........
3N ...........
BN ...........
3N ...........
3N ...........
BN ...........
8 N . ,. .. • • .....
8 N • • • • • .. .. •
3N ...........
3N ...........
3N ...........
13 N ...........
3N ...........
3.N...........
3N ...........
3N ...........
3N ...........
3 N •••,. • • • . .. .
3 N ...... ~ .. ~.
3N ...........
5N ...........
7N ...........
5N ...........
7 N .••••.• _ ...
7N ...........
7N •••••• , ....
7 N ...........

1E .•••••••••.
lE .......... .
lE ... - ...... .
lE .......... .
lE .......... .
lE .......... .
5 W .......... .
5 W .......... .
5W .......... .
5W .•••••..•..
5W ......... ..
5W ......... ..
1W.......... ,
lW .......... .
l·W .......... .
1 W .......... .
1W .......... .
1 W •••••••••••

.Acres.
480. 00
480. 00
640. 00
320. 00
640.00
Gi0.00
558. 80
-640. 00
320.0il"
160.00
39.07
35.50
320.00
320 00
640.00
. 640.00
640. DO
320.00
640.00
640. 00
640.00
640.00

1·,V .......... .
lW .......... .
1.E- .......... .
lE ......... ..
4W ......... ..
4 W .......... .
4W ........... .
4W.......... ..
4 W .......... .

6-HI.OO

640.00
640. 00
640.00
640,00

SUMMARY.

!~~~t::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~=::::: :::::::::::::::::::-::::::::~::::::: ii: i!:ii
Total acres .............................................................................

'4. 173. 75

There yet remain to be selected 1,906.25 acres, and also. the eq~ivalen.t of selec,..
tions canceled by order of the General Land Office. These selections will be made
within the next two months.
CONCLUSION.

This report has been extended be·yond my original intention, for the reason that I
have endeavored to answer in this way the many inquh·ies that are continually made
of all Territorial departments concerning educational matters.
To all who wish to settle in Idaho I can say, unhesitatingly, that we can offer as good educational advantages as can be found in any young community, and whichare continually improving utl.der the good care of our citizens and the patronage of
the General Government. Witb Statehood, the educational future in Idaho will be
a glorious one.
Very respectfully, your ebedient servant,
CHARLES

His Excellency

GEORGE

e.

STEVENSON,

Superintenilent of PubUo InBtruotion for Idaho Territory.
L. SHOUP,
Governor of Idaho.

BOISE OITY INDEPENDENT SOHOOL DISTRIOT.

This school is under the able management of Prof. J. W. Daniels, and
is in a :flourishing condition. The building is one of .the finest struct·
ores in the Territory. The building and grounds cover a full square.
REPORT. ,

~IR: C?nsonant with your wishes, a~ expressed to me by the board of directors of
t,his d1stnct, I have the honor to submit the following report of the condition of the
scbools under my supervision :
·
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The pupils of this city aU,assemble in one -<a,ntral school bui,lcling. The latter is of
four stories, including basement, ornate in the character of both material and workmanship, and of capacity for sixteen large rooms, twelve of which are fnrnfsbed and
occupied for school purposes., The building is conceded to be one of the finest in the
West, and, with its furnishings and apparatus, cost nearly $100,000.
- In the school district there are nearly 800 youths between the ages offi.ve and twenty-one years. Of these, between 600 and 700 attend school more or l~ss darlog the
school year.
The series of schools consist of thirteen different frades, viz: Three primari~ three
intermediate, three grammar, and four high-achoo grades, vi~, juniors, middle elaae,
senior midd:leJ and seniors. The latter speild four years in the high school, at the end
of whiQh time they are graduated,. and receive the usual testimony in the form of a
diploma.
·.
The schools are presided over by eleven teachers-a principal and ten associat&
The directors aim to employ only experienced instruotors, preference al ways being
given to graduates of colleg!'s and normal schools. The present corps pf instructors
and their daily work in the school-room will compare favorably with that of similu
schools throughout the country.
The discipline in ,the schools is kind but firm-all movements offagress and egress
being semi-martial in characteri accompanied h-y a drum :played by one of the ~upil,.
The sexes occupy different p ay-grounds on opposite sides of the school bmldi-a
but reoite together in the different branches of study ib all the grades.
The teachers are heW to a strict accountability for discipline in their rooms, their
own conduct in the presence of pupils, and prompt attendance to duty.
No tardiness is allowed under any circum8'.ances; a warning and a final beJl is
run~, at the end of which every pupil must be in his or her seat. Teachers are required to report themselves to the principal, if they are tardy~at their posts of duty,
and are required to be at their rooms twenty minutes prior.to opening schools.
The follo~ing are the branches pursued in our schools, including every grade:
Orthography, language, music, drawing, calisthenics, numbers, geography, reading,
arithmetic (me~tal and written), grammar, Constit· ,tion of the United States, spelling
(phonetic as well as alphabetic), history United States, physiology anci hygiene,
general history, natural philosophy, book-keeping, algebra (elementary and B~
don), geometry (plane, solid, spherical), trigonometry:, civil government, English.lft1
erature, political economy, geology, chemistry, botany, astronomy, natural histo~
rhetol'ic, moral philosophy, composition, recitation and declamation, as well as nmsia.
and reading.
It was intended originally to fit pupils for college in the classics as well as in the
English and scientifi<1 courses, but the Latin and Greek have been thrown out of the
course of study.
.
The following will exhibit the cost o.f maintaining the school for one school rear,
for w.hich e:xhioit I am indebted to Hon. Charles Himrod, past clerk of board of drreetors.
In conclusion of this hastily written report I have the honor to inclose for your in•
spection specimen examination papers in various branches in the high school, and fio
cordially and urgently invite your-excellency to visit the departments-and persona}bt
inspect the system and methods pursued and results obtained iu the schools under
my supervision.
Your obedient servant,
J. W. DANIELS,
Pmcipal Sclwol&i
To His Excellency GEORGE L. SHOUP,
GOtJernor <if ldako.

Hon. O. C. Stevenson, Territorial superintendent, gives a very complete notice of this district in his annual report. The foregoing report;
however, contains valuable information not contained in the superintendent's.
"5ANCIAL STATEME:sT1 SEPTEMBER

1, 1888, TO

SEPTEMBER

1, 1889.

&Mpta.
Cuh on hand September 1, 1888 •••••••••••••• -----· •••••••••••••• ···-··
Caeh from county taxes ______ •••••••••••• ·-···· •••••••••••••••••• ···-··
Cub from district taxe&.-- ••••• ···-·· •••••• ·----· ••••• ____ ···-·· ••••••.
Caab from tnirion and other sources ..•••. ____ •••• ·-···· •••••••••• ···--·
Ca

I

I

V,UII'

cl h. treMUrer •••••• ·-----. ---· •••••••••••••• ··-··· ··--··

t l. ...

. •...••••. ·----- -----· •.••.. ·----- ••••••...••••. -----·

'441.28

3, 77(.Z/
9,954.93
214. 75
1,133.'

15,614. '
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Expenditu'le,.

g:t

Teachers' and janitor's salaries .••••• ·'-·········-.-~---·················· $9,
~~
Rep~irs and furniture ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••
Apparatus ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••
· 75. 00
Contingent expenses .••••••••••••.••••••••••• -···-· •••••••••••••••••• •• 1,009. 35
Redemption of bonds ............................... - ••••••••••••• --•• - • - ~. 600. 00
Interest on outstanding bonds .•••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• __2_.6_5_o._o_o
'J.'otal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -· •••• -· ••,.,-- .•• .,. •• • •• •• •• ·-~

15,514.62

Course of study-high, school.
Term.

Junior.

Middle B.

Middle.A.,

-

Senior.

Fall•. •.. . Arithmetic, Englisb Alp;ebra, · natural G~ometry, English Trigonometry, .geolliterature, -c 1 v il
philosophy, rhetogy, natural hisanalysiR, book·
keeping, physiol•
oric, book-keeping.
government.
tory, chemistry.;
_.. og;I0 Latin reader._ ..•... do .••••.••..•... Geometry, general Trip;onometry, geolWinter ..
ogy, political econhistory, natural
omy, chemistry.
philosophy.
Spring . . . Algebra, book-Ii:eep- Geometry, Enp;llsli .••. do •••••••••••••••. Trigonometry, asliterature, o iv H
tronom:;:, botany,
ing, rtietorio.
government.
graduation part.
Bll,etorlcals, drp,wing, music, calisthenics, writing, by all.

LABOR.

There are but few new features to report on this subject, the supply
keeping nearly even pace with demand. Laborers of all classes find
ready employment in the mines, logging and wood camps, teamirrg,
farming, and other industries.
·
The average miner is paid $3 to $3.50 per day; the more skillful
miners are paid $4 to $5 per.day; mill and smelting hands are paid $3
to $4 per day; loggers, wood-choppers, and saw-mill hands are paid $2
to $3.50 per day; mechanics and skilled labor, $4 to $6 per day; teamsters, $40 to $60 per month and board; laborers, $30 to $50 per month
and board; farm hands, $30 to $45 per month and board; teachers,
'40 to $100 per month; clerks and book-keepers, $50 to $150 per
month. There is a scarcity of female servants-, who would get ready
employment at $20 to $30 per month.
The mining population is nearly evenly divided between .Americans
and men of foreign birth. The majority of foreigners are natives of
Wales, Ireland, England, France, Norway, Sweden, ana. Germany.
The majority of farm hands are of American birth, all of the States
being represerrood, with a large percentage from the Middle and Western States. In some sections there is a considerable number of Germans,
Swedes, and Norwegians, with a very few from other foreign natlons,
employed. Idaho has as intelligent a class of laborers as are found in
any part of the United States. There has been no collision between
ca,pital and labor reported during the past year. The Ohinese are
rapidily leaving the Territory, being seldom employed, except as cooks
and laundrymen. The majority of those remaining in the Territory,
work low-grade placer mines purchased from white men.
Our farmers are intelligent and prosperous, the majority being
.Americans. Their homes are surrounded with greater comforts than
usually found in new countries. They are industrious, happy, and cQntented. What is said of the farmer, may be said of all other classes of
citizens of the Territory. Intelligence, ·good morals, and good society
are notable as the priucipal features of the people of Idaho.
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I have been of the opinion for .many years that the better way tio.oivilize and make the Indians self-sustaining would be by allotting·to them
their lands in severalty, and- require them to occupy and cultivate the
lands- thus allotted. This, perhaps, would be no easy task at first, bot
with a patient, competent, and zealous agent substantial advancement
would be made each year.
While Indians remain in their lodges, clustered. together in camps or
"Villages, little, if any, progress can be made in teaching them to culti:vate the soil or to advance them in useful industry. The male Indiana
in the Wm~t inherit th-e idea that it is a, disgrace to perform any kind
of manual labor, and therefore compel the squaws to perform all the
drudgery.
Th~y wilf continue to adhere to this principle just as long as they a,re
permitted to live in communities or villages. Generally a male Indian
~ in disgrace if seen eng_aged in any useful avocation. As long as per,
mitted to live in this way, and fed and clothed by the Governmeldi
their time will be wasted in idleness and mischievous roaming over the
country, and in gambling, h_orse-racing, and other amusements peculiat
to Indians. There are a few exceptions to this rule, and there would
be many more if they were allotted lands and required to cultivate them.
It could not be expected_that they would cultivate many acres for the
first few years, nor would the fruit of their labors at first produce sufficient for self.support. Their tribal relations would gradually wear off1
and with the aid and aclvice o{ competent . and conscientious agents
would in time become self-reliant and self-sustaining..
On some of our reservations, through the joint action and good counsel of intelligent missionaries and agents, a fair per cent. of the Indians
have been persuaded to live in houses. In nearly all such cases the
Indians are benefited and cultivate land to some extent.
I am gratified to be able to report that the allotment of lands under
the severalty act is progregsing satisfactorily, and with little opposition
on the part of the Indians: The Nez Perce Reservation, which is one
of the most valuable reservations in Idaho, is in Nez Perces Oounty, and
covers an area of nearly 750:000 acres. The soil is not excelled in the
United States. All kinds of grains and vegetables mature well with a
large yield per acre, and without irrigation. Some of the Indians have
good orchards, producing all kinds of fruits. I am informed by the
agent of this tribe that they have 6,000 acres in cultivation ; that 290
families are engaged in agriculture. lam also indebted to the agent for
the following table, which he says is, in part, estimated:
Male Indians. . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .
Female Indians •••••• •• • ••• •• •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •• •• •••••• ••••

700
750

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·- ••••••••• ,. • • • •• • • • • 1, 450
Wheat raised, 1889 •••••• bushels. • 40, 000
Oate rai&e(}, 1889 •••••••••• do •••• 6,000
Corn raised, 1889 •••••••••• do •••• 1,000

t

Potatoes raised, 1889 •••• bushels. • 5, 000
Onions raised, 1889 •••••••• do •••• 2,500
Cabbage raised, 1889 •••••• do •••• 2,000
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There is a large quantity of hay, beans, peas, turnips, squash, melons,

etc., raised by these Indians not reported. They also raise mules and
sheep.
·•
I am informed that the school on this reservation is JIOt in a flourishing condition.
LEMHI RESERVATION.

The Indians occupying this reservation are a mixed band,composed
of Bannocks, Shoshones, and Sheepeaters~ Their resenation is ~n the
Lemhi River, in Lemhi C-Ounty. It has an estimated area of 120,Q_OO
acres, most of which is mountainous and roJling hills. This is about as
poor a selection as could be made for an,, Indian reservation. I spea,k
from personal examination, when I say that I do not believe tliere
is sufficient agricultural land on this reservation to giv~to each Indian.
5 acres. Some years ago a delegation of these Indians; with a like num·
ber from the Fort Hall Reservation, visited Washington, when they
signed with the honorable Secrefazy of the Interior an agreem~nt
whereby the Fort Hall Indians conceded, and the Lem hies agreed-, to ·
accept, homes in severalty on the Fort Hall Reservation, with an annuity of $4,000 per year for twenty years. For this consideration the
Lemhi Indians were to cede their right to the Lemhi Reservation to
the Government.
.
In February last Congtess passe<l a bill ratifying said agreement,
adding an additional section thereto, w_hereby the Lemhi Indians were
privileged to vote on the question of the removal to Fort Hall Reservation. About the first of May last the question of removal was submitted to them. by a spt:cial inspector. In reply to my inquiry as ~o tue
result of this vote, Bon. J.M. Needham, agent,. informs me: "The Indians voted unanimously in favor of not going to Fort Hall."
I believe this is a mistake on the part of these Indians. On the Fort
Hall Reserva,tion they would have good homes, with full allotments of
good agricultural lands. I, therefore, most respectfully recommend
that the question of the removal of these Indians be renewed. and they
be urged to select homes on the Fort Hall or some equally· good reservation. . There is not sufficient agricultural land on their present reservation to subsist one-fifth of them; and sorely it is not the policy
of the .Department to keep them for all time in idleness and in a condition that w.ill necessitate their support by the Government.
I am indebted to the agent for the following table of statistics:
A

Male Indians .•••.. ....................................................... _.--;.

Female Indians ........................................................... _. .
Total .••••••••• ___ • ____ • __ •.•• __ .•• ___ •. ____ . __ ••. _. _. __________ • ____ _

524
265

789

Wheat ~aised ..............................................•....... bushels.. 100 Oats raised ..•••.•••...• ,....••••.•.••••••••.•••..•••..••••.•••••.. ___ •. do .. _. 3, 400
Potatoes ra~sed ••••••••••..•••••••••.•.•.•••.•••••.•••••.•••...••••••. do __ •• 800
Cabbage r~1sed ••••.••••..•••.•••...••••.•..••....•• _••...•••.. _. ____ .do .• __ 200
All oth~r kinds of vegetables ••••••.•.••••••.•• ____ .•.•••..•••••.••.•••. do ...• 1,000
raised ---- . - - - -.• -- - . -- - -• --- - ---- --- •• --• -- -. --• - -...• - - - -- . - - - •. tons..
75

lay

f~~:t\i\il\Ii\~~\l\\;~\\\\\~\\~~\\\\~\~\i\\\\ii:\\i\i\\\\\\\\\~\\~~~;~\\\~ ,.1
300
l
49
13
I cd~s o an m ~ult1vation ...•••••••.••••....••...•....•..••..••••••••.. ____
l~rs ergl;'ge~ m cultivating land ...•.• --·-----·----·-·-·------------ .•• :..
am1 1es 1v1ng 1n houses....................................................

The Indian school was closed June 30, 1889.
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FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION,

This reservation is one of the htrgest as well' as one of the best in
the Territory. Its location is in Bingham Count.v, and is OC',enpied l>J
Bijnnocks and Shoshone Indians.
It bas an area of nearly 1,200,000 acres, nearly on~·balf of wbfoh is
excellent farming land, with. an abundance of grazing land in addition
on the low rolling hills. By the provisions of the bill referred to in this
report, under bead of "Lemhi Indians," these Indians ceded to the Government between 300,000 and 350,000 acres of this reservation; also
1,800 acres in the town site of Pocatello. The, land released for the
town site bas been surveyed into ov~r 11,000 lots, which have been care·
fully platted. These lots will soon be appraised, and residents who OC·
cupied lots at the time of passage of the bill, and hav.e continued to
occupy them\ have the privilege of taking them at the appraised-valuation.
Provision is made for sale of all the lots, except that no lot shall sell
for less than $10. The net proceeds of this sale will be paid to th~ fa.
dians, thereby giving them a handsome reward.
I recommend that·tbese Indians be required to take homes .in sever·
alty. I am confident that the Indians will be benefited thereby, as they
will then be placed in the line of progress and civilization; they will
each have property and a home to which they :will in time point with
pride, and as an evidence that they have a claim to citizenship.
There will be a large tract of fine land left vacant after each Indian
has received a home. Justice to the Indians, as well as to the thousands. of American citizens who are seeking homes, demands this action
as early as possible.
·
I am indebted to U. S. Indian Agent P. Gallagher for the following
information :
Male Indians .. ..................................... _••..........•. _. . • . . . . .
Female Indians ..•........................................... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . .

785
808

Total ....••..........................•••.................. _. . . . . . . . . . . 1, 593
Wheat raise<l by Indians ••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••-•••••••••••••••• bushels .. 4,500
Oats raised l>y Indians •••••••••••• _•••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• do.... 4; 250
Com raised by Indiana .•••••••••••••••••••.•.••.••••.••••••••••.•. ·--do.... 125
Barley raised by Indians •••.•••.•••••••.•••••.••.••••••••••••.••.••••• do.... 100
Potatoes raised by Indians .••• ,. •••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••• do •.•• 1,490
Other vegetables raised by Indians ..................................... do.... 500
Melons •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• number .. 5,000
Hay ..•............•...........•...................................... tons.. 1, 800
Horses owned by Indians •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6r 140
Mnles owned by Iodioos •••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• •••. •••• •••••• •••••• •••• ••.•
2
Cattle owned by Indians ..................................................... 1,000
Hogs owned by Indians • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • •• • • •• • • •• • • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • • • • •.
50
Fowls owned by Indians .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• _ • • • • •• 400
Acres of land in cultivation •••••••••••••••••••••••.•• M.. •. . . ••.•••••.•. . ••.. 1, 100
Indians engapd in cultivating land • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 320
Indian families living in boo868.... •• • • • • • • •• • ••• •• • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • •• • • • • • • • •
63

Want of water and continued drought will account for the falling o1f
Had not this been the case there would have
been au increase this year corresponding to that of last year.
The school is in a most 1loorishing and satisfactory condition.
in agricultural product.a.

C<EUR D'ALENE INDIAN RESERVATION.

This
I ill ,

tion belong8 to and is occupied by the Cceur d'Alene Jo.
, official data as to the ares of this reservation. It is
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estimated at about 600,000 acres. I nm 'informed, unofficial!y,that the
commission appointed to negotiate with thes~ Indians ~ave b~en s_uccessful in treating with them for a tract of their reservatwn,, emoracmg
over 80Q ~000 acres. I sincerely hope tllis a,greement will be confirmed,
as it will be the means of disposing of dangerous disputes that ~ave
arisen between the Indians and miners in relation to valuable nrfning
.
properties, and which at on~ t!~e looked s_erious. .
These Indians are partly c1v1hzed, as their agent rnforms me offlmally.. They all live in houses, but are opposed to taking land in severalty. They
cultivate 7,000 acres, from which they have raised this seasonWheat ••.• _•.. __ •..•• __ .. _. _••. ___ •..•••••.••• -. -.••..•• _•.. _• _•. bushels.. 15, 000

liIT£:~~~~:;::;!i;!~~!i!i~:~::~~~:\i~;;:.~:~~;~~i~~;\\~:;~i\~;;:~~1i~:::
~~m200
Onions ... __ ...••• __ •••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••..•.••••••. ~- _...•••... do....

Beans . _• _• _••••..••• __ . __ . . . •• _••••• _•. _.,_.. ••••.• _• _•••••.•.••••••••. do . • • .
50
Other grains and vegetables .•••••..••••••••••.••••.••••.•••••..•• -. .. do ...• 10,000
Hay ••.••••••••••••••••••••••..•..••.••.••••••••••••••••••••.•.••..•. tons.. 1, 000
STOCK OWNED BY THEI-.INDIANS,

Horses . • • • • • • ••••••••••.•••••.. .., •..•••••• - • - •• - - - - - ._ ••••. - - - -••• - - - - - - - • - - 1,000
10
Moles .••• _• • ••••• - - - •••• - -. • • - • - - . - - - - · -- - • • -- - -~ · • •• • • -• • - • • • • • • · • • • • • • • •
Cattle • • • • • . . • • • • . • ••••.••••••••.• _•••.•••••• _••.•••••.•.•••..••.•••.. ~- ••
300
400
600

:i;!s·::::: .":::: .::::::::::::::::_-::: _-::: _-::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Male Indians •••..•••.•. _•••.••••.••••.•••• _•••••••••••.••• _•• : .. _••••••••••
Female Indians .•••••••_•••.••..••.• _•••• _••.•••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• _.•••.

208
215

Total ••.•...•. _•...••....•••..••••• :: . _...•...••_.. ~ ..•.••.••••.•••• •"?

423

This reservation is in Kootenai County, in the northern part of the
Territory.
The Indian sc4ool at Desmet Mission. is in a flourishing condition.
Ave:cage number of pupils, 125.
KOOTENAI INDIANS.

'fhese Indians inhabit a district of country on and adjacent to the
Kootenai River, in Kootenai County, and near our boundary line with
the British possessions. Major Ronan, of the Flathead Indian .Agency,
Mont., bas been detailed to select boundaries for a reservation for
these Indians, who prefer to remain where they are, rather than to be
removed to a new field. I ha-ve but little data as to their habits or advancement in the line of civilization. I am informed that their time is
given principally to hunting and fishing. Their total number, males
and females, is 218.
DUCK VALLEY RESERVATION.

This reservation is reported to be occupied by Shoshone and fractions
of other tribes. As reports from this reservation are given to the gov.
ernor of Nevada, I can furnish but little data. About one-half of the
area, estimated at 140,000 acres, is in Idaho.
It is with great satisfaction that I am able to report that there have
~een no Indian outbreaks in the Territory since last report. Complaint
1s made from many parts of the Territory that the Indians are causing
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the settlers great annoyance by camping near residences, their horses
at the same time breaking into inclosures. I would recommend that
agents be instructed to keep the Indians on their several reservatiou
as closely as possible. Yon were some time ago advised of the murder of two Indian women on Lost River. The husband of one of the
murdered women is-a white man named Lee, who was charged with the
crime. I offered a reward of $1,000 for his arrest and conviction. Lee
was subsequently apprehended in California, and returned to this Territory from the Sfate of Nevada.
_
He has been tded in- the county of Alturas and found guilty of mnrder in the second degree, and is now in the United States penitenti&W
at Boise City.
·
This is the only case of crime and bloodshed between the whites and
Indians I have at present to report.
·
The general condition of the Indians in the Territory may be said to
be good, and when they have all received their lands in severalty,, I
believe they will be contented, and their advancement in the line of
civilization more rapid.
UNITED ST.A.TES PENITENTIARY.

This penitentiary_ is located two miles east of Boise City, on a tract
of land owned by the United states, and is under t4e charge of the
United States marshal.
This penitentiary in its present condition is inadequate to a-0commo,date or keep with safety the large nnm ber of convicts now incarcerat,ei
within its walls, and reflects discredit to a great and humane govern;
men~
- ·
Governor Stevenson in his report last year forcibly preseniied the
necessity of enlargement, wherein he said:
In each cell two prisoners are now confiB.ed, where the capacity is only suited anq
intended for one.
The prisoners are clothed and fed, and crowded into these cells without any employment, and only kept there by the guos of the guards.

The wall now surrounding the penitentiary is constructed of frail
inch boards.
In the sundry civil appropriatjon act, approved October 2, 1888, an
appropriation of t25,000 was made for the improvement and enlargement of this penitentiary. May I ask if this appropriation can not be
reached and become available in the construction of a new building,
without serious delay t
If it is not in confliot with the act of February 23, 1887, I respectfully
request that the United States marshal be authorized to employ the
prisoners in taking out stone from the quarry near by, for the purpose
of surrounding the penitentiary with a good and substantial stone walL
This, I think, would not be construed as hiring out the convict& There
are se,reral good stone masons among these prisoners. ·
I can not present too strongly the importance of hastening these mttcli
needed improvement.s. They are required for the safe-keeping of the
desperadoes and murderers there cocfined, that they may not be permittied to escape to commit new depredations•
. On t h ·ir part t~ey ~a,e ~ right to expect hmnan_e_treatment, whioh
1.· out u t • qaest1on m tbeu- present crowded cond1t.1on.
J an · • t Jw r p
of the warden in charge.
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UNITED ST.A.TES PENITENTIARY,

Near Boise City, Idaho, Odober 7, 1889.
Sm: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to submit the followiog
report in regard to the United States penitentiary, in '\Vhioh is confined the TeNttorial prisoners of Idaho.
.
.
The prison inclosure is about 450 feet long by 225 fe~t wide, and 1s.-s1:rrounded by
a board fence built a number of years ago o_ut of one-lll?h lumbe_r, _whwh has bee_n
repaired from time to time as ~necessity reqmr~d to keep it from fall~ng down. It is
about 12 feet high very fraiJ, and cou]d be easdy scaled/· a:nd the prisoners are only .
kept within the c~nfines of the same by ~he vigila~c~ o the armed guardi;, who are
postoo in sentry houses on said fence durmg the day.
The cell-house is built_of stone taken from a quarry on the prison grounds, .and
has in all 27 windows . of which only two are wholly ironed; 11 are only ironed on
tbe'lower portion, whife the remai~ing 14 have no irons at all. Th~ larger portion
of the 27 windows are easily accessible from the cells and yvalks leadmg to the same,
and afford an avenue of escape from the cell-house.
.
.
The block is bunt of brick ofan inferior quality ~nd is Yery poorly constructed .;. it
contains 42 cells 6 by 8 feet, whieh are very poorly ventilated, and in the la1·ger
portion of which I am at the present time compelled to confine.two prisone~4_ whicb
not only adds insecurity to their safe keeping, but is injurious to their health, as t?e
capacity is only suited and intended for one.
There is no employment for the prisoners; hence t,hey are locked in the~r cell~, wiph
the exception of about four hours each day, when they are turned out m the yard
for exercise, being closely watched by the armed guards.
There are confined in the prison ali the :gr,esent time 66 Territorial prisoners and 3
United States prisoners, as per the inclosed :report, showing the number and nativi~y
of ea.ch, and tlie sentence of t,hose for -life; also, th.ose for ten years and over.
The sanitary condition of the prison is very poor· there is no sewerage; the waste
water from the kitchen and wash-house is con~eyed in wooden boxes just outside of
the yard, and allowed to spread over the ground. Portions of it are absorbed in thesandy soil while some of it remains and sends forth -offensive odors_, especially in
warm weather, while the llrivy used by the prisoners during the day, andin which
is thrown the slops from t.he cell-house. has to be moved from -place to place in the.
yard as necessity requires .
·
·
~
There is a scarcity of water at the prison. That which-is used for drinking p.nd
culinary purposes is procured from a spring a,1.,out one-fourth of a mile above the prison, on the hill, and conveyed to the same in wooden and iron pipes. The spring
is very &mall, and should the number of prisoners increase_to 80 or 100, the su.pply of
water for the above purposes would be entirely i_nadequate.
_
On the prison grounds, and but a short distance from the prison, is a splendid.stone
quarry from which could be procured at a very little expense all the stone necessary
f,,r building additi?nal prison room, besid~ building a good, ~trong, and substantial
wall around the prison, and thus add security to tho safe-keepmg of the })rison·ers, as
t~i:ir chances of escape would, with such a wall, be greatly reduced. By a small add1t1on to the foi:ce of ,guards now employed, the prisoners could be put at·work quarrying and dressmg the stone necessary for building purposes, besides other work nec.~seary for the improvements mentioned, and thus not only reduce the e:x;pense of the
improvements, but b~ benefici~l to their h~~lth, and far more humans than keeping
them locke~ op two 1~ a cell,~ :t>y 8 feet, eighteen to twenty hours per,day.
And now m conolns1on, I wish to say that some of the improvements are actually
ncceseary, and should be attended to at an early day, as they are required for the
wantsz...safe-keeping, and health of the.prison.
Very respectfully,
'J. D. S~RINGER, .
Warden United States Priacm.
Hon. GEO. L. SHOUP,
GO'Dernor of Ida,ho.
INT

89...:..voL 111--26
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List showing nativity of convicts in the United States Penitentiary near .Boisd City, Ida'llo.
and the sentence of those for Ufe; dJ.so those for ten years and over.
No. of
Convic~.

Nativity.

Remarks.

Territorial pri,oner1.
China............................
Canada........................ ..

.3

Scotland .... • • • . • .. • • .. • • • • • • .. .. .
California.........................
Colorado.........................
Georgia ...-......................
I~h~, Indians)..................
Illino1s. ..... ...... ..... .. ........
Iowa..............................

1
1
1
1
2
4
4

!:~~~_:_:_:_:_:_:::::::.::~::.:::::::
Kansas..........................

y:.~~:~

4 1 for life and 1 for25 yea.ra.

; lj~~ llJ:i~:::

1

Missouri.........................
Maine............................
Montana..........................
Massachusetts...................
New Jersey......................
NewYor~.......................
Ohio . .. .. .. •• .. • • ... • .. .... ... • ..
Oregon ...•.•_,...... .. • • • • .. . . • •.
Pennsylvania.....................
Rhodolsland ...... ._.... ........
Texas............ .. •.. • .. . .. .. .. •
Tennessee . •• . • • . ... • .. .... .. .. ..
Utah.............................

1
1
1
1
2
6
3
2
3
1
2
1
2

;r;:t:::::: :::::: :::::::::::::

½

1 for 10 years.

15 years, and 2 for 14 yean.

2 for 10 years.
1 for 15 yea.rs.
1 for life, 1 for 14 years, and l for 10 years.
1 for 25 years.
1 for 15 and 1 for 10 years.
1 for life.
1 for 10 years.
1 for20years.
1 for 14 yea.rs.
1 for 20 year& and 1 for 10 years.
1 for 20 years.

1----i

Uniud State, pri,oner,.

66

Dlinols ...... ......... ".. . ••• . • . .
South Walea .....................
WiecoD&iD... •• ... .. .. .. •• • • • .. . . .

1

1
1

---8

Awaiting trial and committed In default of bail

PUBLIC BUII.DINGS.
UNITED STATES ASSAY OFFICE.

This fine structure is located in the heart of Boise City, the capital
of the Territ.ory. ,It is the property of the United States, and cost the
Government tst,000. It is greatJy appreciated by those who are en·
gaged in handling the products of our mines, as the Government pays
transportation charges on bullion purchased at the office.
By reference to the following table it will be seen that the volume of
business transacted has greatly increased.
Gold and lilt1er bars manufacturdd at United 8tat68 .Assay Ojftc6, .Boisl C.tg, Idaho, r.oa-

mencing toith ftBcal year of 1884.
1884 . . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . • • • • • . • . . • . • • . • • . t150, 615. I 0

i:

:::::::=====:::::::==~==:===:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=:=

!im:~

1888 • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 919, 942. 65

I append heret.o a communication from Hon. J. W. Cnnningh-.
Assayer in Oharge.
UNITED 8TATJC8 ASSAY 01TICB,

BoW ()jty, IdaAo, &ptnaw 28, 1889.
Sm: The work of gathering statistioe under the direction of the Mint Bureau ·ii
not be J,-·i:; 1 n n til after the cloae of th .. year. No data is in posaesapon of this offlCf',
t , r Jor , u p0 11 which t.o base an aocurat.e eetimate of the prodnotion of p ~· ns
m • 1 fur L, current year.
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Owing to the unprecedented scar,iity of water it is evident tliat the production of
the placer mines will be less this yearthan has ever been known sificethe settlement
of the Territory. However, the 9.uartz mines of Owyhee, .B'?ise, and the northern
counties are far exceeding their out-put for Iast year and will doubtless swell the
total production of the Territory to nearly twice that of 1888.
The encouragement offered by the Government in paying th~ t_ransporta~ion charg~s
on gold bullion purchased at this office, the miner thus ~eahzmg t_h~ m1~1;, v:alue, 1s
appreciated as evidenced by the fact that the annual busmess of this mst1tut1on now
approximat~s $1,000,000, as against a little more than $10Q,00O a few years ago~
Very respectfully,
J W C
,

•

UNNINGHAM,

Assayer m ChargtJ.

His Excellency GEO. L. SHOUP,
Gor,ernor.

BOISE BARR.A.OKS.

I am indebted to Lieut. Frank ;B. ~nd-rus, p~st-adjntant, for the fol ..
lowing data:
This post was established in July, 1863. Geographically it is in latitude 430 37',and longitude, 116°; altitude, 2,812 feet. Located in Boise Valley, about one-halt" _
mile from Boise City.
The climate is mild; mercury seldom higher than 100° Fah. in summer, or below
zero in winter. Suspension of drills, etc., on account of cold weather is practically
unknown.
·
The post buildings are constructed for a garrison of twocom_panies-oneof:infant.ry
·
and one of cavalry-. Quarters are for but six officers.
It is at present the only occupied military post between Fort Douglas on the south
and Fort Walla Walla on the north, and between Fort Washakie on the east and the
Pacific Ocean on the west.
Miles.

Fort Dougl~~ Utah, to Fort Walla Walla, Wash .•• ·-··----- ................ ,.,.,.. 743
Washakie, Wyo., to Boise Barracks,----·--····----··----···--···............ 782
BoiAe Barracks to Fort Walla Walla, Wash .• _••.. __ ••.. ______ .••••..•. __ . ••• • 321
Boise Barracks to Fort Sherman, Idaho ...••..•.•••..•••••••••••••••...••.• j,_. 539
Boise Barracks to Fort Portland, Oregon. . • • • • . • . • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • •.. • • • • . . • • • • • 505
Boise Barracks to San Francisco, Car. •••..••••••..••••..• _•.... _•••••••.•••• 1,251
Boise Barracks to Fort Ca.mp Pilot Butte, Wyo • • • ••• •• • ••• •. • • • . •• • • • • .• •••• 525

In view of this point being the Territorial capital, and for twenty
years to be the State capital; the construction of railroads present and
prospective ; the extension of the Idabo Central, Chicago and Northwestern, and Oregon Pacific; the abundance and cheapness of supplies
in the immediate vicinity; the amount of lumber and brick manufactured in the vicinity; the advantage of excellent company gardens;
the room available; the size, population, wealth, resources, etc., of the
Territory, it would seem that this post should be enlarged to a<fcommodate the headquarters of a regiment and at least four companies. It is
estimated that the cost of such enlargement would be about $100,000.
The abundance and cheapness of supplies at this place, and the increasing railway facilities for moving in any direction, etc.,point to this
place a,s suitable for a permanent post.
FORT SHERMAN OR FORT C<EUR D'ALENE .

. This fort Js located on the northern extremity of Comr d'Alene Lake,
m Kootenai County, and near the line of Washington Territory. It is
~ fi:~e-company post. The location of this post being so-near the border,
its rn~uence is but little felt in this Territory. Its importance, however, 1s felt and appreciated by the people of Washington Territoryand by those of our own in the extreme northwestern counties.
·
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In view of the fact that this ·post is so distant from the central part
of the Terdtory, I again urge the importance of increasing the barracks at Boise City to a four or five company post.
·
O.A.PITOL BUILDING .A.T BOISi CITY.

The Territory has construe1ied, unaided ·by Congress, a capitol building, at a cost, including furniture, of about $85,000.
The ground was furnished by the city corporation, but is now being
improved by the Territory at an expense of f15,000.
The capitol is a most substantial building, the basement being solid
masonry, while the main structure is of the best quality of brick, and ia
heated by latest improved heating apparatus. The capitol contain& a
spacious suite of rooms for the governor; another for the surveyoi=
general; two rooms for the Territorial secretary, anq single· rooms for
the superintendent of public instruction, the controller, the United
States attorney, and for an armory. These are all upon the :first floor.
On the 8ame floor is the magnificent library room, with a collection of
books, believed th~ largest and best owned by any Tertjtory of the
United States. On the second .floor are the council chamber, represen1tives' hall, the supreme court room, the judges' chambers, and varieal
committee rooms. The third floor is connected with the galleries, and
also has book rooms and committee rooms. Every part, of the oapiiol
building is elegantly finished and furnished.
INSANE .A.SYLUM.

The Territory has at Blackfoot, Bingham County, an asylum for the
insane. This is a large three-story building. There 'are seventy-~
acres ofland in connection with the asylum, a portion of which is under
cultivation. The building and grounds have cost the Territ.ory' approximat.ely about $40,000. The institution is under the immediaoo contrel
of Dr. John W. Givens, who is the medical superin1iendent, under the
direction of the board of trustees, consisting of Messrs. I. N. Costin,
0. P. Johnson, and N. A. Just. Dr. Givens js peculiarly adapted to
have charge of this important institution, and is entitled to great
credit. I submit herewith his report:
The movementie of the asylum population for the year have been as follow•:
Number of patients in the asylum at the beginning of the year, viz, on Joly 1, 1888:
15 malea, 11 females; total 46. Number of patients admitted during the year: *>
males, 10 females; total 30. )Vhole number of patienis under treatment dnrinJ[ the
year: 65 males, 21 females; total 76. Daily averagenumberof patient,e in the u.vlnm
for year: 53fff. Nomberofpatientadisoharged: 8 males, 3 females; total 11. Num•
ber of patient,e died: 3 males; total 3. Numberofpatienta remaining in the asylolQ
at the end of the year, viz, Jone 30, 1889: 44 males, 18 females ; total 62. Of the lt
patientie discharged, 7 males and 1 female wrre well; 2 malea were improved, and 1
male was unimproved. Of those discharged as well, all bnt 1 had been here leas than
one year. One had been here twenty months. The general health of the patient.a baa
been good. The death rate, , per c,ent,, is the loweet sinoo the opening of th eaeylum.
There have been no serious accidents to life or limb dnring the year, and no 81Je0888fn.l elopements.
The more oompetent patient. have been more or less coutantly employed
and ~rden and lloosew?r~ ; the plowing, eee~ing, hoe_iog, oultiva~ing And harv
the dit.ch-makiug aud im~ating, togetlier with making the patients' clothiog; t
cooking, wuhlng and Ironing; the general household duties of keeping the wards iu
order; ibe are of the elok, aged and helpless, continuing to provide an increaai8'
amount and v · y of emplo7ment for them.

i;fi
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The following tables will show further data in r~gard to tne patientiS :
A..-Countlea from which patients were-received.

D.-Occupationofpatients,admitted-Continued.
Males. Females. Total.·

Males. Females, Total.

Ada....................
1
Altura.s.................
4
2
Bear Lake......................
1
Bingham...............
3
3
Boise...................
3 ••••••••••
Cm1ter..................
2 ••••••••••
Idaho...................
1 ..•.••••.•
Kootenai.......................
1
Latah..................
1
2
Shoshone . • • . • • • • • • • •• • .
3 ••••••••••
Washington............
2 ••••••••••

Prostitute .••••••••.••..••..•..
Plasterer . • • . .. •• • • • • • .
1
Rancher .•.•.••.• :.....
1
Section band . • • • • • . • • •
1
Sheep herders.........
2
Stock herder . • • .. • . • . .
1

2
6

1
6
3
2

1
1
3
3

2

1
1

1

.......... ...

1
1
2

1

11----------L----L---...!.....-E.-Civil condition of patients admitted.

11----------=--------,----'---'

------------'---'--.....:.---11

B.-Natlvity of patients admitted.

Single.................
13 ••••••••••
Married . . •.••••• ••••••
5
~ '9
Widower.,............
1
Widow................ ..•.•••.
1
D~vorced .•••••••• ~....
·1 •••••••• ·••

13

14
1
1

1

2 • • • • • • • • • · · • • • • • • F.-Forms of insanity with which the patients ad.
CanR.da .. • · • • • • · • • • · • • • ·
1 · ••• • • ·
EnJ1;land · • • • • • • •• • •• • • · · • .. •·•1• · .•••........
mitted were affected.
Germany...............
.....
Idaho . ......... ••••. ...
l ..•..•.•....••... 11-----------------lllinois . . • • • • • .. . • • • . • • .
2 • • • • • • • • • • .. •••••
Indiana.................
l ..•. .••••...••••• Mania:
10
Acute.............
8
2
Jowa ...... .•••••. ••••••
1
•
•.
·2
6
-Chronic............
3
Kentucky..............
l
s
Epileptio
••••••••••..•.•••.
3
Hlaaonri................
2
1 ..•.•..
·
New York......................
1 ...... . Melancholia:
5
Acute.............
3
2
3
Chronic............
2
l
Demebtia..............
1
1
;I>ennsylvania...........
l ................ .
1
D~me!1tia, chronic.....
1
1
Paresis ...... ·····"'···
1
1
1
Unknown ..•.•••••..••_.
1
2 ..••••. Delusional insanity....
W aahington Territory..
1
1 ..•••.•
Wisconsin..............
1
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___i_ ____i_ _ _......:__ _ _
G.-Probable ca.uses of insarJ.ty of the patients
11
admitted.

~:r:~:. ~::::::::::~:: :: ..... ·a .... -~· .. ~. :::::::

t~t~~:::::::::::::::: ......~. ········2· :::::::
0.-Ages of patients admitted.

Between the ages of15 and 20 .......... .
20 and 25 •••••••••••
25 and 30 •••••••••••
BO and 35 •••••••••••
35 and 40 •••••••••••
40 and 45 •••••••••••
45 and 50 .......... .
50 and 55 •••••••••••
65 and 60 ••••••••••
60

and 65 •••••••••••

1
: ·••••••• 1·
2
3
1
3

3

1
1
1

1
2
4
5
1
7
4
1

Alcoholism..... .. .. • • .
2 • • • • ••••••
Alcoholism and cere·
bra.I concu88ion. •• . . .
1 .. • • •• • • • .
Dissipation .. • . . . •• • .. . . . •• • • .•
l
Epilepsy ..•.. .•..• :... . .•..••.
3
General ill health......
4
3
Hereditary .••••• .••• ..
4~
l
Injury to head.........
1
Morphine habit........
1
Unknown.............
5
• ····2·
Worry ...•. :...........
2

2
1

1
'3
7
5
1
'[
7
2

} 11----------'-------L--

H.-Causes of death.

--1

D.--Oooupatlon of patients admitted.

2
1 ......... .

2
1

- - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - , , - - - - - - - II

~ilepsy .•••••••••••
arasmus ............ .

~~~!.;;,:::::::::;::::::
~ ::::::::::
Farmers housewives... . • • • . • ••

2

1.-At whose expense the pa.tients have been
·
cared for.
•

15
2

Expense~
paidofby. Terntory
Idaho.
Guardian..........

Housewives • • • • . • • . • • • . . • • • • • • .

2

6

::~~·:::::::::::::::::
~ ::::::::::
:Hiner s housewife . .. • • . • .. •• • . .
1
Laborers •• • • .. . . • • • • • • .

2 .••••••••.

1
5

l········ ..I

111----------,----,------

I I
54

21
1 ••••••••••

I

75
7
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l'INANCIA.L,

The bills contracted during the year have been as follows:
Provisions •• _... • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • •••.••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• '4,897. 30
Male clothing ..................................... - • • • . • • • • • • • . • • . • . . . • • • •
626, «
Female clotliing •••••• •••••• •••••• .••••• .•.••. •••••• •••••• •••. ..•. .•.. ••
237.35
Fnel .••••..•••...••••••••.•••• ~ .•• "I" • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1, 339. 55
Household furnishing supplies .•••.•• - • • •• • •• . . . • • • • • • • • • . • • • .•• • • • • . • • • • 2, 045. 98
Furniture....... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . .•• • • • • • •• • . . • • • • • ••• • • • • . • •• • ••• • • • • •
657. 98

I:~'::i;;::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

~t:::

I mproveruen ts • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • . • . . • .
700. 41
Dispensary . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • •• • • • • . . • • • . . • • • • . • • • •
41, 08
Pay-roll . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • 6,970.84
Directors' expenses .•• _.. • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • •
640. 90
Total • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • 19, 322. 01

Owing to the award of contracts for the six months' supplies ending December 1,
1889, beiug let one month' earli~r this year than usual, the above includes a number
of the bills for supplies for the ensuing six months, and all tho bills for the year
just ended.
Twenty-eight dollars have been received for the care and treatment of non-indigeJII
insane for the past year. This is the smallest sum received from this source dm:iq
any year since the opening of the asylum. The daily average per capita cost of care
and treatment has been 81+ cents.
FARM AND GARDEN,

The following are tlie products of the farm and garden :
Articlea.
Beef •••••••••••••••••• •••••• pounds ..
Beets ••••••••••••_••••• ••••••••• do .•..
Cabbage •••••••••••••••••••.••. do ....
Calvee .•••••••••••••••••••• ~uumber ••
Carrots .••••••••••••.••••••• pounds ••
Corn fodder..... , •••••••.••... do .. ..
Cucumbers ................... dozen .•
Green beans •••••••••••.•••• pounds ..
Green corn •••••••••••••.•••••• do ••.•
Hay ........................... do ••••

Quantity,
600
1,660
5,440
8

B, 100
B, 000
75
600
215
42,000

Artiolee.
Milk ....................... gallons •.
Muekmelone ..••••••••••••. number ..
Pork ....................... pounds ••
Pumpkins •••••••••••••••••••. do ••••
Peas ..•••••••••••••••••••••••• do ....
Potatoes .••••••••••••••••••••• do ••••
Rutabagas ...................... do •••.

~i~a:~·::::.:·::::.:::::::::~::~:::
Turnips •••••••••••••••••••••. do .••.

8,650
10
8,911
8,000
1,251)

28,eoo

680'
8,000

1, 1'6

1,0

IMPROVEMENTS.

The principal Improvement made during the year has been an irrigating ditch.
The Blaokfoot Raver, from which we have obtained water for irrigation until this
year, was dO low last year that the entire country supplied by it was short of water.
It became ~vident that mnch of the conutry whi{,h had been settled with the expcutation that watorcould be obtained from Blackfoot River conld not be irrigated froua
this stream, and there was a movement made by the farmers in the vicinity of the
uylum to make a ditch from the Snake River to carry water to the farms in our
neighborhood. J'he asylum joined in this movement and made one-seventh of a ditch
7 m1loa long, 8 feet wide on the bottom, 12 feet wide on the top, and 3 feet deep, on a
~de of 2 feet fall to the mile.
This ditch is supplying the uylum with all the water it needs at present, with only
the coet of ordinary repairs and attention.
It is most fortunate that we have secured water from the Snake River, as the Black•
foot baa already completely failed to supply the farms in our vicinity with wat.er.
The walls of the bedrooms have been oeiled with matched lumber to cover up brok.eQ
places in the lath and plast.er.
The last legislature wade au appropriation of 115,000 to enlarge and otherwi1&i01prove the aa1lnm building, to build a barn and outbonses, and lay a sewer pipe from
the building.
The
rn-i
for hr·. · improvements have boen onlered, and the work of makin,
li impr" m . !
ill soon, be nuder way. It is the int.ention to make the improt ·
w u and addition as good a.a cao be made, and wlleu completed there will be com•
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fortable aooommod:ation here and good facilities for the treatment of about one hundred patients.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

The Rev. Messrs. Stull and Lyons have kindly held serviees with us at different
· ·t amd
times.
Governor Stevenson, during his term of office, gave frequent ev1'dence b Y VIS\
.
.
advico of his wise and friendly interest in the welfare. of the asylum:
Governor Shoup has. a.ls~ visited 1;18, and by_ his helpful counsel aided the mstitution in the service which 1t was designed to give to the people.
.
w o·
Respectfully submitted.
JNO.

•

IVENS,

Medical Speiwin~t.
OFFICE~S AND EMPLOYES OF THE ASYLUM.

Hon. I. N. Coston, -0. P. Johnson esq., N. A. Just, esq., directors.
.
Compensation. -Five dollars per day for each day actually employed, and reimbursement for necessary expenditures.
·
Position.

Name.

John W. Givens, M.D . ..................... . Medioaleuperintendent ••••••.••••••••••••••.

rkl:~.t:;i:~:~~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~:::.::: :::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::

Margaret C. Reevy •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Boo~-keeper ............................... ..
Oscar A. Jarrett. •• • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • .. • • . .. .. . Hean attendant .......... ~ •••••••••••••••••••

1.-::.r;~~i~.:~:=~:::::::::: :::::: ::: :::::::::
~:~:
l'a~~!!~~::::: :: :::::::: :: ::: :::: :: ::::
Harvey E. Fisher • • • • • • .. • . • • • •• • • • •• • • • • . • ..

ri~~~~t= :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: ::::
~~~~t~~i c~ok::::::: ~:::::::: :: :::::::::::::

Night attendant •••••.•••••••••••••••••• , .. ..
Rie Lorentzen • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • .. . • • • . . . . • • • • • • Laundress .................................. .
M. J. Rowell .. • •• • • •• •• • ••• .. • • .. • •• .. • • .. .. . Dining-room attendant ...................... .

Salary,
$2,500
800
600
600
510
510

480
450
360

420

000
300

LEGISLATIVE.

Congress appropriates only e2,600 for · each of the governors of the
Territories, and $1,800 for each secretary, in full compensation for
their services. Section 1845, Revised Statutes of the United States,
providesThe annual salaries of the governors of the several Territories shall be $3,500, and
the salary of the secretaries shall be $2,500 each.
.

The salaries of the governors and secretaries are not sufficient, "as
redur..ed by Congress," to defray the actual expenses of the governors,
and require the closest economy on the part of the secretaries.
My predecessor,. in his last report, protestied against the provisions
of the act of Congress, March 3, 1885. This act compels our Territorial courts to take cognizance and jurisdiction of all offenses committed by Indians against the property of another Indian, or other persons, and of the following crimes, namely: Murder, manslaughter, rape,
assault with intent to kill, arson, burglary, and larceny committed on
the Indian reservations. We have now in the penitentiary two
Indians Eentienced for long terms, for which we are paying the United
Staties $1.50 per day, besides all the expenses of their trials and convictions. Others have also been sentenced who have served out their
terms and been discharged.
I cannot comprehend why the General Government should compel
the Territory to pay for the support of a criminal class who are. the
wards of the Government, from whom the Territory derives no l'evenne
or snpp<>rt.
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This law would be all right if these criminals were tried in the United
States side of our courts and sentenced to the penitentiary as United
States prisoners, and all the expenses paid, as in other offenses against
tlm laws of the United States, thereby relieving the Territory of this
unjust and oppressive burden. We are liable at any time to have a
large number of Indians arrested,. t--ried, and convicted, and senrenced
to the United States penitentiary, .with the order that the Ta-ritory
must pay all e~penses_. I hope that this unjust and unreasonable law
will be amended.
·
The vast forests of fine timber in the Territory .should be protected
by different rules and regulatioqs than those now tn force.
Commissioners should be appointed with districts assigned them, -in
which tltey should reside during the ·months of July, August, and September, and required to be continually on the watch for fires and, when
necessary, employ men to subdue them.
·
The expense would be small when compar~d with the millions of
feet of timber destroyed annually by fires. Many of the fires start
through the carelessness of hunters, trav(llers, and prospectors. These
parties would be more careful about extinguishing their camp-fires if
they knew that a Government ageut was near by. And should a fire
start, with some one in the district whose duty it was to look after it at
one~, it would be subdued before doing much damage. These agents
or commissioners should have power to make arrests, and severe punishment should be inflicted on all offenders.
The question of Statehood is one that deeply interests the people of
Idaho. They will look forward with great interest to see what action
will be taken by Oongress, looking to our admission.
There should be no hesitation on the part of Cong.ress, as Idaho
possesses all the elements necessary to a- great and prosperous Stat.e.
Your favorable recommendation would be of great value and greatly
appreciated by the people of Idaho.
The question of irrigation is of great importance, not only to Idaho,
but to the entire dry area of the great West. Your recommendation to
Oongress, calling attention to the importance of this question, wonld be
of value to the Senate Committee on Irrigation in bringing this question
up for early consideration. It is to be hoped that Congress will provide
means for constructing reservoirs where needed, and for building high
line canals to cover all arid lands within reach of large streams.
The Senate committee will undoubtedly present their views in an able
report, accompanied by a bill covering this whole question. It should
be taken up and acted upon without delay.
Each Territory should be protected in the right to all waters within
their respective boundaries. And no filings or locations made byforeign
companies or corporati~~st under any name or style what.ever, should
be recognized or permittea to interfere with our water. The surplus,
"after all home requirements are satisfied," when it reaches our boundaries, is theirs without question.
TERRITORAL WAGON-ROW.
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of sava,ge tribes, and would be of almost 'incalculable benefit to the entire Jerrit<:>ry
of Idaho; and
_
Whereas not only the counties through which. ea.id proposed road would })ass, but
the whole Territory, would be benefited by the bttH!-Iing th_ereof, while th~ g-reat ~xpense attending its construction w-ould preclude . the counties upon the hne thereof
.from building the same from theirownresources; and
.
Whereas under the laws of the United States, legislation such as ·is herein proposed must be 1·atifi_ed a!ld approved by t_he Congress of the Uni~ed States; and
Whereas this Ieg1slat1ve assembly desires to construct the said proposed -road· at
tlle expense oft h'o Territory of It.la.ho: Therefore,
Be it enacted by the legislative assembly of the Territory of Idaho, as follows:
.

•

•

ff

•

•

•

The foregoing prea,m ble and bill were passed at the fifteenth session
of the Idaho legislature. Fifty thousand dollars were appropriated for
the construction of said road. As Congress- has prohibited the ·Territorial legislature from passing special l~-a wise provision in most
cases-still there will often arise cases like the one above referred to,
where it is almost of vital importance that the Territorial legislature
should be allowed to appropriate n:itmey out of the Territorial treasury
for public improvements.
,
I would earnestly recommend the passage of the bill giving the necessary authority to the legislative assembly.
.

IRRIGATION.

The application of water to the arid lands of the Territory has demonstrated beyond question the greQ.t productiveness of the soil. Millions of acres of land in Idaho, plains and plateaus, once classified as a
great desert, have been proven to be as fine agricultural laind, wh-en·
irrigated, as found in any part of the United States.
The great problem has been and is now: How can water be conveyed
to lands lying high above, and in many localities far distant from, streams
from whence the water must be brought to- irrigate! Another grave
question is : How can the water that goes to waste for more than one.
half the year be garnered to be used during the season of irrigation f
These are questions that should be considered not for the present requirements only, but looking to the welfare of the generations to-f'ollow.
The vitality of agriculture and the peace and prosperity of those engaged in cultivating the soil are deeply concerned in the solution of this
great question, which has to-day a greater signincance to the settlement
of our lands and populating the Territories than· any other.
Prompt and decisive action should be taken looking to the control ~
and application of water under some well formulated system. Each
year's delay renders any general system more difficult, for the reason
that hundreds of additional water-rights have been filed. To reconcile
all those claiming priority of right is a question also to be considered
in the adoption of a general system.
I do not feel justified in giving n;iy views as to the best method of
handling this great and important question pending the report of the
Senate Committee on Irrigation.
Inasmuch as the act of Congress, at its last session, in making ~
liberal appropriation for the survey of the arid regions, with a view t<l
the supply ot' water for irrigation, was so expresse~ as to give prominence to resorvoirs and but slight reference to surveys for canals and
ditches, it was feared the Geological Bureau might so construe the act
as omitting canal BUrveys altogether. To counteract such a construe. tion, if found necessary, and to get the work of surveying begun in
Idaho as early as possible, were subjects of especial concern, and re-
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ceived imlhediate attention through a timely report made in Fe\)rnary
last to the Department, by the surveyor-general, presenting some of
the features of portions of Idaho which are similar to those of any
·other State or Territory. Thus was official attention directed to Idaho,
and an early commencement of irrigation surveys here satisfactorily.
obtained.
·
The action of the Senate in appointing an able and efficient committee of its members to visit, personally inspect, and report on the whole
subject of the reclamation. of our arid region will give .us strength in
the halls of Congress and educate the whole country to the fact that
our arid region has arable land enough for a kingdom, and our dry,
basaltic soil is the best in the world. Water is about all the fertilizer
it will ever need.
In accordance witn request made by Senator Stewart, chairman of
the Senate Commitree on Irrig~tion, to Surveyor-General Straughan,
and a similar request of MaJ: R. J. Hinton, irrigation e])gineer of the
Geological Survey Bureau, to me, requesting that facts and information
be obtained as to irriga'tion and arid lands in Idaho for presentation
to the Senate committee, circulars were issued by myself and the surveyor-general, early in June last, to representative citizens in each
county, to twenty-six deputy mineral surveyors, and the respective
county surveyors in the Tenitory, requesting'reports giving the area
and lQcati~n of arid lands, volume of water, ditches, etc., accomp~n'ied
by maps. Here tbey were, by Surveyor-~eneral Straughan, formulated
into one system. Maps were made of each county having irrigable
lands. An exhibit sheet1 showing all facts obtained as to each county,
was prepared, and the whole presented to the Senate committee at its
session held in Boise City, August ·17 last.
From the vast amount of information thus obtained from all parts of
Idaho, and from other sources, Surveyor-General Straughan has very
carefully prepared a complete report, by coi;inties, which is included with
that of myself in this report, and to which I refer you for detailed information on this subject.
In this connection I desire to express the thanks of both SurveyotGeneral Straughan and myself to the gentlemen in all parts of our Territory, who have so fully and so kindly furnished the information ancl
data necessary to the preparation of the report upon irrigation and
arid lands. The thanks of myself and the people of Idaho are especially
doe to Surveyor-General Straughan for the time, laborious work, patient
and careful attention given to the collection of authentic data and preparation of reports and maps, and for which, I am pleased to say, he
Wai highly complimented by the honorable gentlemen comprising the
Senate Committee on Irrigation.
OFJl'ICE OJI'

U. 8.

SURVEYOR-GENERAL,
DISTRICT OJI' ID.A.HO,

Boise City, October 8, 1889.
Sm: In compliance with your request I have the honor to submit herewith a report upon irrigation and arid lands in Idaho.
The matter is one of gravest importance to this Territory. Irrigation to the extent
of the normal .flow otstreams has reached its limit in several counties, while in some
it bu been overdone notwithstanding the fact that we have 8,791,350 acres of good
agricultural land capable of reclamation by water, of which only 740,350 acres are
now reel~imed and _in p~ess ofreolam~tion, being only 8 per cent. of what might 1!8
aocom)tlished. Thie estimate does not mclude the large areas of agricultural land m
Idaho, Kootenai L. Li Nei; Perce, and Shoshone Counties, which are not arid and do
not require r 1 t 1,11 irr1u-, ion except to a l1mit.ed extent; nor does it include a conaiderable ar,· • i 1 ,, lu r pur ions of the Ter:ritory where the elevation is moh as to in.ore raao-ta J
• n fi
1.J growing of crops:
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Thus it appear,s that about 8,051,000 acres o~ irrigable land-now arl~-bel-Ong_ to
the Government and ever will belong as a heritage for sage-brush and Jack.rabbits,
until storage res~rvoirs and main canals a~e construoted.
.
It therefore remains for Congress to devise the plan ana formnJate the proceedings
by which this water, which is in excessive abundance, shall be brought to these
lands and maintained and controlled for the greatest good to the greatest number.
Hundreds of millions of po11pds sterling have gone and ar~ still going from England to India where every available site for a canal.is being occupied by an English
joint-stock cJmpany. They realize from 8 to 25 per cent. on their stock, and each
one improves annually as an inve_stment.
.
The fever caused by this suc~ess i!l India bas exte~ded ~o tbe JJnited ~tate~, but
the methods of joint-stock compames do not bannomze w!tb our repubhca_n 1<leas.
Local control in tha hands of the land owners concerned might be arranged, 1,t would
seem, to suit every irrigation basin. leaving nothing more to be desired._
The plan I have adoptfld for presenting this subject hy counties, rathei; t,han irrigation districts or water-sheds, is the same astbatinmyreportmadetotbe Unit~dStates
Senate Committee on Irrigation, Angust 17 last. But that report was accompanietl
by county maps or diagrams to illustrate, whereas this report, 1D the form submitted,
is best suited to the needs of the people in Idaho who are familiar with all the localities named. The reports also differ in that the one first referred to sought tQ ~mbrace
the largest possible amount of facts for the future use of Government irrigation engineers in the field, whilst this report will present to the Hou. Secretary of the Interior,
as well as to our own people, a full conception of the immense possibilities in store for
each one of our counties and for Idaho as a whole.
ADA COUNTY.

Area of the county •••••••••••••••••••• _••••••••••••••••••••• square miles..
2,424
" irrigated •••••••••••••••••• - •••••••••••• _••• _••••••••••••••••. acres.. 60 1 000
•• irrigabl6' ••••••••• ,••••••••.•.•..•••.•••••. _••••••••••••••••.••••• do.. 900, 000
Canals from Boise River, 9; total length, 140 miles; proposed, 130 miles.
Canals from Payette River, 4; total length, 66 miles; proposed, 120 mikls.
l!,or the 250 miles proposed in this county, extensive and elaborate surveys and estimates have been made and their management is placed in the hands of capable, energetic men. As these canals will be of great capacity and occupy a high level the
whole of the arable portion of Ada County seems likely to be soon irrigated and settled up with ten or fifteen times its present population. .
·
ALTURAS COUNTY.

Area of county. - ................................. -~ •••••••••••• square miles..
2,100
Area, irrigated •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _•..• _••••• _•••••• _•. acres.. 1'4. 500
Area, irrigable •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -··· •••••••••••• do .• 268,000
Lost River:
Acree.
Irrigated •.••••••••••••••••• 6,000
Irri~able ••••••••••••••••••• 100,000
Wood River:
Irrigated .••••.•••••••••••••
7,000
Irrigable ••••••••••••••••••• 12,000
Trail Creek :
Irrigated ..••....•..........
500
Irrigable··-·-· ............. . 1,000
Deer Creek:
Irrigated . . _•••••••••••••••• 1,000
Irrigable ••• _••••••••••••••• 2,500

Other small creeks:
Acree.
Irrigated .••••••••••••••••••
1;000
Irrigable .•••..•••••••••••••• 2,500
Lava bed plains:
Irrigable ................... . 150,000

=

1'otal irrigated . • • • • • • •• • • 14,500
Totalirrigable ••••••••••. 268,000

_The valleys in this co~nty are not wide, exc~pting ,those of Big and Little Losi
Rivers and the great plams or Lava Desert, which absorb those rivers even at theit
flood tide. Except for the reason just mentioned there is an abundant supply usually, until ab?ut July 1, after which the supply is deficient, and the only resort must
be to. reservoir storage. For this purpose a number of sites have beAn found, and their
locatwns reported to the Bureau of Geological Survey for technical examination.
Storage for the needs o~ Logan Connty must also be provided here.
The valleys of Lost River and the so-caUed Lava Desert are said to contain 150 000
acr~s of ~ood land, ~ow wholly destitute of water, even for stock. The mountain
dramage_ mto these rivers embraces certainly 11000,000 acres, or five times more than
enough, if properly stored and utilized. Even in :flood times all this water finds snb~rranean channels, tlt~ locations of _which are but partially discovered, their geajo~1cal features only snrml8ed, and thetr remedy a matter of vague suggestion. As this
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Considering that most of this work has been clone within the past t~o.oY.i~ree
years and that the progress at th.is time is m<;>re rap.id tha~ ~ver before, it 1s fair ~
conclude that within a comparatively short time thu, remammg two and a half nnllions of acres will be under cultivation.
It is well that the people of Bingham have from t~e first paid m?re attention to
agriculture and less to mining. They are demonstratmg that ~ven m Idaho, where
there is gold in every bill and valley, yet in our sage- brrrsh. plams are the best paying mines.
.
With so great a body of irrigable lands above the American Falls 1t was feared by
those, who first began to collect facts and study the fea~ures of the country with the
view to irrigation that this region above the falls might ~onsum? all the water,
leaving none, o.r but little, to be conveyed by canals to the high plams farther down
Snake ]liver Valley. Fortunately, however, nature has placed a dam of hard iraprock across the whole valley from foot-hill to foot-hill, at the American _Falls, thus
compelling all the waters above it, whether in open streams or filtering through the
soil, to collect together again and P!ISS over at the Falls, losing nothing.of it,s normal
volume e~cept tlie loss by evaporation.
_
.
The irrigation surveys by the Geological Bureau of the Government are now bemg
vigorously prosecuted, unc).er competent supervision, in- Bear Lake and Bingham
Counties, which will disclose all the features pertaining to a water supply, and point
out what works are needed and the cost of construction.
·_
BOISE COUNTY.

Total area of cou:Qty, 3,024 square miles.
.
This county embraces the north half of the basin drained by the North Fork of
Boise and the entire upper basin of the Payette Rivers, and is generally hilly and
mountainous.
The only considerable bodies of farming land are Long Valley, on the North Fork
of Payette, and in the Payette Valley, below the junction of the North Fork. The
first is estimated at 60 miles in length by 9 miles in width. The latter consists of 4
isolated settlemtints of from 30 to 50 famlies each.
Settlement commenced in Long Valley only five years ago. The population is now
estimated at 900, and many extensive ditches are now built and in proeess of 'construction.
The conditions here are peculiar. On the east are high extensive mountains1 affording late summer irri~ation on that side of the valley, while upon the west side the
mountains do not afford late irrigation, but the river water is very accessible and
al ways abundant. •
Another peculiarity exists in the soil or the climate,_ for only about one-half as
much water is required here as in Ada or other counties.
·
The inhabitants here have formed associations for constructjpg and operating their
own ditches, and say they need no outside aid to reclaim aJl the irrigable land in the
valley. They deprecate and distru~t such aid as an unnecessary interference, and
say that theit "home system'' has all the strength needed to do the workt .with the
flexibility in the control to correct errors or redress grievances promptly.
This valley of the North Fork of the Paiette, in its geographical position, its direct
northerly cour.-e and its moderate fall, 1s very inviting as a railroad line,- which,
when built, can not fail to secure a fair traffic at once. Where a railroad ought to be
constructed there is capital waiting to build such, aed this route will not long remain unoccupied and unnoticed.
The south. portion of Boise County is very prodtlcti ve in mineral but nearly worthless for agnculture. On the upper waters of Moore's Creek are situated the great
"Boise Ba.sin" placer mines wherf'I at one time, eighteen or twenty thollSand men
might be counted washing out, with primitive appliances, more than $60,000,000
worth of gold. The tailings cover all the valleys 15 to 20 feet deep. The hills to
their very tops are terraced with ditche~, and th~ gulches everywhere spanned with,
old flumes now mostly neglected and gomg to rum, not because of exhaustion of the..
mineral we~ltht but because of insufficiency_ of wat~r and its storage.
All the hills m an area of 400 square miles are good placer ground if plenty_of
water for bed-rock flumes were available. It is said that this might be brought from
upper &nth }'ork of Payette through a gap near Pioneerville, but such would be a
'
coatly undertaking.
Main canals built and building, 37 miles, exclusive of those in the settlement of
Garden Valley, Squaw Creek, Horse-shoe Bend and Squaw Creek flnt.
Aorea.

Area irrigated ancl in proc088 ..••••...•••••••••...•••.••••.•••• ----- · -----·

83,506
Additional irrigable land .••••••••..•• __ •.•••••. __ ••.••••••.•••...•• - - •.•• - 262, 000
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CASSIA. COUNTY.

Total area of county, 5,100 sqnare miles, or 3,264,000 acres.
One-half of this county is undulating, produ~ing- good .grase; one-fourth is leTol
farming land, and one-fourth is µigb mountains, where mnch snow accnmnlatea <hiring the winter.
Length of canals and ditches ..•••.. . ••••...•••..•••.•.•...••..••••• miles..
314
. umber of canals and ditches........................... .•.•.. •••. •••. .•..
303
Irrigated land .•••••••••••••.•••••.••••.•••.•.•.••..••..•..•...••••. acres.. 82,000
Irrigable land .•..••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••...•••••••.••••..••• do ... 655,000
Besides the land above reported as irrigable there is a large body of rolling t>)ains
on t,he upper part of Saknon Falls River Valley, estimated at three-fourths of a million
acres, situated too high to be reached with water except ftom far up Snake River, or
by a cnnal through the Salmon Falls River canon. The land is good, bntitsreclama·
tion is thus made"ancertain.
Oal)' the strE'lams from the mountains on the south of this county are available, awl
these are now fully utilized by the inhabitants to the fall extent of their natural flow,
without reservoirs. , They have a great abundance of water usually until the latter
part of June, and thereafter but very little. On this account and without reservoirs
irrigation in this count,y has reached its maximum as now practiced, and the tendency
at ~resent is for the settlements to become smaller instead of larger.
1he reclamat,ion of all t,his body of fine land must principally come from Snake
River at a point 600 or 700 feet higher than it is at Starrh's Ferry~ or from a system
of xeKervoirs to impound the watel' at points so situated as to readily cover all the
land of value, and sufficient in size to pei-fect the entire crops on all the lands, to their
full watnrity.
Sites for about 25 reservoirs, covering-areas from 20 to 2,000 acres each, with depth
of water varying from 15 to 30 feet, have been found-iu all sufficient for the 737,000
acres above reported as irrigable, the whole to be obtained at a cost not exceeding
80 cents per acre on the land thus benefited. Of these reservoirs a few may be selected
that wonld cost $50,000, which would relieve the present settlers and add 10,500 acres
to the irrigated lands.
The water 'Which nature supplies the earth is not measured in Idaho by the num·
her of vertical inches of rain-fall during the year, but by the number of feet in dept,h
of (compact) snow covering the mountains and high table.lauds in the spring. This
seldom fails to reach 6 to~ feet, but in the winter of 1888-'89 the falli:ag off wa~ unprecedented. The best record of this falling off was reported, by Mr. Thomas A.
St~rrb, whose observations were upon Snake. River, 1J,t his ferry. Here the river is
800 feet wide, and the usual rise in the sprfog is 6.6 to 7 feet; this year it was ouly 2
feet. When it is considered that as the stream rises higher and higher the currmt
becomes more and more rapid, we may conclude that Snake River did not convey more
than one-fourth its usual quantity of water, and its season was also correspondingly
shortened. ~till there was water enOllJh for all Idaho had it been held back by some
sy15tem of retention nntil needed for irrigation.
CUSTER COUNTY,

Total area, 4,:JSO sq a are miles.
This county has three distinct agricultural valleys, which embrace the princi1tal
portion of its irrigable lands.
Lost River Valley for about 45 miles in length and 6 miles in width lies in the
eouthero part. Pahsimeroi on the northeast has a valley about 45 miles long by 10
miles wide; and Round Valley, on the Salmon River, near the center of the county, is
about 10 miles in diameter, in which Challis, the county seat, is situated.
Lost River Valley :
A.ores.
Irrigated...... • • • • • • • . • • • • • 8, 000
Irrigable .•••••••••••••• • ••• 164,000
Pabsimeroi Valley:
Irrigated...... • • • • • • . • • • • . 10, 000
Irrigable...... • • • • • • • • . • • • • 240, 000

Round Valley :
Aora
Irrigated...... • • • • • • • . . • • • • 6, 000
Irrigable ••••..••..••••••••. 42,000

=

Total irrigated...... . . • • • 24, 000
Total irrigable . • • • • . • • •• • 446, 000

,il or theee valleye ie of superior quality, and though high in elevation they
prot, , 11 by moQntain ran~ that immense herds of cattle, hol'8e8, and sheep
h n i I t p tn ,,. through the winter. No railroad line is in or near thie
: , ,,or,· of ·111i~r.1 t travel through it. Even tbeGoTeromentsorveys haT•
mdu , l it, nut l the present seasou some surveys are being made in the Lost
tit .. 1 h1· oul. encouragement the settlers have is the excellence of soil, their
t
h ir proaperous mining camps, and in theirsalobrioosclimate. Their
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season for irri a.ti on is not a long one, and it is probabl? that .canals around. these val;
le 8 on a sysJm of total circumv-ection would be sufficient w_ithout r~serv.oir storage,
alleast until the whole reclaimable area'shall becom~ qccup1ed~- It 1s estimated that
about 220 miles of canal would do this, and that it would have no aqueducts or costly
mechanical structures; that all the surplus water _from the-gulches could be passed
over weirs constructed of rough stone, everywhere a~ 'hand, and that the cost of tbe
,whole would not reach $1 per acre on the land 1:1upphed.
ELMORE COUNTY,

Total area of county, 2,700 square miles.
North of the base line the surface in this county is mountainomJ_and unfit for cultivation, except about 20,000 acres aloJ?-g South Boise R!ver. The soil is here very
productive and may be irrigatJ3d by ditches from the river at an expense of about
tlO,OOO.
· 1·mes rap1
• 'dly t oward S nak e
South of the base line in Elmore County the sur f:ace me
River and is part of the great valley ?f that stream containing ~5~ squa_re !llil~s,
210 000 acres of which is very good farmmg lay.d. The creeks traversmg this district
flo~ from the low range of mountains skirting the south side of South Boise River,
which do not keep up the fl.ow of water ~ong .in the .spring: To irrig~te this fine t~act
of country a belief existed that water might be brought through this range of hills;
but upon examination and survey, it is E!aid to have been found very expensive. It
therefore seems imperative that this portion of Elmore County must look to Snake
River at some point above the ·American Falls for its irrigation.
There are no canals or ditches in this ~ouhty, except such as are supplied by springs,
which are distributed to quite a number of ranches with astonishing results; four
crops of alfalfa yielding 8 tons of hay per acre in one season is reported.
In this county, about 12 miles southwest of Rocky Bar, Mr. A. D. Foote, engineer
in charge of the United States irrigation survey in Idaho, has discovered locatiOlls
for five great reservoirs with an average capacity of nearly J,000,000,000 cubio feet of
water. Nature made these reservoirs, now slightly out of repair, b1,1t at small expense they may be again re~tored. These reservoirs can not serve to irrigate any: of
Elmore County; but as tributaries of Boise River they will abumlantly re-enforce
that stream to irrigate the half million acres of farming lands in Ada County, 1f this
pl3n shall be found cheaper than by extending the great Snake River canal.
In this connection provision should be made to sapply wi-th-w~ter the extensive
placer grounds lying along Snake River just above its confluence with Boise River.
Acres;

t::tl~i:ti!:::::: ::::::-::::: ::::::: :::::: ::::::::::::::::·:::::: :: :::::: 2:~ggg
LEMHI COUNTY,

Total area, -1,300 square miles.
The total area of this county is about 2,750,000 acres, of which the irrigable por"'.
tion is estimated by the county surveyory Hoo • .J. W. Birdseye, at 500,000 acres, or
18 per cent. of the whole. Its principal streams are the Salmon and Lemhi Rivers,
the valleys of which contain most of the irrigable lan:d, lying in two planes; the
lower one, not much above the level of the river, being eas_ily irrigated, contains
most of the present popnlatiou; but the upper one, called "the -bench" lands, situated upon a plane 50 to 100 feet above the river~ is yet unimproved, although the
soil for most purposes is considered preferable. The expense of bringing the river
water uv.on the '' bench lands'' is too great for the settlers, and the water from the
small trilmtaries will pot affor<l a lasting supply unless held back in storage reservoirs. For this purpose many sites favorable for construction of reservoirs have been
located; but, as is the case in several other counties, irrigation surveys and estimates
mnst be made before an intelligent decision can be reached, as between the supply
from local lateral streams impounded, or from the main rivers through long and large
canals.
For the re-enforcement of the Lemhi River there is a very good site for a large res-ervoir at its head, near the county line, from which point to the mouth of the Lemhi
the valley descends at an average rate of 40 feet per mile, thus giyin~ the hydrographic eoglneer easy opportunity to cover with water every arable acre m the valley.
To cover the "bench lands» along the Salmon River,- if the river be the source of
supply, no reser-v-oirs would be needed; and, as the fall is oply about 15 feet per mile
a few long canals, instead of frequent short ones, would probably be adopted.
'
The plan of ireqoe::it ditches, one higher than another, and covering·it, as it were, is
not d~irable, th~ low lands being in danger of an uncontrollable oversupply and
excessive saturat10n.

417
but for the larger buhof' the nnreclaimed lands in Oneida County main cam_1,ls
high level must be consinacted; notably, in townships 14 and 15 south, range 38
.
t a body of 40 000 acres awaits a canal from Bear River.
The report fro~ this counttffta.tes that a syndicate.is organized in Utah for monop-:
olizing the waters of Bear River, with the purpose of carrying it ~nto that Territoi:Y
for disposal a,gainst which 11.i!ffrsion from Idaho the people of Oneida County protest;
About 20 'ooo acres of irriga.bl land in this county.are in Snake River :Valley out-·
side the Fo~t Hall Indian Reservation, which all depends upon the proposed canal
from that nver.
0

.Acres.

Area now irrigated in Oneida •.•••••.• - •• ; -- •••••.. _. ----·· •••••• -- --· - ~---- 38,800
Area irrigable and unreclaimed ............ - • - • • • -••• -•••.• - -- •• - ••• ~ •• - - • - • 148~ 000
The benefits of irrigation are nowhere in Idaho more clea-rly apparent than in
Oneicm County, nor the process of its utilization anyw.here bett.er understood. Their
plan of ownership and control of the water• by those 'who are the consumers works
well here, where· the associations are small,,and probably would work as well on a
scale very much larger.
OWY~E COUNTY.

'l'otal area, 7,812 square miles.
• In this•count:v irrigation has reached the extent possible by the present settlers
and from the natural supply of the local streams. Its arable lands are mainly in the
great valley of Snake Rrver, and, like the rest of the valley below the American
Falls, they are so high above that river's channel that the water supply for irriga. gating these lands must come from some point above the falls, or f~m the lateral
streams coming in from the mountains. Fn>m this latter source there is no question
as to the abundance of' water if sufficient storage be provided, and for this purpose
good sites have been found for most of the n6eded localities.
As the waters of these lateral streams in Owyhee County subside about one month
earlier than those of Snake Rrver, a corresponding increase of storage capacity will be
necessary. This and tae existence of cafions at point$ at a.nd below the foot-hills will
probably complicate the subject of the water snpply in this county and call for more
exploration and more eng-ineering skill than in any other part of Idaho. .&very
careful hydrographic survey is here necessary.
·
Area irrigated .•••••.••••.• ,. ......................................... acres.. 21,300
Area irrigable ........................ -·· ........ ,. ••• ; .•••••••• __ •••••• do •••• 24~-, 500
Number of ditches ............................. ............. _...... •• • • • . • • • •
66
Total length of ditches ...•••••••••.•••••.•,••••••••••••••.••••••• ,. •••• miles..
153
About 50 miles of small ditchesz also about 60 miles of ditches used for mining and
milling purposes, are not include<1 in the above.
WASHINGTON COUNTY.

Total area, 2,900 square miles.
,
This county is bounded on the east by a low range-0fmountains, and on the west
by Snake River, whioh is in a deep valley too low to be brought out for irrigation.
The irriga'hle lands of this_county lie in a horse-shoe form, being about 100 miles
&round its outer limitst and 30 miles across the chord of its inner segment, embracing
an area estimated at a half million acres, less tha.n one-tenth of wbich is yet irrigated,
and that which is irrigated is bqt poorly supplied with wat.er. 1'mproved lands here
that have water are worth $20 per acre.
.
Tp.e mountains that s'!lpply this vall~y with water are not high nor extensive;
their snows melt away 111 the early sprmg; the :flood water is soon gone, ~nd the
long, dry season then commences. The inhabitants of the lower v.alley find that the
settlers above them can absorb all the water at ;this season when it is most needed.
On this subject Hon. T. C. Gallowa&, of Weiser, says:
,
." U1;lless mean~ are devis~d fo~ holding back, and a better way established for distnbntmg ~nd using, water m this county, the larger and longer ditches will be abandoned, while the smaller ones will become sources of strife and litigation."
Tqe Weiser River with its 25 tributaries are all within this county, and the county ,
em1:>races the ~~ole ?f th~ W~iser drainage, and no more. It is therefore a separate
dramage :3ind. irr1gat1on d1str1ct,. the storage system the only possible plan, and it in
this l?cal1ty 1s a great and pressmg :want. Sites for storage reservoirs are reported
to exist on almoet e~ery tributary to Weiser River, and the work of improving them ·
ought to begin at once.
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Here is a county exactly comprising one irrigation district aod no more, where the
storage system only can be adopted", and where no conflicts with Qther interests do or
ever can exist; where there are 40 miles of main ditches covering 40,000 acres now improved bnt only feebly supplied with water, and where ten times as much morA good
land lies a hopeless desert. Action might here he taken without delay or. further investi~a.tioo, as well now as at some future period, to construct these reservoirs and
test tne plan .oflocal control at the same time.
Coogress might grant the remaining GovernmAnt land in this county that can be
irrigated to the county- authorities, to aid in the construction of the .reservoirs and
ma.in canals; authorize the county commissioners to issue $400,000,in "water bonds"
and to construct ano control the necessary works under iron-clad regulations governing the expenditures and accounts thereof. The net procee~sfrom the sale of lands
and water rents would soon pay off t!ie bonded indebtedness, and pay the Government its price for the land also, if that be desired. The tax-duplicateofWashin(J'ton
County would soon foot up $10,000,000, and the water rents furnish a perpetual fund
sufficient for all county purposes: To the people of the county.it would socially prove
a blessing, to the county itself a speculation, and to the Government a much needed
and very valuable experiment on the great problem of irrigation and water control-.
The immediate surrender of this isolated basin by the Government would no$ interfere with the plans or prospects of any other locality, nor is there any cause for
awai ing the surveys of this (or indeed any otqer) region, while there is cause for
hastening to relieve the present settlers·from impending distress.
Land partly irrigated •• _••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••. acres.. 40, 000
Land irrigable ••••••.••••.••• __ •••• ___ . __ ••••••••• ____ .• ___ .••.•.•.•. do ••• 500,000
Main ditches .•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••• number..
5
Aggregate length ••••••••••••.•• _•••• _••• ____ •••••• _•••••• _•••••••• miles..
40
There are also numerous small ditches ~ich have no.t been repo~d.
IDAHO, SHOSHONE, NEZ PERCES, LA.TAR, AND KOOTENAI COUNTms.

Reports from these counties all agree in describing the surface .of the country all
being intersected by rivers, which lie too far below the arable plains for theb
waters to be brought out for irrigation:
·
Besides this, the rain-fall 1s usually sufficient for all agricultui-al purposes, and very
satisfactory crops of grain, grass, ve~etables, and fruits grow and mature even as far
north as Bonn~r's Ferry, on Kootenai River, ·in Kootenai County. Some of the upland
prairies are extensive, composed of a warm gravel and loam soil; timber is never inconvenient, and with a climate humid enough for the farmer there is nothing to prevent the formation of dense and prosperous settlements, except the want of water
for stock and ·domestie use.
From the great Camas Prairie in Idaho County, and the prairie between Hayden
and Fish' Lakes in Kootenai County, come no complaints for want of water for irrigation, but they do want water for their stock, and urgently request that the Government sink artesian wells at a few widely separated looalities as expe]iimental. They
are too poor " to take the chances," but not too poor to sink such wells for themselves
when they know the cost and have a reasonable certainty of water.
In the prairie last named three wells have been sunk at a distance of 3 and 5 miles
apart, to the depth of 172, 225, and 311 feet, respectively, and some wat.Ar obtamed in
each by pumping, but it is believed an artesian flow might be obtained at the depth
of 1,000 or 1,200 feet.
AB the Lewiston apd Coeur d'Alene land district>R are not by the General Land Office
classed as '' desert " land districts and the means C>f irrigation are not needed nor asked
for, the oall 1!,pon the Government for experimental artesian wells is not without pre,cedent nor without abundant need. There are many smaller prairies in tMse counties equally desirable for settlement and equally dependent on outside aid in this
direction1 in all of which population and improvement would soon follow the succel!8ful eearon for water. Nothing more is wanted and nothing more is wanting.
The mining interest.a in th.is pan-handle of Idaho are rapidly advancing, and the
demand for agricultural supplies is correspondingly on the increase. The way t,o
'' open op" these lands to eettlement and t,o supply the increasing mining camps is
by the means of experimental artesian wells.
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.B6capUulation.
Acres

Acres
The
Total
irrigable irri~a.ble area reas re~a~d now claimable.
proceeaas ported.
1rngated.
reported.

Approxi, irrigated
mate
area..

Counties.

and in

Sq. milBB. Number.
Aaa . . . • .. . . . . . • . . . • . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . • . . . .. . . . . .
Alturas* .... • • •••• •• .... •• ....... ... • • ..........
Bear Lake . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • . .. • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • . .
Binghamt .......................................

2, 424
2, 100
fl, 300
12,36i

60, 000
14,500
21, 500
284,750

Elmore ..........................................
Lemhi................................... . . •. . . . .

,, 300

2, 700

Owyhee . • . • • . . • • . • . •• •• ••• • • • . ...................
Washington.....................................

5, 200
2, 600
7,.812
2,900

-10, 000
10, 000
50, 000
38, 800
21, 300
40,000

Total........................... . ..........

56, 174

7'°, 850

Nwm.ber.

2::n~~:::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: H~ ·i;

Logan...... • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . .. • • • • • • • .. .. .
Oneida . • • .. • .. • • .. •.. • .. • • .. .. .. • • • .. • • • .. • • • • • •

1

900,000
268,000
40,000
2,503,600
26'a,OOO
655,000
446,000
230,000
60C,OOO
1,250,000
148,000
248,500
500;000
8,051,000

Percent. Percent.
6.25
5.13
35.5
10.5
24
lLl
5.1
4.2
1.64:
2.6
20.8
8
7.4
9;2

62
21
74
35.b
18
22.5
17
14.
22.2
89
11.2
42
29

24

* Much on Lost Riv.er and lava Qed.
t This area includes the lake.
f Much of this is " i~ prooesll."

The counties of Idaho, Kootenai, Latah, Nez Perces,'and Shoshone, as before stated,
are not arid and require very little irrigation, hence are not included in the above
tabulated statement.
I am, air, very,mspeotfully, yours,
JOSEPH C. STRAUGHAN,
U. 8, Sur,,,eyor.GeneraZjor Idaho.

To His Excellency GEORGE L. SHOUP1
Governor of Idaho, Boise City.
COAL.

Vigorous attention has beep. given during the past year to prospecting for coal mines, with promising results. I have just examined a ~iece
of coal taken from a mine recently discovered, 20 miles from Boise City.
~
.
.
The vein is reported to be 4°½ feet thick.
Discoveries hav.e been made in Washington, Latah, Kootenai, Idaho,.
Nez Perces, Bingham,. and Lemhi Counties, and probably in other
counties not yet reported. The development is not su~cient to justify
an estimate of the value of these mines. It is fair to predict, however,
that some of them will prove to be valuable.
MINERAL SPRINGS.

The soda springs at Soda Springs·station on the Oregon Short Line
Railway, Bingham County, are attracting wide attention. It is only.
recently that the superiority·of this mineral water over that of other
springs became notable. Bottling and shipping this water as an article
of commerce has reached that standard as to be entitled to notice. I
am informed by the agent in charge that to, 700 cases have been bottled
and shipped for consumption during the year. Oases contain 50 bottles
each. · It is predicted that double the above amount will be consumed
during the uext year.
SALT SPRINGS.

About 60 miles northeast of Soda Springs, in a small side vallev,
the old Lander
which opens into Salt Oreek, near what is known

as
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emigrant road, leading from South Pass to Oregon, are the salt springs
of Oneida County.
The producing capacity of these springs is placed at 4,500 pounds
per day. Idaho obtained its principal supply of dairy and table salt
from these springs from 1866 until the completion of. railroads in the
Territory.
.
The cost of transportation to shipI?ing points was too great to compete with these roads, and the result 1s that the salt product from the
springs has for the present ceased; but, in the near future, it is fair to
assume that these works will be made to furnish, upon a larger scale
than ever, a superior article of salt to supply home consumption.
METEOROLOGIC.AL.

I am indebted to Sergt. William A. Korts, U. S. Signal Corps, Bois~
City, Idaho, for complete data from the,records in his office from Janaary, 1878, to June, 1889.
· This station is an important one, and should be continued. In past
years there was complaint of the. difficulty. of getting prompt reports,
No blame was attached to the officer in charge; there being but one
wire, it frequently occurred that there was delay in transmission. This
difficulty will in a short time be overcome, as the Western Union is
now st1inging·a wire from Pocatello to this city. I annex the sergeant's
report.
Mettorologi<Ja,Z data from the reoords of the United States Signal Offi<Je, Boise City, Idaho
Dash indlcat.es temperature below ~ro.

Wind.

Temperature.
0
~ ga,

~

llonth
and
year.

a

j .Bdi

a ~
a
fJ j ·s
a,

~

s:,

s:,

a J
-a .e

~

~

)1

- --Jan.

Dtg Dig_. DB{/
M
7 84
s 26
53
57
13 38
52
13 30
3 24
49
49 ,-'n 21
62
20 28
188'
1886 . .•• 59 -7 2'
1886 . . • . 63 - 1 28
16 86
1887 .•••• 116
1888 .••• 61 -28 18
2 24
1889 .... 47

1878 •••••
1879 •••••
1BRO ••••
1881.. ••
1882 ••••
1883 •••••

.....

)1

)1

~

:g

0a,
""

J -= •
fi
! !
a,

~

:3

No. No. P.c.
17
28
12
25
30
28
30
28
25
2'
25
31

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

8
7
25
12
16
28
19

0 tl1
0 tl1
0 70
0 74
0 81
0 80
0 79

66
74

66
74
86

84
81
82
83

77
78
76

8.
8.
SB.

NW.

w.

NW.

w.

SB.

SE.

SE.
NW.
N.

.t- . ~s.:.
·a
;:a
Q

'i
I>-

a

s:,

-~r:

~

~~

-;
~a
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~a

Number of days.

I

~

~

a
a,
!;

a
3
Q
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NW.
24
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8,'42
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2.0
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NE.
20
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18
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20
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6 10
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9 11 11
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8 13 10
2. 89
s 13 15
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7 16
8
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6. 0
6.0
5.0
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10
7

~
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14

9
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13
6
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5.7
6.5
6.1
7,1
6.2

u
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1878 .• . . • lY1
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1879
1880 .•••
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1881
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;;

....

1 ..

.,7

- - •• 1 -;.

l
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!5 ••• :·
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,:,
~

~
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&
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-
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0
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0
0
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I

l

0
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n
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NW.
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NW.
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:a
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SE.BB.
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NW.
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SB.
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&,877
3,634
8,615
8,328
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2,036
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2;303
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2.18
1.42
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L73

1
2
5
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8 16 14 at
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8
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L20 16
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6 7 16 17 8. ~
0.94 15 8
5
8
L13
13 11 10 IU
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6
0.0&
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7
I

'

'

'

•

'
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Meteorological data from records of United States Signal Office, Boise City, Idaho-Cont'd;

0

<N
CQ

~

'.Month
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~
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8
0
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1878•••••
1879 •••••
1880 •••• ,
1881. ••••
1882 •.•••
1883 .•••
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1885 .....
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0 62
7
26 48
75
0 60
2
27 47
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0 64
10 37 22
64
0 66
27 44, 10
76
0 73
9 37 22
78
28 46 12
0 65
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6
0 69
29 44
59
28 46
8
0 62
68
22 40 22
0 61
69
0 60
24 48 10
74
0 60
18 43 21
66
7,&
5
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30 50
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78
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68
72
74
74
86
88
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32
30
32
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18
36
28
29
22
25
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1878 ••••• 86
1879 ••••. 79
1880 ••••• 83
1881 ..... 88
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1887 ••••• 97
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June,
1878·•••• , 96
1679 •••.• 93
1880 .•.•• 91
1881.. ••• 90
1882 ..... 95
1883 .•••• 98
1884 ..... 95
1885. -~-- 99
1886 ..... 96
1887 ..... 95
1888 .•••• 90
1889 ..... 98
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cl)

ll4

s.

SE.
SE.

w.
w.

w.

SE.
SE.
SE.
SE.
SE.
W.

8
0
2
0
5
13
0
2
5
6
4
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

53
53
62
59
61
76
61
56
59
56
46
49

N.
NW.

1
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
6
1
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
4
0
1

53
52
54

N.,NW.
NW.
NW.

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

3
1
2
0
5
8
2
3
5
3
0
7

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

13
6
11
14
16
17
B
12
14

SE.

w.
w.

NW.
NW.
:NW.
NW.
NW.

w.
w.

-~

·a
0

~

I>-

ap
-~

"'
~

]If.ls.
24

36
28
20
28
28
23
23
30
24
32
33

cri

'g~
~~

-~1
-<-?~

~S'
~p

l§
~~

Al3

~cl)

~

-~

a

i

;-~

0

P--t

Mile11. Inch.
E.
SE.
NW.,SE.

w.

SE.

8E.

NW.
NW.
NW.
NW.

w.

w.

' NW.
28
NW.
28
32
NW.
20
w.
29
28 Nll:slw.
28
NW.
27 ·
SE.
24
NW.
28
E.
40
25 W.,NW.

w.

~

.s
0

3,169
5,081
5,082
4,269
4,311
· 2,598
4,370
2,792
4,666
3,433
4,506
3,543

1.63
3.04
0.50
0.64
1.54
0. 28
2.'78
0.03
0.82
1.33
0. 51
1.03 .

~c!,
~

;a

~

~.
i=

0

P--t

6

cl)

:s i2; j s
-- - -

E-1

~,.:_
i=~

~
i=

'1:l

3
4
8
14
8
19

7
23
11
11
7
7

0

~

20
10
8

8
17
15
4
8

3

15
9
13 '1~
1
7
16
4
7 13
13 11
16
~

cl)

<P.i,
tll).,

t.!3 "'IIJ
!;,
~ ~
~

-

-

9
14'
4
10
10
2
19
2
10
6

7
11

5.0
7.0
6.0
2.0
5.0
2.8
5,9
1.9
4.4
5.6
5.2
4.7

3,496
5,1'4
5,151.
3,290
5,064
3,973
3;855
3,673
4,556
8,694
3,328
3,292

·7 12 11
7 5.0
6 '15
0 9 5.0
8 10· 12 11 6.0
5
6 2.0
1. 34
6 l!J
8
'2.33 ·9 13
8. 5.1
0,61 10
11 10 5.5
~o. 78 10 15·, 5 9 4..4
3 2.3
0.09 10 10
1
9 13 '5,2
2. 43
8 18
4- 1, 12
7 6.1
1.54
o. 12 10 16 4. 3 3. 7
8 4.8
1.72' 9 16 , 5

4,632
3,955
5,145
¾,291
4,985
3,899
3,670
3,230
3,122
3,259
3,379
3,929

1. 18
o. 92
l. 57
0.07
o. 34
2.12
0.92
3.14
0.61
0.51
0.94
2. 76

8
1
5
11
12
11
1-6
14
15
9
12
6

3,584 ·0.86
3,993 1.43
3,413 0.11
3,281 .0.29
3,507 0. 29
3,817 0.20
3,254 3.41
3,005 1.08
3,302 0.44
1,778 1.5il
2,253 3.24
B, 175 0.19

10
6
13

0.37
1,4i

1.50

May.

36.
38
31
~

37
26
26
32
34

57
55
53
58
58
56
61
59
59
60
60
59

50

53
60

65
63
52
52
50
54

w.
w.

24
28
28
28
28
28
23
24
20
33
26
32

N;

24

w.

w.

NW.
NW.
NW.
NW.
NW.

NW.
NW.

~w;

w.

NW.
SE.

NW.

NW.
NW.,N.
NW.
NW.

w.

14

16
13

13
15
18
13
1~
I

43
41
40
38

70
64

34,

66

44
4,8
41
40
38
40
45

69
67
64
67
63

44
46
43
41
46
53
40
48
51

"

41
'3

64

64

64

69
73

74
73
72
71
75
73
69
74
75
74
73

)6

22

43
52
40
47
47
53
62
63
48
57
54,

35
39
38
35
36
42
40
29
59
'8
42
39

'°

NW.

N'W.

w.
w.

NW.

SE.
NW.

NW.
NW.

w.

w.
NE.
N.
NW.
NW.

w.
w,

NW.

NW.

,NW.
NW.

NW.

w.

28.
24
32
28
28
26
30
21
24
28
24
30
16
36
24

20
32
32
33
25
22
18
23

NW.
NW.
SW.
NW.

w.
s.

SE.

w.

:NW.
E.

w.
w.

N.

NW.

NW.

w.

SE.

NW.
.NW.

s.
w.

SW.

W.tE.

3,274
'3,203
8,390
3,330
3,459
3,476
3,122
3,236
3,033
3,292
l, 720
1,6'3

9

20 , 10

17
12
14

9
8
5
4
2
4
. 1
·4
6
9

'

16

10
13
20
10
3
15

4
11
14'
3
.15 4
16
1
12
2
13 ; 7
12
5
9 , 1
15' 5
15 12
11
4.

Tr.

17
19
16
14
17
21

12
2
10 { 2
14
1
15 ' 2
13 ' 1
101 . ,o

0.12
0.48

23
20
21
22
20

0.35
0.31

Tr.

0.02
0.13

o.oo
o. 60
0.23
o. 24

11

13
16

13

... , ..

10 5.0
8 7, 0
11 6. 0
1 2.0
7 ,4.5
6 4.2
11 3.4.
11 3'. 9
4 3.2
7 4.4
8 4.4
12 5.2

7 ' 1
9, 2
9 ·1
8
1
4,
7

4
6
1
5
4
3

i3
.4
9
10
1
2
2
0
1
8

·o

5, 0
6.0
4.0
1.7
3.2

2.8

4.6
3.8
2.2
4.4,
6.2
3.4

8.0
3.0
3. 0
3.0
2.7
LS

3
4
2
3

1.9
2.2

4,

2.8'

2.2
2.0
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0

C'il

co

j

:Month
and
year.

~

i

t"' :g
i a

=
s= a
a· a
=
"'
=
a
a .§
= :ea ·=
~
"' )I ~ ,:i::;"'
)I
~
---- --- ~

.i:J

!

Aug.

i

al

72
75
46 74
42 69
39 67
41 72
49 73
52 74
50 72
48 74
39 70
41 78
43
53

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

35
42
14 35
7 40
10 42
13 42
14 42
12 50
10 49
16 37
11 40
15 36

0
13

Sept.
1877 •••••
1878 •••••
1879 .••••
1880 .••••
1881. •••.
1882 .•••.
1883 .....

188-& .....

1885 .....
1886 .•••.
1887 •.••.
888 .•.••

61
60

91
96
92
95
88
02
94
80
90
88
98
100

32
Z4
36
35
30
30
36
35
42
28

59
57
60
62

33

63

40

68

74
74
85
85
73

21
19
25
24
23
26
26
30
32
25
16
25

40
48
M
46
48
44
51
5.'3
49
50
53

18
18
16
7
18
16
19
24

42
42
37
32
36
85
39
40
46
33

72

30
9
6

65

18

66

55

62
5!1

0
0
0
0

2

1
0
0
0
1
0
0

49
1 52
3 37
2 40
0 49
l 53
4 55
0 64
0 ·57
0 44
2 46
10 39

Oot.
1877 .••••
1878 .•••.
18i9 .•••.
1880 ••••
1881. ••••
1882 •••••
1888 •.•••
1:t-····
18 •••••
1886 .••••
1887 ••••
1888 .•••.

64

7B
77
79

s-.a
87
82

50

6
7
8
8
4
5
6
2
l
9
11
5

57
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

64

54
47
67
78
77
60
61
63

51
51

Nov.
63
70
62

1877 ••••
1878 ..••.
1879 ..••.
1880 ..••
1881. .••.
1882 ..••.

60

1884 . ••

62

61
59

1883 ..••. 68

1885 . ••. 62
1886 ..•••
18R7 ••••
1 8 .••••
Deo.
187' •••••
1878
1879 ••••
1880 •••
1881. ••

JS.

68

64 I
63
59

62

..
"
•••••

8

_,7
19
16
-4

l

~~

l
l

Soi, •••••

-7

1 56 ••••

.1

.1 18 ••••• ,

J

e:s .•.••

J S'i ••• ••

0

...."'"'

,r.:, •
l:IG~

=
..
'i
J:I•...

f
ll,

·si·
~I>

~
a
]
)1

~to

;·s

~~
~I>

Jif"

c;i ....

lS a

Ii

-+5

5

a
a

j

~

la-

.s

0

ii

·s

]

0

E-4

-~

I

~
al
Ill

~
~

C,

0

6

g

0
I>,

i

~

~C,

,g
0

fa"'
"'cii

.e f'i
I>,

«)-'

P! ~

~

Deg Deg. Deg No. No . P.e.

1877 ••••• 98
1878 .•••• 98
1870 .•••• 103
1880 .•••. 1)7
1881. •••. 100
1882 .•••• 102
1883 .•••• 105
188' ••••• 95
1885 ..~··· 96
1886 ••••. 98
1887 ••••• 97
1888 .•••• 103

Number of daya.

Wind.

Temperature.

39
38
32
30

81
35
3

11

13
17
23
20
23
23
13
6
30
21
24.
31

21
18
17
26

3'.-

~ 29
~ -~

r lJ

20

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
I)

69
61
66

60
74
74
70
74
75
71

0
0
0
0

74

60

0

68

0

69

0
0
0
0

76
76
81
81

0

•II

0
0
0

,·

80
76
72

NE.
NW.
NW.
NW.

w.

w.
NW.

NW.
NW.
NW.
NW.

w.

s.

SE.
NW.
NW.

w.

w.

MZ,
16
24
28
28
16
32
26
20
28
15
28
19

16
20
20
20

24

SE.
E.

w.

E.,NW.
E.

EW.
SE.
NW.
E.
SE,
'E.

N.

NW.
SE.
SW.
NW.

w.

24
20
21
25
21
25
18

NW.
NW.
NW.,W.
NW.
NW.

SW.

w.
w.

14
36
26
22
22
24

w.

25
20
18
27
22

NW.

w.

SJll.
NW.
NW.

w.

s.

SE.
NW.
NW.,SE.

NW.
SE.
SE.
SE.
NW.

s.

SE.
SE.
NW.
NW.
NW.
NW.

w.

~:
NW.
w.
w.

NW.
.NW.
SB.

w.

NW.
NW.
SB.
SB.

BB.

sa

E.,SB.

24

16
36
2-l
20
.6

w.

SE.

SE.
NW.
W.,SE.
E.,SE.
NW.
NW.
SW,
:NW.
SW.
SE.

s.,w.

SE.,NW.

'.NW.

28

NW.
E.
NW.
NW.
NW.
BB.

21
26
18

NW.
E.

28

26
13

16
36
24
24
24.
20
26
19
26

18
30

216

BE.

N.

s.

NW.

BB.

E.

SE.
SW.

w.

SE.
SE.
SE.
SB.

Mile,. Inch.
2,367 0.09 18 11
9
8,004 0.50 18
3,060 0.03 17 12
6
3,233 0.02 22
8
3, 1!18 0.00 22
9
4
2,720 o.oo
9
22
2,179 Tr.
5
2,839 0.07 26
8
2,464 0.09 22
5
26
2,348 Tr.
9
1,356 0.29 2()
1
1,111 0.58 28

2
2
2
3
1
18
0
0
1
0
2
2

13
13

8

9

2
1
6
0

2,599 0. 2';'
a, 503 0.27
2,716 ~O. 14
2,886 0.11
3,202 0.25
2,237 1.36
2,113 o. 20
2,712 2.11
2,590 0.39
2,390 Tr.
739 0.14
1,908 0.06

9

14
19

22

19
28
19

13
20
26
20
19

1,942
a, 398
8,572
2,873
3,216
3,858
2,118
3,556
2,155
2,481
1,200
2,092

0.85
0,30
0. 76
0.50
2.12
2.94
4.06
1.52
0.58
o. 72
0.03
0. 78

12
14
15
18
10
18
8
13
18
10
20
11

2,793
3,041
3,056
2,341
2,864
2,601
2,028
1,503
4,105
2,463
1,516
1,797

2. 05
0.53
1.20
0.48
0.94
0.08
0.46
0,12
2.07
0.43
0.04
1.00

5
10
10
11
12
9
14
16
3
17
12
8

0.01
0.35
3,707 8.65
1,275 f.01
2,534 0.65
2,276 2. 20
2,763 2. 27
2,529 6.67
2. 755 L07
2,67.'. 2.64
2,917 1 74
2,362 L3'

8
I>
2
4
7
10

1,370
2,304

14

9
8
5
9
6

7
5
3

10
10
9
3
8
8

3

.
'1

1
1
2
3

.9
5

6
2
5
6
13
8
12
4
1
8
2
15

10
16
10
10

15
4
10
9

6
12
12
10
14
11

10
2
15
3
4

13
15

ll
'7
8
4

11

14
12
13

: i}g

22

11
6
1
12
1,
6
7
14
14
6

12

11

1
11

23
26
12
6

12

15
9
12
16
14

3 3.0
3 2.0
1 3.0
1 2.0
0 2.0
0 1.0
0 1.6
1 1.5
4 1.8
0 L2
3 L9
3 2.0
3
2
2
1

"
6
2
7
3
0
1
1

8
4
8
5

5.0
3.0
2.0
2.0
8,3
S.5
2.4
4.1
2.3
1.0
2. 3
2.4
4.0
'- 0
3.0
3,0
5. 7
6.5

11
14
13
5
6
9
2
6

a.8
2.3
'-5
2.4
5.2

16

1.0

5

4.0
5.0
4.0
4. 7
4. 4
4.5
2.8
1.1
3.3
4.0
6. 5

9
7
4
a

'

1
17
8

2
9
1
';

18
22
8
10
8
17
1,
19
9
12

5.1

4.0
15.0
s.o
8.0
6.

e.

".e.o
6.
6. 8

I°"'

6.1
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Elevations of prominent towns; lakea, vaZleyB, eto.
Name.

Elevar
ijon.

Feet.
4,400
Albion .•••.•••••.••••
6,600
Alfuras Lake ..•••••••••••.•••••.••.••••
4,320
American Falls ..............•.•..•.....
Atlanta. ..•••.••••.. ; •••••••• • • • • •~ • • · • · · , 5,525
5, 1100
Bear Lake .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5,200
Bellevue .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••.
,, 523
Blackfoot City ••••••.••.••••• •••••••.••.
5,985
Bloomington .•••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••
2,800
Boise City, capital of Idaho .•••••.•••••
5,000
Big Camas Prairie, Alturas County ..•.
-3,500
Big Camas Prairie, Idaho Cotinty .••••.

l. u••··············

~~:::z.~ ~~~::: ::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::
Camas Station . ••••.•••••.•••••••.•••••
Coeur d'Alene Mission •..••.•••.••..••.

8~!~:rM~~~!.1fu·:::::
:::: :: :::::: :: ::::
Caribou Mountain .••••••••• ···- .••. , .•.

Centerville .••.•.•.• , •••••••••••••.••••.
Challis ...••••••••••.•••.•• , ••••••••.••.
Clawson Toll Gate .•••••• , ••••.••.••••••
Custer City . ········-···················
Dry Creek Station .••••••.•••••••••••••.
EaJ?le Rook .••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Estes Mountain •••••••.••••••••••.•••.•
Fort Hall .•••••. : •.•••••••••••••.••.•••.
Fort Lapwai. •••••.••••••••••••• ······~·
Franklin City •••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Florida Mountain ••••••••••••••••••.••.
Fiorence .• ••.•••••••••••••••••.••.•••.
Fish Haven : •••••.•••••.••.••••.••.•••.
Forks of Lolo ...•••..••••••••••••, ••••••
Gentile Valley (head) .•••••••••.••...•.
Galena City .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••
Gladiator Mine .••.•.•.••••.•••.•••••••.

I:u~ ~.~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::

Idaho City ..•.••.•••..•.•••••••••••••••.
Jrmotion Station ...................... .
Jackson Lake .••••.•••••••••••••••.••.
Ketchum .•••••••••••••••.••••.•••••.••.
Lewiston .•••••••••••.••.••••.••.•••••.
Lake Pend d'Oreille .•• _ ••••• ····~ •••.

6,400
B, 900
4,722
2,280
4,(180
8,760
9,854

t,825
5,400
4,800
6,560
5,689
4,720
10,050
4,783
2,000
4,516
7,750
81000
5,932
4,450
5,245
7,900
9,700
6,443
5,350
4,263
6,329
6,806
5,700
6811
2,003

Name.

Lake .Coeur d'Alene •.•••.•••••.••.•••.

S:i~i:/~-::::;;~~~;-;~((\\i\\\\ii

Montpelier ....•••..••••. ._,........... .
Mouth of Port NeufRiver .••••••.•• , •.
Mount Idaho City . ~ .•••••••••.••.• , ••.
Montana Mine .........·•..........•-. .. .
Meade Mountain .•••.•••••..•..••••.••.
Malad Divide ••.•••••••••••..••••••••.
Oneida Salt Works .••••• '. ............. .
Oneida (town) •• ,. •.•••••••••• ~ •••••••• .

~!~:~~:~:: ::::::::::::::::::::~~:::: ::

Pocatello ••••••.• ••••••••••••••.•••••••.
Paris Peak ••.•••••.•••••.•••.••••.•••.
PlaeerviUQ .••• ·•••..••., ................ · .. .
Putnam Mountain •.•••••.••.••••••••••

~:~~:~::: ::::::::::::::::-:::::::::

.}toss Fork Station ••••••••• , •••••••••••
Red Rook Ranch ..•••••••.••.•• , .•..••.
Rock Creek .•••.•••••••••••••••••.••••.
Rocky Bar .•••••.••••••••••••••••••.••.
Red l!'ish Lake ••••••.••.•••. ·"'· •.••••.
Sawtell~'s Peak ••••••••.•••••••••••.•..
St. Charles ..••. , ..... ~ •••••••••••••••••.

~~1:!~~r5Tt;.-:::: ::::::: :::: :: ::::::::::

Soda Springs •••.•••••••••••••.•••••••••.
Silver City .. a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Sawtooth°Cit, ••••••.••••••••••.••.•• .,_.
Shoahone •..•••••.•••••••.••..•••••.•••
Summit, between Challis and Bonanza.
Summit, between Bois6 City and Idaho
'Snmmit1 between Idaho City and Cen• '
terville .•....•••.••.•.•• ._ ••.•..••••••
South Mountain City .••••••••••••••••.
Salmon Falls ...••.••.•••••••..• : ••••••
War Eagle Mountain .••••••••••••••••.
Weston ....•...........•. ,..•.••.••.....
Weiser City .••••••••••.•••••••••••••••

Elevation.

Feet.

2,150
B,700
2,'750

4,700
4,795
5,793
4,522

a,,so

9,500
10,MO
9,220
6,800
5,700
4, 86'J
5,836
4,512
9,522
5,100
8,933
5,11~
2,000
4,394
4,792
4,613
5,200
6,600
9,070
5,932
5,771
"·
030
5,779
6,680
7,000
4,587
9,100
4,815
"·
812
6,460
3,226
7,980
4,600
2,340
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FOREIGN .A.ND DOMESTIO CORPORATIONS.

The following is a list of foreign and domestic corporations duly incorporated and doing business in Idaho from June 12 1887, to September 18, 1889 :
Name.
American Ditch Company.
Bellevue Water Company.
Haker Wire Llompany.
.
:Bannock Implement ~mpa.ny.
i:!~cr:~~~~mx::Ciation.
Bloomin,rton Co-operative Mercantile Institution.
Bloomington Irrigation Company.
Caluwell Fair Association.
Canyon Creek Railroad Company.
Caldwell Building and Loan Association.
Camr d'Alene Prospecting and Mining Company.
Cceur d'Alene Water and Mining Company.
Ceuar Hoilow and Foot-hills Canal Company.
Creur d'Alene Railway an1l Navigation Company.
Cent-ral Canal and Lane! Company.
Cedar Point Water'()ompany.
Caldwell Boarcl of Trade.

8~:i':it;r~l~f'fl~!kc~fi.i~~!!~pan~.

Consolidated Silver Bl 11 Mining Company.
Dear Cr~k Irrigating Company.
·
EMtern Washington Railway.Company.
Eastern Washington Railway Company, (suppiewental).
Emerson, Talcott & Co.
Eureka Mining Company.
E. C. Hardware Company.
Farmers' Commercial Co-operative.Association.
Fay Templeton Mining Company.
Fay Templeton Mininjl Company (amendme.nt).
.F.irst Baptist Church of Moscow.
First Congregational Church of Pocatello.
First Con~egational Church of Genesee.
Genesee Real Estate Company.
Gray Rock Mi11iug and :Milling Company.
Granite .Mininit Vompany.
Hailey Gold Belt and Western Railwa,y.
Hudson Cattle ComP.any.
Hotalin1,t, A. P. & Co.
Helena and Idaho Gold Mining Company.
Ives Silver .Mining Company.
Idaho Mining Company.
Idaho Commercial Company.
Inez .Min1J1g Company.
I.ta.ho County Agricultural Fair Association.
Idaho Electr1o tiupply Company.
Idaho Canal and Land Company.
Idaho and Montana Gold .M.ialrig Company.
Idaho Building and Loan ASIIOOfation,
Idaho Hor'lle and Cattle Company.
Jnmbo Gold and Silver Mining Company.
J. I. Cue Threshing Machine Company.
J. L Case Tbreehin,r Machine Company (amend-

meace).

Jarvea-Conklln Trust Mortgage Company.
Ketchum Cemetery .AIIIIOOiatlon.
Ketchum ~prtng Water Supply Company.
·
Kootenai Railway Company.
.Kootenai Transport.at.Ion Company.
Lombard Investment Company.
Lewiaton Water Company.
Latah Co1U1ty Fair A.IIIIOCiatloo.

Ij
l

I

Mammoth Gold and Silver Mining Company.
Mason Creek Ditch Company.
Moscow .A.cademy.
Milwaukee MininJ Company.
Mo!!cow Commerctal School ~ompany.
Middleton Mill Ditch Compa,ny.
Ma!!onic Hall Association.
Nicholia Building and Investment Company.
Nlcholia Club.
Nez Perces County Agticultnral,Faill' Ass!)<lilll!it!n.
Nampa Artesian Well and Water Company.
Nesmith Consolidated Minin,:t Company.
'
Odd Fellows and Knights of Labor Association.
Oneida Flouring Mills Company.
Oregon Mort.gage Company.
Ovid Irrigii.tion Comuany.
Oneida Merchantile Union.
Oregon Short Line Railway Company and others
(consolidated).
Parker Mmlng Company.
Presbyterian Church of Rathdrum, first.
Ploneer Dixie Ditch Company.
Pioneer Irrigi.ting and Manufacturing ComplUIJ.
Presbyterian Church of Caldwell, First.
Portlancl Mining Company.
Payette an<l Emmett Ditc.b Company.
Preston, Riverdale, and Mink C~ek Canal Company.
Pacific Coast Elevator Company.
Bear Lake Outlet Irri~ation CoJ11pany.
Quaker City Mining Company,
Riverside Ditch Company.
Rocky Bar au1l Mountain Home Telegraph and
'l'ele~hone Com;pan:y.
Riverside Jrrigat1ng Company.
Rexbnr,g Milling Company.
Spokane and Palouse Railway Company.
Shoshone Vo-operative Company.
Saint Ant.bony Canal, Improvement and Town
site Company_Staver & Walker.
Salmon CiW Cemetery Association.
Spokane, rost Falls and Eastern Rallroad and
Navigation Company.
Statesman Printing Company.
Silver City Telegraph Company.
Teton Island Canal Company.
Union Ditch Cl>mpany.
United Brethren Church of Jamestown.
Viet.or Mining and Milling Company.
Vet.eran Gold Minini;t CoJDpany.
w,shin1,rton and Idahq Railway Company.
Washington and Idaho Railway Company (sup,
plemental).
Washington and Idaho Railway Company (aup,,
plement.al).
Washmgton and Ida.ho Railway Company (eup. plemental).
Warring Minln,: and lfilling Company.
Wardner Miners'- Union •
Waahington and Idaho Railway Company (aupplemental).

425

TERRITORY OF IDAHO.
Fire and life ineurance -companies.
Location.

Name.
Alta. Fire Insurance Company .•• ~...... . • • . . . . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •.
lEtna Insurance Company .•••••..•••.. ~ ••.•••.••.••i.. ••••• .-. •• •••• •• • • • • • • • •
Anglo-Nevada Assurance Corporation. • • • • • • • • • . • • . . • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • . • • .
California Insurance Company.................... • . • • • • . • • • . • • •• • • . • • • . . • ••
Connecticut Fire Insurance Company .•••.••. ., .••..•••.••..••.••••-... . . • • • .
Columbia Fire and Marine Insurance Company.............................
Commercial Insurance Company .•••••.•••••.•••.• ~· ••••••••.•••• ~... .. ......
Caledonian Insurance Company .•.•••.•• .,.-· ••••••••••••••••••• -.;..... . • • • • •
Employ es Liability Assurance Corporation.................................
Fireman·~ Fund Insurance Company .••.. r •••• •••••••••••••••••• , • • • • • • • • • •
German.American .......................................................
Guardian Assurance Company •••••••.•..•••••. , ••••• , ••.•••••.•••••.•.•..••.
Home Insurance Compauy.-.•......•••.•••••••.••..•••••••.••.•.••••.,... . •.
Hartford Fire Insurance Company .•••••.•••••.• , •••.••..••••••.•..••.••.....
Home :Mntual Insurance Company...... . . • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • •
Imperial Fire In1uirance Company..... . . . • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • •• . • . • • • . • • .
Lancashire Insuranoe Company ..••••.•••••. , ••••••••••.•••••••••••.....• , .
London Assurance Corporation .•••••..••••••••••.•.•••••••.•.... ~..... . . . • . .
Lion Fire Insurance Company .•.•••....••••••••••••.••.•.••••••..•••.•. ~"...
London and Lancashire Fire lnsurance Company. . • • • . • . •••••.•.• : • . • . • • • • •
Mutual Life Insurance·Company •.••••..•••.•••..••.•••••.• ~ .•..•••••.•••••
:Manchester Fire AssuTance Company . • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • . . • • • •• . • • . . • • . . • • • • .
Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association .••...••..••..•••••.••..•••••.•.•••••
N ort,h_ Bl'itish and Mercantile Insurance Company ••.•.•• ._. •• ~ •••.•••• : ••.•,.
Norwich Union ................................................ '" .•••.•.••••.
National .Fire Insurance Company .••.•••••••••• : .• .'••.••..•...•.•••••• ,. • • .
New York L~fe lnsuranc~ Company .•••...••••.••••••••.•. , ••.••.•••••••••••
Northwest Fire and lforme Insurance Company,. ...••.••••••·.••••••••••••.
Orient Immranco Company ...•...•..•••.•.••..•••.••••• , • • . . • • • . • • . . . • • • .
Ore11:on Fire and Marine Insurance Company.... • • • • • •• . . • • • • . • • . . • • .. • • • • •
Oakland Home Insurauce·Compauy .•.•••.•..•.•••••.••.•• '".. ... •• •• . •• . . . . .
Phceni'll"oinsnrance Company .•••••.•...•.•••••••••.•••.••..••..•••••.••..••.
Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company ..•• ···u•··········•· ..............
Royal Insurance Company.... . . • . . • . •. . . . . . • . . • • . . . • . .. • • . . • . . . . . • • • • . . . • • . .
Standard Life and Accident Insurance Company,..................... . • • • •
Travelers' Insurance Company (accident), •••.••••.•••.••..• ~ •.••••••••.••••
U~iu_n Immrance pompany ................................ . ..... , •.•••.•••••
W1lhamsburgh City Fire Insurance Company .••..•••••.•••••..••••·•...••.•

Stockton, Cal.
Hartford, Conn.
California.
Sail Francisco, Cal.
Har,.ford, Conn.
Portland, Oregon.
California.
Edin burgh, Scotland.
London, E~gland.
San Francisco, Cal.
New-York.
"'London, Eng~and.
New York City, N. Y.
Hartford, Conn.
Californill.
London, England. _
Manchester, England.
Lbndon, Englanil._
Do.
Liverpool, England.
New York City.
Mancheste:;. England.New York uity.
Lond~n and Edinburgh.
Norwich, England.
Hartford, Conn.
New York City.
Portland. Oregon.
Hartford, Conn.
Portland, Oregon.
Oakland, Cal.
Hartford, Conn.
California.
Liverpool, England.
Detroit, Mich.
Hal'tford, Qonn,
San Francisco, Qal_, '
Brooklyn, N. Y.

FEDERAL AND TERRITORIAL OFFICERS IN IDAHO.
I

Name.

Office.

Fred T. Dubois •••••••
George L. Shoup ••••••
1Mward J.· Curtis .•••.
Hugh W. We1r •.••.•.

Delegate in Congress.
Governor.
Secretary.
Chief.justice supreme
court (second district).
Associate .justice (first
district).
Associate jnstfoe (third
, district). ·
United States marshal.
United States atrorney.
United States surveyor.
general.
Register land office, Boise
Uity.
Receiver land office, Boise
City.
Register 1 a n d office,
Hailey.
Receiver l a n d office,
Hailey.
Riw::kfoot a n d office,

John Lee Logan ••••••
Charles H. Berry .•••
Joseph P. Wilson •.•.•
Willie Sweet ......... .
Joseph C. Straughan ..
Charles S. Kingsley ••.
Joseph Perrault ••••••
H. 0. Billings ........ .

c. O. Swokslager .•••••
Perry J, Anson ••••.••

W. H. Danilaon •...... R~~:Coof. and

Name.

office,

Office.

Francis F. Patterson .. Register land offioe, Lewiston,
Chariee M. Foree .••••. 'Receiver land office, Lew.
iston.
William J.McClnre ..• Receiver land office, CcelU'
d'Alene.
Robert E. :McFarland . ,Riflf!!l~nd office, Cceur
S. G. Fisher ..••••••••. United States Ind !an
a'g en t, Ross !fork
Agency.
W.D. Robbins .••••• ,. United Staf;es l n ll i an
a g e n t., J:i ez Perc6
Agency.
J,:M.Needham .••••. ,Uil,ited StatM In d f II n
~ent, Lemhi Agency.
H.J Cole .••••.••••••. Uwted States· i:q di
agent, Ccenr d' Alt,ne
Agency.
W.J. Cunningham . ••. United States assa;ter, in
charge of assay office,
Boise City.
William A. Korui •••. Sergeant Signal ServiceJ
in charge U. S. Signa.a
Office, .lioiM City.

"n
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Territorial officers.Name,

Office.

Name.
Richard z. Johnson .••.
James H. 'Wiokerliliam.
CharletJ Himrod ..••••.
Charles C. Stevenson ••

AttorneY.:-generaL
Comptroller.
Treasurer.
Superintendent ofpublio
instruction.
Erl ward J. Curtis •••••• Librarian ex-officio.
Ti-ueteee
for care and
Richard Z. J obnson. •
custody of' o a p it o l
Charles Him rod .•.•••
J. H. Wickersham··building.'
Rlch"'d Z.Johmon •• } Commissioners for fm.
C. W. Moore .••••••••
provement of capitol
Peter Sonna .••••••••
grounds.
LL. Tiner ...........
William Bryon .•••• •
Territorial prison COW·
Q. P. Bi!derbaok .••••
missioners.
J,B. Wright .••••••••

i

i

Office.

1

L N. Coston.········
Direct0l'8 Idaho Inaaae
O.P.Jobnson .••••••
Asylum, Blackfoot.
N.A. Just .•••.• , •••.
George L. Shoup .•• ·
Iea.ao H. Bowman •••
John W. Jones •••••
J. W.Reid .•••••.••. I Regents of the Unlver.
Nathan Falk ........
eity of Idaho.
B. F . .Morrison ......
Willis Sweet ..••••••
H.B. Blake .......... J
Richard Z.Jobneon.

1
r

Miscellaneous ojfteers.
Office.

Name.
John W. Givens .

-----

Office.

Name.

Medical superintendent
· Idaho Insane Asylum.

J. D. Springer .••••••••• Warden United States
penitentiary.
Walter Shoup .••••••••• Private eeoretaryto gov.
emor.

W. R. Cartwright •••• Janitor capitol buijdint
J. W. Daniell .•••.•••• Prln"!Ka.l city ilchoo
Boi City.
Stenogra:ph...r and assistJohn J, Curtis
ant pr1vate secretary
to governor.

.......

Army officers, Boise barracks.
r

Name.

Office.

Name.

Office.

JohnGreeq. .••••••••••• Lieutenant-colonel com·
manding (Second Cs,.v.
airy).
Alfred C. Girard .•••••• Surgeon, with rank of
major1
W.O. Webster ......... C~~' Co. D, Fourth
:try.

Frank B. Andrus •.••. Beoond lieutenant, Ce.
D, Fourth Infantry.
Thomae J. Lewis ..... First lieutenant, Co. G,
Second Cavalry.
.&. E. L Michie ••••••. Beeond lif'Utenant, Co. G,
Second Cavalry.
-

IDAHO NEWSPAPERS.

There are thirty-eight newspapers in Idaho, as follows:
Place of publloaticm.

Name ot'paper.

Name ot'paper.

Free Presa ..... Grangeville, Idaho CoUDty.
Stal' .••••••••••. llOflCOw, Latah County.
llirror ..... .
Do.
Teller ••••••.• Lewi&ton, Nez Perc6 County.
Stara and Bara .. Lewiaton.
Timea .......• CCBUr d'Alene City, Kootenai
County.
Murray Shoehone County.
Wardue . Shoshone County.
Rat ll,lruw , Kootenai County.
Ch 111 · Co •· Coonty.
: obr,,
· htngton County.
·, hlngton County.
u, n 11;, Lemhi Co1111ty.
K..t, mn _Altur&8 COUDty,
II l,Do 1tur County.

:1 ll

V

t •

Place of publication.

News .••.•••••• Blackfoot, Binj?ham County.
Herald
••••. Pocatello, Binj?ham County.
Ent.erpr.ise ••• . Malad City Oneula County.
Timea ••.•.•• Albion, Cas"ia County.
Independent .•• Paris, Bear Lake County.
Bulletin ..••••. Rocky Bar, Elmort- County.
Pro,reBS ••••••• Nampa, Ada County.
Tribune •.•••• Caldwell, Ada Conaty.
Stat.esman ••••• Boie6 City, Ad11 County.
World .••.•••• Idaho City, :8(,ia6 County.
Avalanche .••• Silver Cit~·. OWyhee County.
Review •••••••• Cceur d'Alene Qity, ShOUCJa
Count1,
Ind.-~adent .•• Borke, Sho!lllone County.
l!"'ree Presa .... Wal lace, Shoshone Collllt,:.
Poet ••••••••••• Post l<'i1lls, Kootenai Couatyi.
RepubUcaD. •••. Pocatello, Bingham Coons,.
ObaerTer .•••• .Montp.-l1er, BeaJ' 1.ake
Mail
....•.. MonntainHomt-,Elmore
.
The Democrat • Boiiu! City. Ada Co1111ty

c=
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MORMONISM.

I deem it proper to refer to this question in my report, as it affects
fully one-fifth of the population .of the Territory. It is safe to estimate
that there· are over 26,000 people in Idaho who are adherents of the
Mormon faith.
Polygamy was one of the original tenets .of the Mormon Church organization, and forcibly preached f~om their pulpits ~y it~ lead~rs. .
Polygamy is not at the present time openly practiced m this Territory, but that it is practiced secretly to a_ limited extent there seems
to be no doubt, as indictments are found at nearly every term oJ court
held in the judicial districts having juris~iction, over them, and quite a
number have been convicted.
It is charged that plural marriages are now contracted and solemnized in secret in_ their tabernacles; but as to this charge, wheth~ true
or false, I have not the means of obtaining information whereby I can
affirm or deny the allegation. It is also· alleged that polyga!!ly is still
being taught by the leaders of the church. I have ground for believ- ·
ing that there is a diyision of sentiment, however, now fermenting in the
church on this question. Many of the members are beginning to reason
and ask themselves why it is that the National, State, and ·Territorial
governments are enacting laws to suppress this prnctice. Many of
them, I believe, are convinced at heart that the intelligence of a great .
nation like ours, and the ·1aws of our Government, would not be arrayed
against this practice if it were not, as stated, contrary to good morals
and the sanctity or pure homes.- On the other hand, many of the leaders of the church continue to assert that all laws enacted, whether by t~e
National or Territorial governments, for the abolishment of polygamy,
and depriving those who preach, teach, and practice bigamy and pol;ygamy, of the right of suffrage, are unconstitutional.
·
The" test oath," as it is called (to which reference has been made in
another part of this report), is being tested as to its validity. It was
tried in the supreme court of this Territory, and 1 decided to be valid;
from which an appeal was taken to the Supreme Court of the United
States, and placed on the calendar of that court. If the act is declared valid by the Supreme Court, it will, in iDY opinion, be the means
of solving the question of polygamy and bigamy, and will, in a short
time, be eliminated from their creed.
·
I can not say too much in commendation of the courts for the faithful and z~alous manner in which they hav·e executed the Iu,w, at the
same time treating the accused with dignity, and tempering their decrees with clemency.
This important question has been before the public for several years,
and has been so ably discus,sed, both in· and out of Congress, that I
can not hope to present the reasons for more Jmportant and string.ent
lt,gislation for the arrest of polygamy and bigam·y more forcibly, or
offer better reasons than those given in the many able addresses on this
question.
The declaration of rights, adopted by the late constitutional convention of this Territory, article 1, section 4, reads as follows:
. The exercise and enjoyment of religions faith and worship sh~U forever be guarantied; and nofe~son ~h~U be d~n!ed any civil or J?Olitical right,,:prh"ilege, or capacity
on account o his rehg1ous opm10ns; but the hberty of conscience hereby secure"d.
shall not be ~on~trued to djspense with, oaths or affirmations, or excuse acts of licentionsuese, orJast1fy polygamous or other pernicious practices inconsistent with morality
or t~e peac~ or ~fety_ of. the Sta~e ; nor to permi-t any p·erRon, organbation, or association to directly or indirectly aid or abet, counsel or advis~. any persQn to commit

428

REPORT OF TRE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

the crime of bigamy, polygamy, or any other crime. No person shall be required ff
attend or support any ministry or place of 'Worship, religious sect .or denominat.iout
or pay tithes against his consent; nor shall any preferenc9 be given 'by law to any
religious denomination or mode of worship. Bigamy and polygamy are forever~
hibited in the State, and the legislature shall provide by law for the punishment of
such crimes.

The constitutional convention was composed of able representati-Vt
men, drawn nearly evenly from the two gre~t political parties, and may
be regarded as the voice and sentiment of the people of the Territ.-OrJ,.
upon the question involved in the application of this law, which is general and in no sense special in its provisions.
STATEHOOD.

On April 2 last my predecessor, Governor Stevenson, issued a proclamation recommending that the people elect delegates to a constitutional
convention, to meet at Boise Oity, the capital of the Territory, on the 4th
day of July, 1889, to frame a constitution for the State of Idaho.
On April 30 last I took the oath of office, assuming the duties of the
executive department of the Territory May 1. On May 11 I suppl&mented Governor Stevenson's proclamation, fully indoraing, his recommendations for the election of delegates and the formation of a constitution for the State of Idaho.
Seventy-two delegates were elected, as provided in the said proclamation, nearly sixty of whom appeared at the timt.' and place specified,
and alJ but tbi·ee were present and participated during part of the
deliberations.
The convention was in session thirty-four days. Their proceedinga
were in every way regular.
The constitution framed by the convention aims to protect and foster
all the great interests and jndustries of the Territory, with wise provisions for the protection of the rights of the people. It declares the
Constitution of the United States to be the supreme law of the land.
Bigamy and polygamy are forever prohibited. In civil cases threefourths of a jury may render a verdict. The legislature m3izY provide
that in misdemeanor ti ve-sixths of the jury may render verdicts.
The government of tQe State is in three departments: Legislative,
execut,ive, and judicial.
The senate consist,s ·of 18, and house of representatives of 36 members, and shall never exceed 24 and 60, respe-ctively. Sessions of the
le~islature to be held biennially.
The executive department to consist of a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of stat.e, auditor, treasurer, attorney-general, and
superintendent of public instrnctioo, each to hold office for two years.
The governor, secretary of stat.e, and attorney-gene.ral constitute a
board of pardons. The supreme court to consist of three justices, to
be elected at large. FiYe judicial districts are provided; the judges to
resid~ in and to be elected by the electors of their respecti vo district&
~ district attorney shall be elected for each judicial district.
Absolute soorecy of the baIJot is guarantied. Six months' residence
is required to become a qualified elector. Taxes for State purposes
shall never exceed 10 mills on the doUar. When the assessed value
, h • •00,000,000, 5 mills; at $100,000,000, not more than 3 mills,
il li ;.t r ater reduction :1 the assessment increases.
1·) ·i .·· 111.· are ma 1 for educational, reformatory, and penal institn·
tior . T in· in : UP l lin I. deaf, and dumb are provided for.
[Ile · pi a l i I · t at Boise City for twenty years.
1
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All railroads and exp~ess companies are declared common carriers,
and subject to legislative regulations. Careful provision is made to prevent confusion or hardship in chang.::
ing from Territorial to permanent State government.
Schedule and ordinance, section 6, providea for submission of the constitution to a vote of the qualified electors of the Territory on the Tuesday next after the fir~t Monday in November, A. D. _1889.
I have noticed briefly a t~w of the important provisions of the consti•
tution.
In )1.armony with the ordinance adopted by the convention fixing the
day for the vote to be talrnn on the constitution, '.I issued, on October 2,
an election proclamation, submitting the constitution for adoption or
rejection to a vote of the qualified electors of the Territory, at an election to be held on the 5th day _of November next.
I will add that the convention that fra:med the constitution was in no
sense a partisan one. Its members were drawn nearly evenly from both
political parties.
.
.
.
It was predicted that if State and county officers, State legislature,
and me]Jlber of Congress were elected at the time· pf submitting the
constitution that 25,000 votes would be cast; but now that the constitution is to be voted on only, it is doubtful if much over half that
number of votes will appear.
Idaho claims all essential qualifications necessary to assume the dignity and responsi'bility of statehood. The· steady gr:owth in population
and taxable property, and the large increase in productions-the yield
of valuable metals nearly tloubling during the past ye~r-all these
show that Idaho is in the line of progress.
In submitting this, my annual report, I have the honor to say th~t I
am under many obligations to United States, Teritorial, and county
officials, and to distinguished ge11tlemen in all parts of the Territory for
valuable data. I have worked earnestly to procure reliable information
on all subj.ects treated. If errors exist, they are through oversight or
11:1.ck of authentic information. Some parts of the Territory, 1 ani · sorry
to say, are not fully ;reported, it being impossible to obtain complete
data.
With the hope that this report will meet with your approval and be
of some value to your Department;
I am, with ,great respect, your obedient servant,
'
GEO. L. SHOUP,
Governor.
Hon. JOHN

w. NOBLE

Secretary of the

1n.terior, Washington, D. O.

APPENDICES.
APPENDIX ,A.
.A. CONVENTION TO FORM A CO:NSTITUTION FOR THE STATE OF IDAHO.

Proclamation of Governor E • .A.. Stevenson.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Boise City, Idaho, April 2, 1~89.
Whereas it is desirable that the 'l'erritory of Idaho be admitted into the Union as
a State, and i~ has been clearly indicated by leading men of Congress of both political parties that so soon as a suitabl~ constitution is presented to Congress such admission will be granted:
Now, therefore, I, E. A. S'6ve:g.son, g-0vernor of Idaho Territory, fully recognizing
the great advantages which statehood will confer, and ,in accordance with the fully
expressed wishes of the citizens of the Territory, do issue this, my proclamation, to the
people thereof, and recommend to them that they take the necessary steps for such
admii:jsion ; that for this purpose they hold thToughout this Territory, on the first _Mon ..
day in June, .A. D. 1889, an election for delegates to a constitutional conventiol) to
convene at Boise City, in said Tenitory, at 12 o'clock noon, of the 4th day. of July, A.
D. 1889, for the purpose of framingia constitutfon for the State of Idaho; that such
constitution, when so framed, be submitted for its adoptiov or rejection to a v~te of
the people at an election to be held throughout this Territory at a time hereafter to
be provided for; and if adopted by the people at such election, to be then snbmitted
to Congress for ratification, and the .admisf!ion of this Territory as a State of --the
Union; that the qualification of delegates to such convention shall be such as are now
required by the laws of said Territory for members of the legislative assembly of
said Territory, and such delegates must take tJ}e same oath of office required of such
members; t1iat the election provided for shall be conducted, the returns made, the
results ascertained} certificates to persons elected be issued, and the qualifications for
voters thereof shall be the same as now provided by the laws of said Territory for
general elections th!3rein; that said constitutional convention shall be composed of.
se1'enty-two members, apportioned as follows, to wit:
Ada County, 9; Alturas, 6; Bear Lake, 1; Bingham, '1; Bois6, 3; Cassfo,, 2; Custer,
4 1 Lemhi,~; ldah?, 3; Latah, 6; Kootenai, 3; Nez Pere~, 3; Oneida, 2; Owyhee, 3;·
S.bOlihone, 8; Washmgton, 3; Logan, 3; Elmore, 3.
Done at Bois6 City, the capita Jof the Territ~ry 'of Idaho, this 2d day of April, A..
D. 1889.
E, A. STEVENSON,
Governor.
Attest: E. J. CURTIS,
f SEAL.]
Secretary.

APPENDIX

B.

ADVANT.AGES OF STATEHOOD '.FOR IDA.HO-CONSTITUTIONAL ,CO!o."VENTION.

Proolamation by Governor George L,. Sh.oup.
Whe~eae the people of Idaho are now living under a form of Territorial go'\1'ernment httle bette~ ~han; a c?lonial sys~m under foreign rule, whereby they are deb31:ed from participating ~n f!inY election for President and Vice-President of the
{!mted States, hl!'ve no vote m either house of Congress, and have no voice in the selection of the most nnportain~ officers of the Territory, executive or judicial; and
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Whereas the people of Idaho are desirous of exercising the rights and privileg8'
guaranteed to a free and loyal people under the Constitution of the United Statea,
and to organize a State government preparatory to admission to the Federal UnioJl,
believing that they lrave sufficient popula.tiQn and wealth to jnetify such an undertaking; and
Whereas Governor E'. A ..Stevenson did, on April 2, 1889, issue a proclR,ma.tion calling
foJ; an election of delegates to a consti~uti~mal convention to be held_ in Boise Ci~Yz
Idaho, on July 4, 1889, to make a oonst1tut1on for the State of Idaho; to be submittea.
to the people for adoption or rejection:
•
'
Now, therefore, I, George L. ShoQ.p, governor of Idaho, folly recognizing the ad.van•
tage& that statehood possesses over our present system of Territorial government., do
issue this, my proclamatioq, recommending that delegates be elected to said constitutional convention on the first Monday in June, as proclaimed. in said call issued by
Governor Stevenson. If for any reason the citizeps of any county prefer to elect their
delegates by some other equ'itable method, I am satisfied that the delegates so choeen
will be recognized and admitted to seats in the convention. _The mannerofchoos1ng
delegates is of less importance than that they should be representative· me_n, of character and ability, whose work will be satiE\factory, to Congress and the people.
Objection to statehood has been made by a few of our citizens on the ground th11t
the cost of government will be greatly increased. There is this much of truth in
the objection, that a Stat«, government sufficient in all its departments for the needs
of a growing commonwealth, affording means for the prompt administration of ja1tice in the courts, pro"\'iding a teacher for every child of school ,age, and an asylum
for every helpless blind, dumb, or idiotic dependent, will cost more money than Ii
govern1nent which. delays justice, turns out the feeble to lihe charities of the world,
and rears the young in ign~rance. But every good thing is worth its cost, and no
people ever bore just burdens with greater patience than the people of Idaho.
A brief statement of facts in connection with this question will be useful for reference. 1·he General Government now pays tor the salaries of the governor and secretary and certain other contingent expenses, including rent, $6,000 per year; for
salaries of judges, $9,000; and for biennial ex1>enses of the genel,"al assembly, including printing the laws and journals, $26;000. Reducing the latter item to an annual
expense, we find the General Government paying for the support of Ida.do the sum
of $28,000 per year. The other Tenitorial expenses, met by our own tax-payers,
average annually the sum of $75,000.
The TeITitory now pays in full the salaries of the following officers, to wit:
Attorney-general, comptroller, treasurer, superintendent of public instruction, employ~s of ca:pitol building, directors and attaches of inl:!ane asylum, prison oommiasion"rs, librariau, a portion of the attaches of the legislative assembly, incident&l
expenses attendant on the same; and to each county attorney in the TeITitory
$300 per annum.
·
I note these facts, as it is 1tupposed by many that some of the above-named officers
are now paid by the General Government.
As moderate as our tu,x rate now is, it is gradually reducing our Territorial indebtedness. This is made a:pparent by the fact that the balance in the Territorial treasury
on February 9, 18tl8, paid all outstanding waITants up to October 10, 1887, while the
money in the treasury February 9, 1889, paid all outstanding warrants up to December 31, 1&!8. In other words, the collections for the year endlog .February 9, 1889,
pa.id the expenses of one year, two months, and twenty d.ayA,
The insignificance of the a.mount contributed by the General Government become&
more apparent if we include the amount paid by our citizens for ooonty expenses
The amount stands:
Annual oounty expenses ••••••• -- • • • • • • •• • • ••• • .• • ••• • • •••• ___ ••••••••••• $450,000
Annual Territ;orial expenses •••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ··: •••••••• 103,000
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 553,000
This sum is paid aa follows :
By the -8:tple of Idaho .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _______ _ 525,000
B7 the nited States Government ......................................... .
28,000

··-· .... ·-·-·· -- .. -- -- ---- ---- ·--- ................ ·- ........ ----

553,000

TERRITORY OF ID.A.H~.

433

«4?vernment. Under- the bills unanimously reported by-the committees of both houses
of Congress gifts tQ the proposed State of Idaho were provided as follows :
Grants:
Acres.
School sections 16 and 36 ••• o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2, 840, 000
Unj,versity giant ..•••.••••••••••••••••••••...••. -- •••• •• •. ••.• •••• ••
46, 08V
Penitentiary lands •.•••.•••••••••.•••..•.... --·· .... .... .• •. •. •• .• .•
160
Agricultural college lands . • • • . • • • • . . . • • . . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . • • . . • .
_90, 000
Scientific schoo11ands ..••••.•.••.••........•...• ., • . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . • • • 100, 000
Normal school lands .•••••••••••••••••.•.••.•••...•....•..•.••.....•• · 100, 000·
Charitable institutions ••.• •• •• •• •• •• •. .. .. •. .. .• •. •. .. •. .. .. .. .. .• ••
300,000
Public buildings •••.••••••••.•••••••••.•.•.••.•••• -- ..•••._.• .. .• .• ..
32,000

---~

Total.. • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • •• • . • . • . • • . . . . . . . . 3, 508, 240
Deducting from this th~lava. bed arid mountain lan~s which ~ould naturally fall to
our share, there would sijll remain 3,000,000 acres of timber, plam and meadow la,nds,
t-0 the credit of Rtatehoo"d. If it were wise public policy to sell these ln.Jids at once
in open market at their present value, we should enter upon statehood with the richest
treasury west of the Mississippi.
Look at thia grant in detail. · When these school lands shall have been sold in accordance with existing la.ws1 our school taxes will be reduced to an inconsiderable
rate. We have incorporatea. a Territorial university and levied a special tax for its
support; when the university grant is placed upon the market itis probal.}le that this
tax can be entirely remitted. Three other excellent educational institutihns can be
based upon the grants for agricultural, scientific, and normal schools. We are paying
$20,000 annually for the support of an insane asylum; ultimately the Congressional
grant may take this entirely off our hands. We are confronted with a debt _on our
capitol building of $80,000; the Congressional grant ought to pay every dollar of it.
We are paying $~0,000 per year for support ofTerritorial,prisollers-a sum which npt .
only provi~es for our own prisoners, but for those of tlie United States as well. Congres1:1 proposes to spend $2.'>,000 more on this prison, give us the entire prop~rty, and
then pay us for boarding Federal convicts.
Out of a similar grant the State of Nevada has already realized $1,500,000 2 aQ.d yethas most of its lands unsolll. 'fhe annual receipts now by the State of Nevada from
the current sales of these lands is an amount equal to nearly double the preseµt cost
of supportiu~ our entire Territorial government.
The lands rncluded in the various grants to the State of Idaho are now worth not
less than $3,750,000. Only 6 per cent. annual interest on this sum is $225,000-three
times our present Territorial income.
In addition to the foregoing grants of lands the State of Idaho will receive for
school purposes 5 per cent. of net proceeds of all public lands sold within the State
by the General Govern·ment-a magnificent sum of itself.
The assossment of real and personal property in the Territory has increased since
1878 at the rate of about $1,600,000 per annum. The increase of assessable property
would b~ much more rapid under State governr;nent. I refer to this as an evidence
that taxation need not be increased above· the present levy to meet all the requirements of State government.
One of the most serious hinderances to the progress of our Territory is what is known
as the alien act of Congress, which is an effectual prohibition of the investment of
foreign capital. An ineffectual attempt was made during the last Congress to repeal
or modify this law, so that our people might be in some measure benefited by the
large amount of money held by this class of capitalists, who are ready and anxious to
invest large sums in the purchase and development of our mines. If Idaho shall become a State, this hinderance to our prosperity is at once removed, as .this law only
applies to Territories over which Congress has exclusive control.
Whether st,atehood will bring even a temporary increase of taxation depends
Jargel7 upon the judicious action of the constitutional convention. Into the details
of their great work I can not enter. It is for you to instruct your representatives in
the principles of economy.
The convention will undoubtedly fi.:x its own per diem and mileage and that of its
employes. Their certificates of service and expenditure will be filed with the Terri.,,
torial secretary, and Congress will doubtless follow its own precedents in providing
for the payment thereof.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the
great seal of the Territory. Done at Boise City, the capital of Idaho this eleventh
day of May, in the year of our Lord one tbousaud ei~ht hundred an'd eighty-nine
and of the indep~ndence of the United States of America, the one hundred and ·t,hir~
teenth.
[SEAL.]
GEORGE L. SHOUP.
By the governor :
EDWARD J, CURTIS,
S6<Jretary of Idaho.
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